FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1217299-0 


Total 

Deleted 

Page 

(s) = 

Page 

4 - 

b6; b7C; 

b7E; 

Page 

5 - 

b6; b7C; 

b7E; 

Page 

10 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7E; 

Page 

12 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7E; 

Page 

13 

- b7E; 



Page 

14 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7E; 

Page 

15 

- b7E; 



Page 

16 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7E; 

Page 

17 

- b7E; 



Page 

21 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

22 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

23 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

24 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

25 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

26 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

33 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

34 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

77 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

78 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

80 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

82 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

83 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

86 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

87 

~ b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

106 

- b7E 

f 


Page 

107 

- b7E 

f 


Page 

108 

- b7E 

r 


Page 

119 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

120 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

121 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

122 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

123 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

124 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

125 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

126 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

127 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

128 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

129 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

130 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

131 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

132 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

133 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

134 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

135 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

136 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

137 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

138 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

139 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 



Page 

140 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

141 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

142 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

143 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

180 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

183 

~ 

b6; b7C; 


Page 

184 

~ 

b6; b7C; 


Page 

188 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

189 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

190 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

191 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

192 

~ 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

193 

~ 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

194 

~ 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

195 

~ 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

196 

~ 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

197 

~ 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

198 

~ 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

199 

- 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

201 

- 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

202 

- 

Ref err al/ Direct ; 

Page 

203 

- 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

212 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

213 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

214 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

215 

- 

b6; b7C; 


Page 

217 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

218 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

219 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

220 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D ; 

Page 

221 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D ; 

Page 

222 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

223 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

224 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

225 

- 

b6; b7C; 


Page 

226 

~ 

b6; b7C; 


Page 

227 

~ 

b6; b7C; 


Page 

228 

~ 

b6; b7C; 


Page 

229 

- 

Ref err al/ Direct ; 

Page 

230 

- 

Referral /Direct; 

Page 

231 

~ 

Referral /Direct; 

Page 

232 

- 

Referral /Direct; 

Page 

233 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

234 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

235 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

236 

~ 

Referral /Direct; 

Page 

237 

~ 

b6; b7C; 


Page 

239 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

243 

- 

Referral /Direct; 

Page 

244 

- 

Referral /Direct; 

Page 

245 

- 

Referral /Direct; 

Page 

246 

- 

Referral /Direct; 

Page 

248 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

249 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 



Page 

250 

- b6; 

b7C; 

b7D; 


Page 

251 

- b6; 

b7C; 



Page 

254 

- b6; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

b7E; 

Page 

255 

- b6; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

b7E; 

Page 

256 

- b6; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

b7E; 

Page 

257 

- b6; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

b7E; 

Page 

261 

- b6; 

b7C; 



Page 

262 

- b6; 

b7C; 



Page 

263 

- b6; 

b7C; 



Page 

264 

- b6; 

b7C; 



Page 

265 

- b6; 

b7C; 



Page 

266 

- b6; 

b7C; 



Page 

267 

- b7E 

f 



Page 

276 

- b6; 

b7C; 

b7D; 


Page 

277 

- b6; 

b7C; 

b7D; 


Page 

278 

- b6; 

b7C; 

b7D; 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1217245-0 


Total 

Deleted 

Page 

(s) = 

Page 

4 - 

b6; b7C; 

b7E; 

Page 

5 - 

b6; b7C; 

b7E; 

Page 

10 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7E; 

Page 

12 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7E; 

Page 

13 

- b7E; 



Page 

14 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7E; 

Page 

15 

- b7E; 



Page 

16 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7E; 

Page 

17 

- b7E; 



Page 

21 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

22 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

23 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

24 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

25 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

26 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

33 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

34 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

77 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

78 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

80 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

82 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

83 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

86 

- b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

87 

~ b6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

106 

- b7E 

f 


Page 

107 

- b7E 

f 


Page 

108 

- b7E 

r 


Page 

119 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

120 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

121 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

122 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

123 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

124 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

125 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

126 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

127 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

128 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

129 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

130 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

131 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

132 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

133 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

134 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

135 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

136 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

137 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

138 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 

Page 

139 

- b6; 

b7C 

; b7D 



Page 

140 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

141 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

142 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

143 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

180 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

183 

~ 

b6; b7C; 


Page 

184 

~ 

b6; b7C; 


Page 

188 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

189 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

190 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

191 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

192 

~ 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

193 

~ 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

194 

~ 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

195 

~ 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

196 

~ 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

197 

~ 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

198 

~ 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

199 

- 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

201 

- 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

202 

- 

Ref err al/ Direct ; 

Page 

203 

- 

Ref err al/ Direct; 

Page 

212 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

213 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

214 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

215 

- 

b6; b7C; 


Page 

217 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

218 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

219 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

220 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D ; 

Page 

221 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D ; 

Page 

222 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

223 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

224 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

225 

- 

b6; b7C; 


Page 

226 

~ 

b6; b7C; 


Page 

227 

~ 

b6; b7C; 


Page 

228 

~ 

b6; b7C; 


Page 

229 

- 

Ref err al/ Direct ; 

Page 

230 

- 

Referral /Direct; 

Page 

231 

~ 

Referral /Direct; 

Page 

232 

- 

Referral /Direct; 

Page 

233 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

234 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

235 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

236 

~ 

Referral /Direct; 

Page 

237 

~ 

b6; b7C; 


Page 

239 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

243 

- 

Referral /Direct; 

Page 

244 

- 

Referral /Direct; 

Page 

245 

- 

Referral /Direct; 

Page 

246 

- 

Referral /Direct; 

Page 

248 

~ 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

249 

- 

b6; b7C; 

b7D; 



Page 

250 

- b6; 

b7C; 

b7D; 


Page 

251 

- b6; 

b7C; 



Page 

254 

- b6; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

b7E; 

Page 

255 

- b6; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

b7E; 

Page 

256 

- b6; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

b7E; 

Page 

257 

- b6; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

b7E; 

Page 

261 

- b6; 

b7C; 



Page 

262 

- b6; 

b7C; 



Page 

263 

- b6; 

b7C; 



Page 

264 

- b6; 

b7C; 



Page 

265 

- b6; 

b7C; 



Page 

266 

- b6; 

b7C; 



Page 

267 

- b7E 

f 



Page 

276 

- b6; 

b7C; 

b7D; 


Page 

277 

- b6; 

b7C; 

b7D; 


Page 

278 

- b6; 

b7C; 

b7D; 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



•D-340b (Rev. 8-18-89) 


Jniversal File Case Number \ 
: ield Office Acquiring Evidence. 
Serial # of Originating Document 
)ate Received 





SENSITIVE 




O 


LAUTENBERG 

DDN: 

TRUE: 

FO: NY 
NAME TYPE: 
00 : 

VIOLATION: 
SERIALS: 7 


, FRANK 


CASE NO: 
MAIN REF: 
00 CASE NO: 
CSLPO 


194C-0000607 
R EVENT DATE: 


NO: 001 
REC-NO: 001 


INDEXED: 031087 
MODIFIED: 
SPECIAL: 


RACE: U SEX: U 
DOB: 

STREET NO: 

CITY: 


ID-NO: 

POB: 

NAME: 


MISCELLANEOUS: SQD/C12 


ST: COUNTRY: ZIP: 

LOC: 


CLASSIFICATION LEVEL: SN 
<GO> -NEXT INDEX 
FI -REQUERY 

SHIFT-F1 -CASE INFO F3 
4B§ Aa 


CLASSIFIED BY: 

-SUMMARY F6 -ADD INDEX 
BO — W737D402 R 2 


DECLASSIFY ON: 

F7 -ADD ALIAS 

F8 -DELETE F10 -INDEX 

F9 -MODIFY SHIFT-F10 -FOIMS 
C 1 15:40 1/03/96 


EicLSSSIFIC&TTOH AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
BTBI AOTOs&TIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 0.5-13-2014 
3720S2T32 


LAUTENBERG, FRANK, R 
DDN: 

TRUE: 


CITY: NJ 

MISCELLANEOUS: TEL# (201) 783-6097 


ST: 


COUNTRY : 
LOC: 


NO: 001 
REC-NO: 001 


FO: NY 

CASE 

NO: 199 

-0000266 


NAME TYPE: 

MAIN ; 

REF : R 

EVENT DATE: 

INDEXED: 

oo: 

00 CASE 

NO: 


MODIFIED: 

VIOLATION: 

FCITE 



SPECIAL: 

SERIALS: 1 

P3 34 P8 

(2/79) 



RACE: U 

SEX: U 

ID-NO: 



DOB: 


POB: 



STREET NO: 

36 

NAME: 

STONE BRIDGE AVE , MONTCLAIR 



ZIP: 


CLASSIFICATION LEVEL : 

<GO> -NEXT INDEX 
FI -REQUERY 
SHIFT-F1 -CASE INFO F3 
4B| Aa 



-SUMMARY F6 -ADD INDEX 
B0 — W737D402 R 2 


T i l i I 'll' i H I i i l 1 1 1| 

F7 -ADD ALIAS 

F8 -DELETE F10 -INDEX 

F9 -MODIFY SHIFT-F10 -FOIMS 
C 1 15:41 1/03/96 







u &GLAJ-Z. 2 

o> V&v- k* CrcOlva<^ .|^ftj-''V. CP^'Jo . 






dQe 27SS-7? 


S&MZ jLr&etE.. /jf&jpjktJji /aJ7~0 (j£H£tf£f7~', ^ 

J&umjhA sS- *7y* r zpknG/fesr A^c/k jzfeL 

l^Mo 7¥e*J Aidis^jt rE ^/fS ( Frio^ u^&ulc**, 

sStxlzs ?V . ^ _1 

Jjos ; 

Sj^/y/:.. £*?<j&fZhL PUrfftr. Zj?i 



>^e )Pr ~ f~tz&K c-^ne&ST <E 


<z3e^o^sr (Ek'a.rA. /& 7^r 


<7^ f&Utjl£> 


zL/j HitJko /Ma/l^JSs jfr/. /jSx, 6L& 

_ Cs tt^jL J2 e ,^s£^^teZl 




FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 


- 1 - 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 10 / 13 /95 


b6 


I I work bp 1 pnh on e number b7c 

home te 

Lenhone number 1 1 was interviewed b7D 

by Special Agent (SA) 

Federal Bureau of 

Investigation (FBI) . 

|voluntarily provided the following 


information: 


Bv wav of background 


is currently assigned to 


currently lives inf 

that , | 


1 wher e he 
lalso 


is 

noted 


Investigation on 10/13/95 at New York, New York (telephonically) 


File# 58C - New 


by 


Date dictated 


10/13/95 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Universal File Case Number 6&a nJ- 2 , 
Field Office Acquiring Evidence 

Serial # of Originating Document 

Date Received 


From 


(Name of Contributor) 


Address of Contributor 



To Be Returned □ Yes 
Receipt Given □ Yes uno 
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant 
to Rule 6 (e), Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
□ Yes id^No 


Reference: 
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Memorandum 





SAC, CRIMINAL DIVISION 


11(6. 


: 3A 


Suki * ct: L ^ ^ovn*^ v-^C 

a a ^>r • ■o'&s.TTuxcrcori op- ^c^r«Gfc 

LA^n^feertG , ,5g^^ ofcficA. *t_S - U feiscA'T' ^ 

Cc^ufnoM of 

(9tD;m7 

I. In accordance with SAC, Criminal 

corruption investigations, personal auth Y 

Division is requested tos 

open full investigation 

yC onen *lo day preliminary inquiry 

(extension requires FBIHQ approval 
for each succeeding 30 day period) . 

based upon facts and/or circiiMtan^o^^so^* 1 y ^ , ^^^ t 0 ^ ur # 

taS xaa??Ss Stosr. 1 ; 100 f 

slssKs ssts^sku * ^ ion ° f 

Federal Criminal Law. 

II. ™t predicate (Harra tlv. sumary) 

// y vSee AxTAc^eb ^ 3^ e£ --rrrg&V? 


m 


kzcjd. & 

— L 


/SEARCHED 

/SERIAL®) 


2 - New York 

( 1 - 

(1-66II-73) 









III. LEGAL BASIS (U.S. Code, Section(s)) 

use. <.SoS * (J|U-2C_ '!■© | 


IV. United States Attorney, Assistant United States, or 
Strike Force Attoimey 


Has been contacted, opinion obtained as to Federal 
jurisdiction, and commitment to prosecute i£ 
facts developed substantiate the allega tions. 

(AUSA contacted J L_ 1. 


(Date contac^a- 
(By whom ^SA- I 


n 1-7 Iflfi 




Hill be contacted as soon as practical. 


In either case, the opinion will be confined in 
writing. 


V. This — is is not a high- impact case 

involving present or former high-ranking public 
official (s) and/or highlighted by national news 
media requiring an immediate teletype to FBIHQ. 


Airtel and HOC setting forth facts predicating 

case, USA's opinion, initial in vestiga tive steps 


contempl 
or preli 
within t 

VI. SA _ 



* ation, ile. full 

Supervisor . 
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SAC/ASAC 
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blC 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence : ROUTINE 

To: WMFO 

From: NEW YORK 


Attn: SSA 


Date: 12/01/1995 

(C-20) 


Contact: SA 


Approved By: 
Drafted By: 




File Number(s) 
Title: 


58C/NY-256647 


(PENDING) (Pending) 

UNITED STATES SENATOR 


FRANK LAUTENBERG; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE; CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL 
PUBLIC OFFICIALS - LEGISLATIVE; 00: NY 


Synopsis: Lead to WMFO for campaign contribution records. 

Details: New York is currently conducting a preliminary inquiry 

concerning captioned subject. However, other allegations 
received by New York during the course of this investigation 
indicate, among other things, that LAUTENBERG, a United States 
Senator from New Jersey, may have received campaign contributions 
from a company known as Seacrest Trading Company which does 
business in Connecticut and the Bronx, New York. It is further 
alleged that Seacrest Trading Company has ties to Dominican drug 
organizations . 



NEW YORK 
WMFO 
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To: WMFO From: NEW YORK 

Re: 58C/NY-256647 (PENDING) , 12/01/1995 


IiEAD(s) : 

WMFO 


AT WMFO AT WASHINGTON D.C. 

WMFO is requested to obtain any and all Federal 
Election Campaign records pertaining to Senator FRANK LAUTENBERG 
for 1990 to the present. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 


1/9/96 



date of birth 


home address 

I 1 telephone number 

1 1 was 

at thel 


1 

1 llocated in thel 



in the 


voluntarily provided the 


following information: 


| NPDF is a non profit 

organization incorporated in the state of Nevada in 1995. He 
described the NPDF as a "police support foundation." The NPDF 
sponsors programs to help officers with alcohol problems and 
mental problems. The NPDF provides reward money for information 
leading to the capture/ conviction of individuals who harm police 
officers through the "Safe Cop Program." The NPDF sponsors a 
program 11-^ 01 ving the rehabilitation of prison inmates. 

added that the NPDF also generally helps law 


enforcement officers who are "victimized" by the criminal justice 
system. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


The NPDF has many members who volunteer their time to 
the organization. Members include various civil rights leaders 
and politicians who often serve on advisory committees to the 



Investigation on 1/5/96 


Freehold, New Jersey 

File# 58C/NY-256647 — C 




_j 

Date dictated 1/9/96 

by SAS 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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ot a tormer dea investigation of stc that had reacnect a level 
where there was ample sufficiency to justify the prosecution of 
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58C/NY-256647 


Continuation of FD-302 of 


1/5/96 


individuals involved with STC, but the investigation was closed 
down because the United-States Attorn ey's Office. SDNY refused to 
prosecute the matter. also told| |that there was a 

lot of in-house fighting and fighting nthpr amnnifts about 

the resolution of the investigation. 



time so he called, 
investigation . 
the United States 


| Mpu Vn-rV T'prlpral Rnrpan nf 

n (FBI) Supervisory Special Agent ^ 

said he planned to open an investigation into the 

dded that it would be assigned t g Special Agg nt 

did not hear back from for some 

a i i ed him and as ke.d what was going on with the 
n. said the case looked good to him, but 

tates Attorney's Office, SDN Y had refused to 


rosecute the case for unknown reasons 



| assigned to the| 

investigated STC and the investigation was closed. 



Soecial Aaent named 


| New York FBI 

investigated STC and the alleged 
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I | prepared, a menu 

after the second meeting with 
meeting) addressing what was aTscusj 
faxed a copy of this memorandum to|_ 
believes on the same day it was dra: 


irandum to| | sometime 

[(possibly the samp : dav as t 
s«=>.h af. the meeting. I 

plZGXa Fie FnnjQ he 

:ted. provided a 


copy of this memo to the interviewing agents . 
reads as follows: 


Imorandum 
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58C/NY-256647 

Continuation of FD-302 of 


I tried calling| |appT-ovimat e1 v eig ht 

times in the days following his second meeting with but 

did not get through to her and she did not return his calls. 







has had no contact with | | si 

to surmise that maybe he was getting 


met Senator LAUTENBERG in the 

past on several occasions. These encounters w^-rp usually at 

political fundraisers or similar social events. | 
conversations with Senator T.ATTTENFERr: on thnap occasions were 

very brief and basically en tailed I | and the Senator 

saying hello to each other. | | also noted he often got 
the feeling that Senator LAUTENBERG was trying to get away from 
him during these encounters. 
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Continuation of FD-302 of 

, On 

1/5/96 

, Page _ 

18 blC 



corruption o: 


| may have been mv 
pon furthe r questio ning , 



| | believes that investigations by 

enforcement acrencies into the activities of attorneys 



among other things , | | 

has no direct evidence to indicate 
but he has heard this from several 
e expla nation as to why the 
were all stopped. 


concerning criminal activity on the p 
The United States Attorney's Office, SI 
privilege problems as their reason for 
the matter when the federal investigat: 


| | noted that | 

interview in 1992 that she had told SD1 
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• # 



said he is willing to share 


| |also provided the following documents to the 

interviewing agents: 

A North Jersey Herald News article dated October 15, 


1995 written by RICK MURRAY entitled " PROJECT BODEGA AND THE 
DOMINICAN DRUG CARTEL Loan Sharks Target Ethnic Businesses." 
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Continuation of FD-302 of 


, On 1/5/96 


, Page 


Copies of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-Extensions of 
Remarks dated February 8, 1994, pp. E131, E132- and E220. 

Copies of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-Extensions of 
Remarks dated September 23, 1994, pp. E1934 through E1941. 


A sworn and notarized affidavit by 
December 22, 1994. 


dated 


A Demand For Trial By Jury filed on January 10 , 1995 bv 
the la w firm POPE, BERGRIN & TOSCANO, P.A. Attorneys for | 
in Passaic County, New Jersey. 


A copy of a "Sea Crest Trading Company: Prosecution 


Resume" dated January 16, 1995, from 


to Congressman 
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U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


26 Federal Plaza 

New York, New York 10278 

November 6, 1995 



CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS - 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE 


eacres 


| raamg company 

(STC) . STC has; rvFFin^fi in flrspnwi r-.h . Cnrmgr-t .1 f.nt and the Bronx, 

New York. | |some STC 

owne rs/officers are members of the Dominican cartel 

1 These individuals are involved in Jann^orinn d-rng money 
through STC. STC is also, according to| involved in 

food stamp fraud and loaning money to New York bodega owners at 
usurious rates. 


ew jersey, 


5 1 | was contacted by 

nited States Senator f rank 
subsequently met with 







iSlfiij 


After the meeting with| | 

Senator LAUTENBERG's campaign contributions 
through "freedom of informati on" and d iscovered that STC had made 
contributions to LAUTENBERG. does not know the number or 

amounts of these contributions. 


shortly thereafter[ 

with at LAUTENBERC 


meeting an md 


requested a second meeting 


During this second 




the tooic of 


This matter was presented to| | United 

States Attorney (USA) , Southern District of New York, who has 

recused her office from participation in anv nnssihle 

investigation involving 


| The matter was 

suoseguenr.lv presentee to Assistant united States Attorney 

| Eastern District 

of New York on 11/2/95. As a result of this meeting it was 
agreed that the New York FBI will open a preliminary inguirv 
concern inn all sna t i one against 









FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Drafted By: SA 


File Number(s) : 58C-256647 (Pending) 


Title: 


UNITED STATES SENATOR 


FRANK LAUTENBERG; CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS - 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE; 00: NY 


Synopsis: Allegations of possible corruption concerning a member 

of Senator LAUTENBERG 's staff. 


Administrative: For the information of FBIHQ , this matter was 


origina. 

throuah 

Lly brought ta flfi-pnfinn r>-p fho VnrV Offmo 

contact withl 


stated that he had obtained his 

Informs- 

:ion from| 


was subsequently interviewed on 10/13/95 and corroborated 


the information pertaining to Senator LAUTENBERG' s office. 


serve to 
Attorney 
11/2/95. 


As additional information, the enclosed LHM will also 
confirm an nnini r on rendered by Assistant United States 

Eastern District of New York, on 


fl^i NEW YORK 
2ll= FRTTfQ (ENC. 


4 ) 


1 


7 




( 03 / 31 / 95 ) 


m FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

To: FBIHQ From: NEW YORK 
Re: 58C-256647, 11/14/1995 


Enclosures Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and three 
copies of a self explanatory LHM. 


Details New York opened a preliminary inquiry regarding 
captioned matter on 11/14/95. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 


1/17/96 


On January 3, 1996, a search was conducted of the law 
library and public records located at the FEDERAL ELECTION 
COMMISSION (FEC) , 999 E Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. The 
following reference material was searched for SEA CREST TRADING 
COMPANY : 


(1) Standard and Poor's Register of Corporation 
Directors and Executives for 1995. 

(2) Dun & Bradstreet Directory for New York, 
(Manhattan and Bronx) July/August 1995 edition. 

Both searches for SEA CREST TRADING met with negative 

results . 


A review of the Dun & Bradstreet Million Dollar 
Directory provided a listing for SEA CREST TRADING OF CONNECTICUT 
INC., Ill Mill St., Greenwich, Connecticut. Officers for SEA 
CREST TRADING were listed as follows : 


President 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Vice-President 
Vice President 
Comptroller 


LAZAR BERKOVITS 
LOIS KATZ 
MARK BERKOVITS 
PETER EYTEL 
STANLEY A. BRILL 


These names were run through the FEC individual 
contributor's lists. No reference or match was found. 


A review of the Dun & Bradstreet Million Dollar 
Directory also revealed a listing for SEA CREST CONSTRUCTION 
CORPORATION, 157 Albany Avenue, Freeport, New York. Officers for 
SEA CREST CONSTRUCTION were listed as follows: 


President - JOSEPH SCALAMANDRE 

Secretary/Treasurer - FRED SCALAMANDRE 

Comptroller - MARTY MCCARTHY 

These names were run through the FEC individual 
contributor's lists. This search met with negative results. 


Investigation on 1/3/96 


at WASHINGTON, D.C. 


File# 


gqp^TV-occg/17 


by 


SA 

SA 


Date dictated 1/17/96 


This docume nt ujiimnu liiiinti iiujimiitiiuuuuiiu i 


F^Jperty of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
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it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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, On 1/3/96 , Page 


The public records were also searched for Reports of 
Receipts and Disbursements filed by Senator LAUTENBERG from 1990 
to the present. The following documents were obtained: 

(1) Two (2) computer pages listing the Report of 
Receipts and Disbursements with microfilm location for reporting 
year 1989-1990. 

(2) One (1) computer page listing the Report of 
Receipts and Disbursements with microfilm location for reporting 
year 1991-1992. 

(3) Three (3) computer pages listing the Report of 
Receipts and Disbursements with microfilm location for reporting 
year 1993-1994. 

(4) One (1) computer page listing the Report of 
Receipts and Disbursements with microfilm location for reporting 
year 1995-1996. 

(5) Twelve (12) computer pages listing the Report of 
Receipts and Disbursements with microfilm location for reporting 
year 1991-1992 listing Section 5. 

(6) Forty-one (41) computer pages listing the Report 
of Receipts and Disbursements with microfilm location for 
reporting year 1993-1994 listing Section #5. This print-out does 
not contain the entire listing for non-party and other committees 
due to a computer printer error. 

(7) Two (2) computer pages from the individual 
contributor list with references to SEACREST for reporting year 
1989-1990. 

(8) Two (2) computer pages from the individual 
contributor list with references to SEACREST for reporting year 
1991-1992. 

(9) Two (2) computer pages from the individual 
contributor list with references to SEACREST for reporting year 
1993-1994. 

(10) Two (2) computer pages from the individual 
contributor list with references to SEACREST for reporting year 
1995-1996. 


58C-NY-256647 

Continuation of FD-302 of FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION , On 1/3/96 , Page 


There was no reference to SEA CREST TRADING COMPANY in 
the above referenced documents. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 

TO: NEW YORK 



Date: 01/17/1996 


From: WFO 

C-20 NVRA 

Contact : SA 


Approved By: 
Drafted By: 


File Number(s) : 58C-NY-256647 (Referred Upon Completion) 


Title: | | 

UNITED STATES SENATOR FRANK LAUTENBERG; 

CFPO - LEGISLATIVE; 

00: NY 

Synopsis: Results of search of Federal Election Commission (FEC) 

records . 

Reference: NY EC- to WFO dated 12/1/95. WFO telcal to NY Case 

Agent on 1/4/96. 

Enclosures: One original and two copies of an FD-302 for the 

search of documents at the FEC. Three photocopied pages from the 
Dun & Bradstreet, Million Dollar Directory 1995 Series. Sixty- 
eight (68) pages of computer print-outs of Senator LAUTENBERG 1 s 
report of receipts and disbursements of campaign funds covering 
reporting period 1990 to the present. One copy of the June 1994 
FEC Campaign Laws complied by the FEC. One copy of the 1995 
Title 11, Code of Federal Regulations. 

Details: On January 3, 1996, a search was conducted at the FEC 

for information concerning the SEA CREST TRADING COMPANY and 
possible connections to Senator LAUTENBERG and his campaign via 
campaign contributions. A review of the Dun & Bradstreet Million 
Dollar Directory revealed a listing for SEA CREST TRADING OF 
CONNECTICUT INC., Ill Mill St., Greenwich, Connecticut. Officers 
for SEA CREST TRADING were as follows^- 

President 

Secretary/Treasurer - 
Vice-President 
Vice President 
Comptroller 


1 
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To: NEW YORK From: WFO 

Re: 58C-NY-256647 , 01/17/1996 

The officer's names were run through the individual 
contributor's lists and met with negative results. 

A review of the Dun & Bradstreet Million Dollar 
Directory also revealed a listing for SEA CREST CONSTRUCTION 
CORPORATION, 157 Albany Avenue, Freeport, New York. Officers for 
SEA CREST CONSTRUCTION were as follows: 

President - .TQSFPuVq CALAMA NDRE 

Secretary/Treasurer - ^ FR E D_S^PrAMANE>RE 

Comptroller - MARTY ''MCCARTH Y- 

\ . . . 

The officer's names were run through the individual 
contributor '.s lists and met with negative results. 

For information of receiving office, the computer 
print-outs assist in locating microfilm records. This microfilm 
contains the reports of receipts and disbursements of campaign 
contributions and funds. Section #1 of the print-out lists the 
Statement of Organization made by the candidate . Section #2 
through #4 contain the authorized committees by the candidate . 
Section #5 lists the names and monetary amounts of contributions 
made by non-party and other committees to the campaign. The 
names SEA CREST, SEACREST and SEA CREST TRADING were searched in 
the contributor lists but this search met with negative results. 


There being no additional investigation required of 
this division at this time, WFO considers captioned matter RUC. 


<nb!ZLL 


‘f? -/ 2 — 


b6 

b7C 



b6 

b7C 


Dun & Bradstreet 


MILLION 

DOLLAR 

DIRECTORY 

America’s Leading Public 
& Private Companies 


SERIES 

1995 


This book is the property of Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., a company of The Dun & Bradstreet Corporation, 899 Eaton Ave., Bethlehem, PA 18025-0001 
COPYRIGHT 1995 by Dun & Bradstreet, Inc. / Printed in U.S.A. 


ISSN 0734-2861 
ISBN -1-56203-388-3 
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DAKN-S 02-052-1837 

SDV INC (CA) 

5316 Kearny Mesa Rd, San Diego, CA 921 1 1- 
1802 

7e/ (619) 279-9700 Founded/Ownnhp 1966, 1976 
Sales 22.3MM Emp 60 

Bank First Interstate Bank of California, San 
Diego, CA 

SIC 5511 Automobiles, new & used. 

•Wesley C Hinkle Pr 

•MaiyWheller SecTr 

•Stephen Hinkle VP 

WAN-5 08-766-0080 

SDW ENTERPRISES INC OX) 

KAWASAKI CITY 

1516 W Irving Blvd, Irving, 7X 75061-7225 
Tel (214) 438-9425 Founded/Ownnhp 1 967 
Sales 3.8MM Emp 12 

Bon* Inwood National Bank, Dallas, TX 
5/C 5571 5551 Motorcycle dealers; Jet skis. 

•Sam White Pr 

•Ricky Trotter Sec 

•Cynthia White VP 


D-U-N-S 02-646-3927 

J 1 982 SDX CORP (NO 

r *-# SDX ELECTRONICS 

« r***™ 01 ' 750 Riverside Dr, Asheville, NC 28801-1644 

^ Tel (704) 252-8330 Founded/Ownnhp 1981 

Soles 15.3 MM Emp 180 

.^ti/ewriwr Accts Kledls & Co CPA 

MANAGEMENT INL 5/c 3679 4226 EIectronlc circuit,. Speda | 


mis mS 

plli 

I Lind tub##® " 


(QIP /CA) 

■TfTVcMw, CA 92101-2431 
1 983 

£hU5 

11/ . 

# 4 / %*4s*4J commercial banks; 
Kfi » n»- Mort^e bankers. 

BK? VChSec 

fi CEO 

Kf+£** c/o vp 

Ef *r*i m//mw/ 

■gftWKtttfK KA) 

K» $0** *?tu 

' T PH irt^Hwood, CA 90301 - 

u^tdJO*mnhp 1983 
t) JJ<.| 1 70 

1IRV1CE5 DIV INC 

^Uu (tthamiCS RESEARCH 

MOW. OH 45150-2712 
jr**** t ***tdX>*T\nhp 1 980 

fcgl ChBdPr 

C/O Sr VP Tr 

SecVPCC 

SSL VPCbnt 

f*" AutCont 

762 1 

E tZT noo UCTS MARKET- 

f^^imuMlCSRESFAnrw 


otnamiCS RESEARCH 
I*£^^ , S°-271 2 

^tS!° mnh p^ 

* ChBdPr 

P0SrVPTr 

e* ^Vp 

** S« VP 

^Cont 
AutCom 


r^^, NC 

b ^ Uw " Scare 


^><0 
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warehousing fit storage. 
•P W Bartscn Sr 
•Donald Dixon 
Herman Baer 
Vince Putrid 
Alice Reagan 
Wally French 

SDX ELECTRONICS 

See SDX CORP 


ChBdTr 

Pr 

VP Pint Mgr 
VP Sis 
Off Mgr 
Pur Mgr 


WAN-S 80-228-1899 

SE CORP OF MICHIGAN 

SIMON & SONS 

11731 E 8 Mile Rd, Warren, Ml 48089-3146 
Tel (81 0) 774-9202 Founded/Ownnhp 1 991 
Sales 25MM Emp 350 

5/C5541 5411 Filling stations, gasoline; Con- 
venience stores, independent 
•Ramzi Simon ChBd 

•Fawzi Simon Pr 

•Fawaz Simon SecTr 

‘Frank Simon SecTr 

•Falz Simon VP 

WAN-5 61-272-1019 

SE TECHNOLOGIES INC (PA) 

(Subyof VANADIUM ENTERPRISES CORP) 

98 Vanadium Rd, Bridgeville, PA 15017-3003 
Tel (412) 22 1-1100 Founded/Ownnhp 1 989 
Soles 31.7MM* Emp 500 

SIC 8711 8744 7371 Engineering services; 
Facilities support services; Computer software 
development & applications. 

•Alexis Tsaggaris PrCEO 

•Bal Gupta ExVPSec 

Paul Fallert Tr 

Board of Dlrecton: Matthew D Schneider. 

D-U-N-S 05-134-4422 
SE-GO INDUSTRIES INC <FL) 

SECURITY ALUMINUM WINDOWS a DOORS 
51 00 NW 72nd Ave, Miami, FL 331 66-5625 
Tel (3 05) 5 9 1 -8990 Founded/Ownnhp 1 969 
Soles 17.6 MM Emp 270 

Bon* Barnett Bank of South Florida NA, Hialeah, 

Accts Spear Safer Harmon & Co 

SIC 3442 Sash, door or window; metal; Metal 

doors. 

•Sella Goien Pr 

•Shlriey Goien Sec 

•Sharon Goien-Glfck Tr 

•Ken Goien VP 

Larry Block Cent 

Trevor Thompson AsstCont 

WAN-5 05-021-8767 

SE-MA-NO ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE <MO) 
Business Hwy 5 N, Mansfield, MO 65704 
Tel (41 7) 924-3243 Founded/Ownnhp 1 945 
Soles 3.6MM Emp 17 

Bank Southern Missouri Bank, Mansfield, MO 
SIC 491 1 Distribution, electric power. 

Lee Blnley Mgr 

SEA 

See SCIENCE fit ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES INC 

SEA 

See SEA INC OF DELAWARE 

D-U-N-S 13-053-3177 
■ SEA B MINING CO INC (VA) 

(Sub/ of THAMES DEVELOPMENT LIMITED) 

448 W Main St, Lebanon, VA 24266-4000 
Tel (703) 889-6000 Founded/Ownnhp 1 984 
Sales 28.4MM f Emp 183 
SIC 1221 Bituminous coal & lignite-surface. 
•Gerald RSpIndler Pr 

•Florence Verrier Sec 

•James Hartough TrVP 

W B Perkins AsstCont 


SIC 7011 Motels. 

Jackie Redding Ownr 

Dave Redding Mgr 

WAN-5 14-074-6751 

SEA BEE DAIRY 

28409 SE 392nd St, Enumdaw, WA 98022-9724 
Tel (206) 825-2073 Founded/Ownnhp 1 960 
Soles 325M Emp 3 

SIC 0241 Dairy farms. 

Clayton Bloomer Pt 

Steve Bloomer Pt 

SEA CAPTAIN MOTOR LODGE 

See BRUTON fit CUNE 

D-U-N-S 06-273-6129 
SEA CUFF MANOR 
2650 Alkl Ave SW, Seattle, WA 981 16-2841 
Tel (206) 938-3238 Founded/Ownnhp 1964, 1963 
Sales 42M Empl 

SIC 6513 Apartment building operators. 

Charles Albert Ownr 

SEA CON 

See BRANTNER & ASSOCIATES INC 
D-U-N-S 13-190-9608 

SEA CONTAINERS AMERICA INC <DE) 
(Subyof SEA CONTAINERS LIMITED, Bermuda) 
1155 Ave of the Americas, New Yorii NY 10036- 
2703 

Tel (2 1 2) 302-5 066 Founded/Ownnhp 1 980 

Sales 416MM Emp 140 

Bon* National Westminster Bank USA, New York, 

5/C 7359 Shipping container leasing. 


•ErikPWolt 
•James B Sherwood 
•Robin Lynch 
•Edwin S Hetherington 
•Daniel J O'Sullivan 
•Paul Dacey 
•Nicholas J Novaslc 


ChBd CEO 

VChBd 

Pr 

Sec 

Tr 

VP 

VP 


D-U-N-S 01-244-0715 
SEA COTTAGE ANTIQUES 

SEA COTTAGE REAL ESTATE 

451 20 Main St, Mendodno, CA 95460 

Tel (707) 937-5758 Founded/Ownnhp 1 976 

Sales SOOM EmpS 

SIC 5932 6531 Antiques; Real estate brokers fit 

agents. 

Kathy Casper CoOwnr 

David Lackey CoOwnr 

SEA COTTAGE REAL ESTATE 

See SEA COTTAGE ANTIQUES 

SEA CREST 

See CENTRAL LAUNDRY SERVICE CORP 

WAN-5 17-815-0520 

SEA CREST CONDO ASSOCIATION 

350 Quaker Rd, North Falmouth, MA 02556-2903 
Tel (508) 540-9400 Founded/Ownnhp 1 987 
Sales 6.9 MM Emp 100 

5/C 7011 Hotels. 

Ernie Palazzolo COO 

D-U-N-S 00-399-5099 

SEA CREST CONSTRUCTION CORP (ny) 

157 Albany Ave, Freeport, NY 11520-4710 
Tel (51 6) 868-3000 Founded/Ownnhp 1 960 
Sales 40MM Emp 100 

Bank National Westminster Bank USA, Freeport, 

5/C 1542 1541 Nonresidentlal construction; In- 
dustrial buildings fit warehouses. 
•JosephScalamandre Pr 

•Fred Scalamandre SecTr 

Marty McCarthy Cont 

D-U-N-S 11-834-2708 

SEA CRESTTRADING OF CONNECTICUT 
INC (CT) 

1 1 1 Mill St, Greenwich, CT 06830-5807 

Tel (203) 531-7000 Founded/Ownnhp 1 984 

Sales 8.4 MM Emp 20 

Bank Putnam Trust Co of Greenwich, Greenwich, 

CT 

5/C 6211 Note brokers. 

•Lazar Berkovits Pr 

•Lois Katz SecTr 

•Mark Berkovits VP 

•Peter Eytel VP 

Stanley A Brill Comp 

SEA DEEP FISHERIES 

See DAERIM AMERICA INC 

D-U-N-S 06-540*3016 IMP 

SEA DREAM LEATHER CO INC (VA) 

3302 W Broad St, Richmond, VA 23230*5008 
Tel (804) 359-3521 Founded/Ownnhp 1 971 
Sales 6.9 MM Emp 70 


WAN-5 05-152-5178 

SEA GATE TRAVEL AGENCY INC (ny) 

450 7th Ave Ste 1202, New York, NY 10123-0019 
Tel (212) 594-5860 Founded/Ownnhp 1 947, 1956 
Sofes 38.9MM r Emp 120 
Bank Atlantic Bank of New York, New York, NY 
5/C 4724 Travel agendes. 

•Norman Graup Pr 

•Victor Ascrizzl VP 

SEA GEAR STORE 

SeeOOC FREEMAN'S INC 

SEA GROUP 

SeeUNIVERSALGROUPINC 

WAN-5 00-227-5600 EXP 

SEA GULL UGHT1NG PRODUCTS INC (PA) 
WOODRIVER 

' 301 W Washington St Riverside, NJ 08075-4142 
Tel (609) 764-0500 Founded/Ownnhp 1 91 9, 1 946 
Soles 46.5MM f Emp 600 
Bank Bank of Boston, Boston, MA 
5/C 3645 Residential lighting fixtures.. * 

•Martin Ntni-h 


•Martin Hirsch 
Edwin N Solomon 
Charles E Zaccaria 


Pr 

CEO SecTr 
Cont * -* 


Bank Signet Bahk/VIrglnla, Richmond, VA 
Accts Schutrumpf fit Associates 
SICS699 5661 5948 Leather garments; Shoe 


stores; Luggage, except footlockers fit trunks. 
•James C Stone Pr 

•Raymond Tolson VP 

D-U-N-S 10-618-2603 EXP 
SEA FRESH USA INC <R|) 

280 Great Island Rd, Narragansett, Rl 02882-5621 
Te/ (4 01 ) 783-445 4 Founded/Ownnhp 1983 
Sales 25MM Emp SO 

Bank Fleet National Bank, Providence, Rl 


WAN-5 02-669-1303 EXP 

SEA HAWK SEAFOOD INC (Alt) 

S Harbor Dr, Valdez, AK 99686 

Tel (907) 835-4837 Founded/Ownnhp 1 980 

Sales 10.7MM Emp 20 

Bank National Bancorporatlon of Alaska, Valdez; 

Accts Price Waterhouse LLP 

5/C 2092 Seafoods, fresh: prepared; Seafoods, * 

frozen: prepared. 

•Raymond LCesarinl Pr 

•Lasetta Montgomery ExVP 

•Sandra Tavanfs SecTr 

D-U-N-S 19-327-7654 EXP 

■ SEA INC OF DELAWARE (DE) 

5£4 

(Subyof DATAMARINE INTERNATIONAL INC) 
7030 220th StSW, Mountlake Terrace, WA 
98043-2125 

Tel (206) 77 1 -2 1 82 Founded/Ownnhp 1 975, 1 986 
Sales 4.2MM Emp 56 

Bank Seattle First National Bank, Seattle, WA 
5/C 3663 Marine radio communications equip- 
ment; Mobile communication equipment 
•David Brown Ch Bd 

•David C Thompson PrCEO 

D-U-N-S 00-797-7531 

■ SEA ISLAND BANK (CA) 

(Sub/ of SYNOVUS FINANCIAL CORP) 

2 E Main St, Statesboro, GA 30458-4966 

Tel (912) 489-8661 Founded/Ownnhp 1901, 1991 

Sales NA Emp 86 

Bank NationsBank of Georgia NA, Atlanta, GA 

SIC 6022 State commercJalDanks. 

•David H Averitt Pr 

•Julian I Deal ExVP 

•Charles R Burnett Sec 

D4J-N-S 00-692-6562 

SEA ISLAND CO INC (CA) 

CLOISTER THE 

100 First St, Sea Island, GA 31561 
Tel (912) 638-361 1 Founded/Ownnhp 1 926 
Safes 61.4MM Emp 1,000 

Accts Deloach & Co 

5/C 7011 7992 0781 5813 6552 5992 Resort 
hotel; Public golf courses; Landscape planning 
services; Drinking places; Subdividers fit 
developers; Florists. 

•Alfred W Jones Jr ChBd 


D-U-N-S 05*161-0715 ao/ewaMM Emp 50 

SEA BANKS MOTEL Fleet National Bank, Provld 

2200 S Ocean 8lvd, Myrtle Beach, SC 29S77-4743 5/C5146 Fish, cured; Fish, fresh. 

Tel (803) 448-2434 Founded/Ownnhp 1 972, 1 983 "James Fox Pr 

Sales S 75 M Emp 10 

Sank Wachovia Bank of South Carolina NA, 


•Alfred W Jones Jr ChBd 

•Alfred W Jones III Pr 

•DennleL McCrary Sec TrVP 

•J Dewey Benefield VP 

•Edward T Wright Jr VP 

Board of Dlrecton: T M Baumgardner, John Gil- 
bert, Howard C Jones, Marianna J Kuntz, James 
McSwiney, Katherine J O'Conner, James Williams. 
ISLAND LANDSCAPE CENTER DIV Nurseries fit 
garden centers; Hardware. 

D-U-N-S 09-759-9567 

SEA ISLE GIFTS 

1216 S Virginia Dare Trail Hwy 12, Kill Devil Hills, 
NC 27948 

Tel (9 1 9) 44 1 -7206 Founded/Ownnhp 1 978 
Sales 165M Emp 3 

Bank Centura Bank, Manteo, NC 
5/C5947 6S12 Gift shop; Shopping center, * 
property operation only. 

Elizabeth Ann Wescott Pt 

Fred Wescott Pt 

I 

1 WAN-5 62-140-5752 
SEA ISLE OWNERS INC (NY) 

3901 Nostrand Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11235-2150 ■ 

Tel (718) 833-6600 Founded/Ownnhp 1 982 

5o/es1.3MM Emp 4 

Bank Chase Manhattan Bank NA, Flushing, NY 

Accts Potansky Bennett Sage 

5/C 6531 Cooperative apartment manager. 

•Mark Fisherman Pr 

•Gerald Kantor SecTr 

•Lee Edelman VP 

•Joseph Fanale VP, 

SEA ISLE SPORTSWEAR 

Set NORMINJIL SPORTSWEAR CORP 

D-U-N-S 06-901-8-197 
I SEA KING V INC <MD) 

CRAB SHANTY 

3410 Plumtree Dr, EUicott City, MD 21042-3899 
re/(410) 465-9660 Faunded/Ov/nnha 1978 


k A 


SEA KING V INC 4583 




ot rte\: 

>■^0: Telephones 


Ch* 

► * - 

f fcVP 

r yVfTr 

0* yvf 

Con* 


WAN-S 02-052-1837 

SDVINC(CA) 

5316 Kearny Mesa Rd, San Diego, CA 921 11- 
1802 

Tel (619) 279-9700 Founded/Ownrshp 1 966, 1976 
Sd/es22.3MM Emp 60 
Sank First Interstate Bank of California, San 
Diego, CA 

J/C5511 Automobiles, new & used. 

•Wesley C Hinkle Pr 

•Mary Wheiler SecTr 

•Stephen Hinkle VP 


SIC 7011 Motels. 
Jackie Redding 
Dave Redding 


**' oocf 


WAN-S 08-766-0080 

SDW ENTERPRISES INC (TX) 

KAWASAKI CITY 

1516 W Irving Blvd, Irving, TX 75061-7225 
Tel (21 4) 438-9425 Founded/Ownrshp 1 967 
5o/es 3.8MM Emp 12 
Bank inwood National Bank, Dallas, TX 
SIC 5571 5551 Motorcyde dealers; jet skis. 
•Sam White Pr 

•Ricky Trotter Sec 

•Cynthia White VP 


t0 „ WAN-S 02-646-3927 

•J « 1 982 SDX CORP <NQ 

^ SDX ELECTRONICS 

t f»^« nL 750 Riverside Dr, Asheville, NC 28801-1644 

CVnr 7W(704) 2S2-8330 Founded/Ownrshp 1 981 

So/« 15.3MM Emp 180 
,.. ei rr Accts Wedis fit Co CPA 

MPta/W" management inc s/c 3679 4226 Electron | c drcuItj; special 


w • 


4v«r t*/n-4?o; 
fcprflPK (CA) 

** H k^twood, CA 90301- 


«MMWtVnn>jp1983 

i 


|r *ut4*n;o 

iW^tNiiC IWV1CES DIV INC 

O^HAMia RESEARCH 


^**•**<*45150-2712 
£*** 2^*W>wnhp1980 


Cr* 1 CIO Sc VP Tr 

Wp Sr VP 

S4CVPCC 

VTCont 

AirtCont 

«BEARCH 


JJ^Wrvjhp 1981 

i Q»6dPr 

OOSrVPTr 
^ Sr VP 

* S*CVP 

V^Cont 
Am Coot 


ft 44 **** 


i^J2-227S 


, ^ u «ns garden 

i * 

“ Stcvp 

fck,, ,vp 


warehousing & storage. 
*PW Bartscn Sr 


CO«7 (CA) _ 
CA 92101-2431 
|513mP 1983 

commercial banks; 
g*+*rri. binkers ' 

eh&j VChSec 

Sm f»C£0 

R& cfovp 

Admr 


*P W Bartscn Si 
•Donald Dixon 
Herman Baer 
Vince Putrlri 
Alice Reagan 
Wally French 


ChBdTr 

Pr 

VP Pint Mgr 
VP Sis 
Off Mgr 
Pur Mgr 


SDX ELECTRONICS 

See SDX CORP 


WAN-5 80-228-1899 

SE CORP OF MICHIGAN 

SIMON & SONS 

11731 E 8 Mile Rd, Warren, Mi 48089-3146 
Tel (81 0) 774-9202 Founded/Ownrshp 1991 
Sales 25MM Emp 350 

SIC 5541 5411 Filling stations, gasoline; Con- 
venience stores, independent 
•Ramzi Simon Ch Bd 

•Fawzi Simon Pr 

•Fawaz Simon SecTr 

•Frank Simon SecTr 

•Falz Simon VP 


WAN-5 61-272-1019 

SE TECHNOLOGIES INC (PA) 

(Subyof VANADIUM ENTERPRISES CORP) 

98 Vanadium Rd, Bridgeville, PA 1501 7-3003 
Tel (412) 221-1100 Founded/Ownrshp 1989 
Soles 31.7MM* Emp 500 
SIC 8711 8744 7371 Engineering services; 
Faculties support services; Computer software 
development & applications. 

•Alexis Tsaggaris Pr CEO 

*Bal Gupta BtVPSec 

Paul Fallert Tr 

Board of Directors: Matthew D Schneider. 


*5elig Golen 
•Shirley Golen 
•Sharon Golen-Giick 
•Ken Golen 
Larry Block 
Trevor Thompson 


WAN-5 05-021-8767 

SE-MA-NO ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE <mo> 
Business Hwy 5 N, Mansfield, MO 65704 
Tel (41 7) 924-3243 Founded/Ownrshp 1 945 
Sb/es 3.6MM EmpT7 
Bank Southern Missouri Bank, Mansfield, MO 
SIC 491 1 Distribution, electric power. 

Lee Binley Mgr 


See SCIENCE & ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES INC 


SEA 

See SEA INC OF DELAWARE 


M WAN-5 13-053-3177 

■ SEA B MINING CO INC (VA) 

C Subyof THAMES DEVELOPMENT LIMITED) 
448 w Main St Lebanon, VA 24266-4000 
Tel (703) 889-6000 Founded/Ownrshp 1 984 
Sales 28.4MM* Emp 183 
SIC 1221 Bituminous coal fit lignite-surface. 
•Gerald R Spindler Pr 

•Florence Verrier Sec 

•James Hartough TrVP 

WB Perkins AsstCont 


WAN-5 05-161-0715 

SEA BANKS MOTEL 

2200 S Ocean Blvd, Myrtle Beach, SC 29S77-4743 
Tel (803) 448-2434 Founded/Ownrshp 1 972, 1 983 
Sales 575M Emp 10 

Bank Wachovia Bank of South Carolina NA, 
Co'unnWi <c 


WAN-S 14-074-6751 

SEA BEE DAIRY 

28409 SE 392nd St Enumdaw, WA 98022-9724 
Tel (206) 825-2073 Founded/Ownrshp 1 960 
Sales 325M Emp 3 

SIC 0241 Dairy farms. 

Clayton Bloomer Pt 

Steve Bloomer Pt 


(WAS 05-152-5178 

SEA GATE TRAVEL AGENCY INC (ny) 

450 7th AveSte 1202, New York, NY 101234)019 
Tel (212) 594-5860 Founded/Ownrshp 1947, 1956 
Sales 38.9MM C Emp 120 

Bank Atlantic Bank of New York, New York, NY 
SIC 4724 Travel agendes. 

•Norman Graup Pr 

•Victor AscrizzI VP 


SEA GEAR STORE 

See DOC FREEMAN'S INC 


SEA CAPTAIN MOTOR LODGE 

See BRUTON fit CUNE 


WAN-5 06-273-6129 
SEA CUFF MANOR 
2650 Alkl Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98116-2841 
Tel (206) 938-3238 Founded/Ownrshp 1 964, 1 963 
Sales 42M Emp 1 

SIC 6513 Apartment building operators. * 

Charles Albert Ownr 


SEA GROUP 

See UNIVERSAL GROUP INC 


SEA CON 

See BRANTNER & ASSOCIATES INC 


WAN-S 13-190-9608 

SEA CONTAINERS AMERICA INC (DE) 
(Subyof SEA CONTAINERS LIMITED, Bermuda) 
1155 Ave of the Americas, New York, NY 1 0036- 
2703 

Tel (21 2) 302-5066 Founded/Ownrshp 1 980 

Sales 416MM Emp 140 

took National Westminster Bank USA, New York, 

SIC 7359 Shipping container leasing. 


WAN-S 00-227-5600 EXP 

SEA GULL UGHTING PRODUCTS INC (PA) 

WOODRIVER 

301 W Washington St Riverside, NJ 08075-4142 
Tel (609) 764-0500 Founded/Ownrshp 1 91 9, 1 946 
Sales 46.5MM* Emp 600 
Bank Bank of Boston, Boston, MA . * 

SIC 3645 Residential lighting fixtures;. rji - 
•Martin HIrsch Pr . 

Edwin N Solomon CEO SecTr 

Charles E Zaccaria Coot * *- •’ 


WAN-5 02-669-1303 EXP 

SEA HAWK SEAFOOD INC (ax) ' 

S Harbor Dr, Valdez, AK 99686 

Tel (907) 835-4837 Founded/Ownrshp 1 980 

Sales 10. 7MM Emp 2 0 

Bank National Bancorporation of Alaska, Valdez; 


•Erik P Wolt 
•James B Sherwood 
•Robin Lynch 
•Edwin S Hetherington 
•Daniel J O'Sullivan 
•Paul Dacey 
•Nicholas J Novasic 


Ch Bd CEO 

VChBd 

Pr 

Sec 

Tr 

VP 

VP 


WAN-S 01-244-0715 
SEA COTTAGE ANTIQUES 
SEA COTTAGE REAL ESTATE 
45120 Main St Mendodno, CA 95460 
Tel (707) 937-5758 Founded/Ownrshp 1976 
Sales 500M EmpS 

5/C5932 6531 Antiques; Real estate brokers fit 
agents. 

Kathy Casper CoOwnr 

David Lackey CoOwnr 


SEA COTTAGE REAL ESTATE 

See SEA COTTAGE ANTIQUES 


SEA CREST 

See CENTRAL LAUNDRY SERVICE CORP 


WAN-S 05-134-4422 
SE-GO INDUSTRIES INC (Fi) 

SECURITY ALUMINUM WINDOWS & DOORS 
5100 NW 72nd Ave, Miami, FL33166-5625 
Tel (305) 591 -8990 Founded/Ownrshp 1 969 
5o/ei 17.6MM Emp 270 
Bonk Barnett Bank of South Florida NA, Hialeah, 

Accts Spear Safer Harmon fit Co 

SIC 3442 Sash, door or window: metal; Metal 

doors. 


WAN-5 00-399*5099 

SEA CREST CONSTRUCTION CORP (NY) 
157 Albany Ave, Freeport NY 11520-4710 
Tel (5 1 6) 868-3000 Founded/Ownrshp 1 960 
Sales 40MM Emp 100 

Bonk National Westminster Bank USA, Freeport, 

S/C 1542 1541 Nonresidential construction; In- 
dustrial buildings fit warehouses. 

•Joseph Scalamandre Pr 

•FredScalamandre SecTr 

Marty McCarthy Coot 


WAN-5 11-834-2708 

SEA CRESTTRADING OF CONNECTICUT 
INC (cr) 

111 Mill St Greenwich, CT 06830-5807 

Tel (203) 531 -7000 Founded/Ownrshp 1 984 

Sales 8.4MM Emp 20 

Bank Putnam Trust Co of Greenwich, Greenwich, 

CT 


SIC 6211 Note brokers. 
•Lazar Berkovits 
•Lois Katz 
•Mark Berkovits 
•Peter Eytel 
Stanley A Brill 


SEA DEEP FISHERIES 

See DAERIM AMERICA INC 


WAN-5 06-540-3016 IMP 

SEA DREAM LEATHER CO INC (VA) 

3302 W Broad St Richmond, VA 23230-5008 
Tel (804) 359-3521 Founded/Ownrshp 1971 
Sales 6.9MM Emp 70 


Bank Signet Bank/VIrglnla, Richmond, VA 
Accts Scnutrumpf fit Associates 
5/C56995661 5948 Leather garments; Shoe 


stores; Luggage, except footlockers fit trunks. 
•James C Stone Pr 

•Raymond Tolson VP 


WAN-5 10-618-2603 EXP 
SEA FRESH USA INC (Rt) 

280 Great Island Rd, Narragansett Rl 02882-5621 
Tel (401 ) 783-4454 Founded/Ownrshp 1 983 
Sales 25MM Emp 50 

Bank Fleet National Bank, Providence, Rl 
SIC 51 46 Fish, aired; Fish, fresh. 

•James Fox Pr 


Accts Price Waterhouse LLP 

SIC 2092 Seafoods, fresh: prepared; Seafoods, 

frozen: prepared. 

•Raymond LCesarini Pr 

•Lasetta Montgomery Ex VP 

•Sandra Tavanls * SecTr 


W/-N-5 1 9-327-7654 EXP 

■ SEA INC OF DELAWARE (DE) 

SEA 

(Sub/ of DATAMARINE INTERNATIONAL INC) 
7030 220th StSW, Mountlake Terrace, WA 
98043-2125 - • 

Tel (206) 771-21 82 Founded/Ownrshp 1 975, 1 986 
Sales 4.2MM EmpS6 

Bank Seattle First National Bank, Seattle, WA 
SIC 3663 Marine radio communications equip- 
ment* Mobile communication equipment 
•David Brown Ch Bd 

•David C Thompson PrCEO 


WAN-5 17-815-0520 
SEA CREST CONDO ASSOCIATION 

350 Quaker Rd, North Falmouth, MA 02556-2903 
Tel (508) 540-9400 Founded/Ownrshp 1 987 
Sales 6.9MM Emp 100 

SIC 7011 Hotels. 

Ernie Palazzolo COO 


WAN-5 00-797-7531 
■ SEA ISLAND BANK (CA) 

(Subyof SYNOVUS FINANCIAL CORP) 

2 E Main St Statesboro, GA 30458-4966 

Te! (91 2) 489-8661 Founded/Ownrshp 1 901, 1991 

Soles NA Emp 86 

Bank NationsBank of Georgia NA, Atlanta, GA 

SIC 6022 State commercial banks. 

•David H Averitt Pr 

•Julian I Deal ExVP 

•Charles R Burnett Sec 


WAN-5 00-692*6562 

SEA ISLAND CO INC (CA) 

CLOISTER THE 

100 First St Sea Island, CA 31561 

Tel (91 2) 638-361 1 Founded/Ownrshp 1 926 

Sales 61 .4MM Emp 1,000 

Accts Deloach fic Co 

SIC 7011 79920781 5813 6552 5992 Resort 


hotel; Public golf courses; Landscape planning 
services; Drinking places; SubdMaers fit 


developers; Florists. 

•Alfred W Jones Jr Ch Bd 

•Alfred W Jones HI Pr 

•Dennie L McCrary Sec TrVP 

*J Dewey Benefield VP 

•Edward T Wright Jr VP 

Board of Directors: T M Baumgardner, John Gil- 
bert Howard C Jones, Marianna J Kunt^ James 
McSwIney, Katherine J O'Conner, James Williams. 
ISLAND LANDSCAPE CENTER DIV Nurseries fit 
garden centers; Hardware. 


WAN-5 09-759-9567 

SEA ISLE GIFTS 

1216 S Virginia Dare Trail Hwy 12, Kill Devil Hills, 
NC 27948 

Tel (9 1 9) 44 1 -7206 Founded/Ownrshp 1 978 
Soles 165M Emp 3 

Bank Centura Bank, Manteo, NC 
SIC 5947 6512 Gift shop; Shopping center, 
property operation only. 

Elizabeth Ann Wescott Pt 

Fred Wescott Pt 


■ WAN-5 62-140-5752 

SEA ISLE OWNERS INC (ny) 


3901 Nostrand Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11235-2150 

Tel (7 18) 833-6600 -Founded/Ownrshp 1982 

Sales 1.3MM Emp 4 

Bank Chase Manhattan Bank NA, Flushing, NY 

Accts Polansky Bennett Sage 

5/C 6531 Cooperative apartment manaqer. 

•Mark Fisherman Pr 

•Gerald Kantor SecTr 

•Lee Edelman VP 

•Joseph Fanale VP, 


SEA ISLE SPORTSWEAR 

Set NORMINJIL SPORTSWEAR CORP 


WAN-5 06-901 -8497 
SEA KING V INC (MD) 

CRAB SHANTY 

3410 Plumtree Dr, Elllcott City, MD 21042-3899 
Tel (410) 465-9660 Founded/OwnrshD 1 978 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Date of transcription 1/19/96 


I rlat-o of Vi-ir-hh 


1 was ini-prviPMPH a£ bhp f 


home address 
telephone number 

J 




b6 

b7C 

b7D 


provided rne roiiowmg lniormationf 
By wav of background. 


voluntarily 


Tr> ainirnyi rn:it-o1 \7 Fchmury 1995, 


accompanied 


b6 

b7C 


Sena-top (New Jersey) FRANK LAUTENBERG ' s 
During this meeting, [ 


or rne 


Dominican drug cartel and Spr Crpst Trad inn rnmnany m the 


Washington Heights, New York area 
that the Dominican cartel and Sea 


noted 
had 


Crest Trading Company 
expanded their criminal operations into Patterson and Pasaic, New 
Jersey and were victimizing the Hispanic community via illegal 
activities including loansharking, weapons running and illegal 
immigration scams. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


They discussed the possibility of 


also discussed his belief that various politicians had 











V 


it 
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Continuation of FD-302 oi 


be 

, On 1/5/96 , Page 2 


received money from the Dominican cartel 
verv intere sted in this information, but 


seemed to be 
noted that 


did not provide her with the actual names of the 

politicians bo maintains acnonfpH wnnou fi-ntn flip I^arfol 

However, 


concerning the Dominican cartel and sea Crest Trading Company. 


At approximately this no inf during the meeting they 
were joined by an individual believes was gamed P 



Was annninnanipii bv a friend uhn's namo I 

t recall. 


/ho had soxtie information concerning the illegal activities 
of Sea Crest Trading Company and the Dominican cartel in New 


Jersey 


•T 


noted that 


during the meeting and listened to his story. 


was very polite to 


At the conclusion of the meeting| | said she had 

been provided with a lot of information anasEe needed time to 
digest it. all. She told them she would get back to them soon. 


noted that " soon turned into months . " 


jt3 


and 


Approximately several months later, 
stopped by LAUTENBERG's office unannounced to see 


During their subsequent conversation they asked her if 
she had -Looked- into the information they had previously provided 

to her. I I told them that she had talked to LAUTENBERG about 

Sea Crest Trading Company, the Dominican cartel and the other 
matters discussed during their previous meeting. She said she 


had contacted an attorney in the 
the matter. 


administration about 



b6 

blC 

b7D 


-rc*r'.a 1 1 al 



does not 


between only 


e rning. 
if she 

during a prior meeting 
pthat either she and/or 






agents. 


On 1/5/9 61 | was interviewed by SA's 

and] | During that interview 

| provided numerous documents to the interviewing 
These document were either incorporated into the 


interview FD-302 or listed wit! 
original documents provided by[ 


1=302 . Attached are the 
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NATIONAL 

SECURITY COMMITTEE 

1 Chairman, 

PERSONNEL SUBCOMMITTEE 

• RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
SUBCOMMITTEE 


PERMANENT 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
INTELLIGENCE 


CHAIRMAN, 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TECHNICAL 
AND TACTICAL INTELLIGENCE 


^Congress of rijs Umtetj^tates 

2|ouSe ot JBLeprESEntatifacfi 



ROBERT K. DORNAN 


46TH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA 
DISTRICT OFFICE: 

300 PLAZA AUCANTE, SUITE 360 
GARDEN GROVE, CA 92640 
(714) 971-8292 

WASHINGTON, DC OFFICE: 

1201 LONGWORTH BUILDING 
WASHINGTON. DC 20515 
(202) 225-2965 

CONGRESSIONAL TASK FORCES: 
NARCOTICS ABUSE AND 
CONTROL CAUCUS 

PROPERTY RIGHTS C0AUT10N 
HUMAN RIGHTS CAUCUS 


July 3, 1995 


A Violent Crime Is Committed Every 16 Seconds 

Dear Colleague: 

In 1993, the last year for which statistics are available, nearly two million violent crimes — 
approximately one every 16 seconds -- were committed in the United States. Our nation’s brave 
law enforcement officers, at great personal risk, are on the front lines battling this threat to society 
and all law-abiding citizens. 

A total of 107 federal officers were assaulted with a firearm in 1993, 24 of whom were 
injured or murdered. This statistic does not include state or local officers. Regardless, the 
number has been increasing since 1989 when only nine officers were endangered. 

The National Police Defense Foundation has developed “Operation Safe Cop,” a 
program designed to help combat this growing problem by offering a sizable reward for 
information leading to the arrest and conviction of individuals who have assaulted law 
enforcement officers with a firearm. “Operation Safe Cop” protects our law enforcement 
officers so that they can more efficiently defend the general public and create a safe environment 
for the nation. More information on this program, reprinted from the publication WANTED - The 
Nation ’sMost Dangerous Criminals , is on the reverse side of this letter. 

I urge you to review this information about “Operation Safe Cop” and share this 
worthwhile program with your constituents and friends. As William Pitt once said, “Where law 
ends, tyranny begins.” Let’s make sure we never give tyranny the opportunity. 


Best regards, 



Robert KT Doman 
U.S. Congressman 


u* 
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NORTH 


Let facts be submitted 
to a candid world; 

-1A' - 


Herald 



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1995 


Passaic County, New Jersey V Est. 1872 VoL 123 , No. 286 


★ 

WEATHER 

Windy today with a mix of sun 
and clouds. Highs will be around 
60. Tonight, partly cloudy and 
brisk with lows in the lower 40s. 


50 CENTS 


PROJECT BODEGA A ND THE DOMINICAN DRUG CARTEL 

Loan Sharks Target Ethnic Businesses 


First of Four Paris 

By RICK MURRAY 

Special to the Herald & News 

© Copyright 1995 

The Dominican drug cartel, 
authorities say, has muscled its 
way into North Jersey business 
districts — not just to sell 
narcotics on shadowy comers, 
but to loan-shark its way into 
legitimate grassroots capi- 
talism. 

Public records also show that 
suspected front organizations 
for the cartel have been operat- 
ing rather openly in Passaic' 
County since the mid-80s. 

According to Uniform Com- 
mercial Code files in the county 
registrar’s office, at least 15 
ethnic businesses, mostly 
groceries in Paterson and 
Passaic, have taken out loans 
through these suspected cor- 
porate fronts. 

The main suspect corpor- 
ation is Sea Crest Trading with * 

offices in the Bronx and Green- 
wich, Conn. 

Documents obtained by the 
North Jersey Herald & News 
show that Sea Crest has long 
been the target of U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
investigations into the launder- 
ing and leveraging of drug 
money. 

Other investigative docu- 
ments recently entered into 
the Congressional Record refer 
to similar front activity in 

Bergen, Union, Essex and 
Middlesex counties. A good 
deal of intelligence was also 
gathered from “Project Bod- 
ega,” a lengthy New York City 
investigation into the Domini- 
can Drug Cartel in the late ’80s. 

And before it was disbanded, 
the Pennsylvania Crime Com- 
mission authored an elaborate 
profile of the Dominican cartel 
.operating in Pennsylvania, New 
York and New Jersey. The 
profile confirmed that the 
cartel regularly uses small 
ethnic businesses as outlets, or 
victims, for its various rackets. 


Luis Nunez, owner of 
Cunedos Meat Market at 508 
Broadway, Paterson, is the only 
one of the local Sea Crest bor- 
rowers to fight the suspected 
lender in state Superior Court. 
Nunez claims he was conned 
into borrowing laundered drug 
money at loan-shark rates. 

“Unfortunately, most His- 
panic bodegas and restaurants are 
forced to pay high-interest-rate 
loans to Sea Crest since banks 
make it almost impossible to ob- 
tain a legitimate bank loan,” 
Nfrnez said in a sworn statement. 
.Another Paterson grocer speaks 
of Sea Crest also, but only under 
the condition of anonymity. He is 
succinct in expressing his feelings 
about the lender. “I’m afraid,” he 
says. 

Still another grocer, also fearing 
retribution, noted that a Sea Crest 
loan caused her “to lose my house, 
my car and I didn’t even have 
enough money to stock my 
shelves.” 

• One day in September, while at 
the Newark office of his lawyer Pat 
Toscano, Nunez expressed second 
thoughts: “My accountant, he told 
me they kill you, no problem. For 
$1,000, they can get people to do 
it. I don’t want no problem.” 

-A computer search of public 
finance records by the Jewish Ac- 
tion Alliance — fearing the tunnel- 
ing of drug money to Arab ter- 
rorists — has turned up a Sea 
Crest broker in the Paterson area 
called Prospect Park Financial and 
Income Tax Service. 

Luis Rojas, a principal in Pros- 
pect Park Financial, turns out to 
be the accountant to whom Nunez 
referred. 

During a brief interview in his 
office recently, Rojas shrugged 
upon being told of allegations 
against Sea Crest and Nunez’s 
fears. 

■ "I don’t know anything about 
any of this," said Rojas. “As far as I 
know, Sea Crest is just another 
source (of money) for borrowers.” 

■ Mark Berkowitz, a vice president 
at Sea Crest, strongly denies his 
company is involved in any wrong- 
doing, saying he was unaware of 
any DEA investigation. 


“We’re just a small, legitimate 
business,” he said. “Our rates are 
high only because we have high- 
risk borrowers.” 

Meanwhile, Len Marsh, head of 
the organized crime unit in the 
Passaic County Prosecutor’s Of- 
fice, said he had never heard of 
Sea Crest Trading. 

Joe Occhipinti, a 45-year-old 
Manalapan resident and father of 
three teenage girls, will tell you all 
you want to know about Sea 
Crest. 

He swears it was this suspected 
cartel front that orchestrated an 
elaborate frame-up on civil rights 
charges that resulted in his seven- 
month stint in prison and the loss 
of his 22-year career in federal law 
enforcement. 

Even detractors agree that Oc- 
chipinti, among the most decor- 
ated agents in the history of the 
U.S. Immigration and Natural- 
ization Service, is an expert in 
Dominican crime, and was, until 
his. arrest, one of its most ardent 
and capable adversaries. 

“They wanted me out of the 
way,” says the former INS agent, 
who recruited Nunez to take on 
the alleged cartel front. 

When it comes to Sea Crest’s 
alleged connection to the Domini- 
can mob, Occhipinti says no one 
has to to take his word for it, or 
that of his many influential sup- 
porters, which include Rep. James 
Traficant, D-Ohio, and Staten 
Island Borough President Guy 
Molinari. 

The DEA documents speak for 
themselves. 

One written by DEA Special 
Agent John Dowd to his superiors 
in 1991 says Sea Crest was then 
“under investigation by the DEA 
and Manhattan District Attorney’s 
Office in a joint investigation of 
Capital National Bank (of New 
York City). ... Special Agent 
Dowd explained the role of Sea. 
Crest in suspected shylocking, ex- 
tortion, and drug smuggling in the 
Bronx and Washington Heights 
area. The scheme involved numer- 
ous ‘bodegas’ in the aforemen- 
tioned areas.” 

Neither the DEA nor the Man- 
hattan District Attorney’s Office 
would comment on the status of 
any Sea Crest investigation. 


Molinari has conducted an inde- 
pendent investigation of his own, 
however, in which many inform- 
ants offered sworn testimony as to 
how Sea Crest functions. 

The Molinari probe cor- 
roborated other investigations, 
which have defined the cartel as a 
loosely though effectively knit or- 
ganization with bases both in New 
York City and the Dominican Re- 
public. 

“Many Dominican businessmen 
have made cash investments into 
Sea Crest in exchange for getting 
monthly dividends ,** Domingo An- 
tonio Lovera, a former New York 
City bodega owner and Sea Crest 
borrower, told Molinari’s in- 
vestigators in a sworn statement. 

“Sea Crest uses a variety of law- 
yers who make out illegal con- 
tracts in order to defraud the IRS. 

. . . They generally charge 4 points 
or more a week, covering principal 
and illegal interest. 

“Sea Crest not only lends the 
money for the purchase of the . 
store,” Lovera said, “but insists 
that any store fixtures, including 
refrigerators, lighting, shelves, air 
conditioners, cash registers, etc. 
must be obtained through Sea 
Crest’s suppliers at inflated prices. 

“In the event you default on 
your loan for four weeks,” he 
added, “Sea Crest will immedi- 
ately take possession of the store 
and its property. ... It is my 
understanding that Sea Crest 
loans have financed approximately 
2,000 bodegas and other busi- 
nesses in the five boroughs of New 
York, as well as Jersey City, 
Passaic and West New York.” 

Hector Rodriguez, another of 
Occhipinti’s Paterson informants, 
tells an even more chilling tale. 

While working undercover in the 
Molinari investigation, Rodriguez 
posed as a New Jersey drug dealer 
interested in laundering $100,000 
of drug cash by purchasing and 
operating a bodega in Perth 
Amboy. 
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“On February 10, 1992, 1 went to 
the Sea Crest Trading Company 
at 4748 Bronx Boulevard and met 
with Pedro Dominquez” 
Rodriguez said in a sworn state- 
ment entered by Traficant into the 
Congressional Record. “I told him 
things were hot on the street. For 
example, last week I had lost 
$30,000 on a kilo of cocaine, which 
I had to throw away to avoid being 
arrested. 

“During our conversation, Pedro 
removed his coat and took out two 
guns, which he placed in a desk 
drawer. He called in his partner, 
an American man, who spoke Eng- 
lish with an Italian accent. Mr. 
Dominquez acted as a translator, 
explained to the owner my situ- 
ation. 

“The owner told me he didn’t 
want to lend me the money for a 
bodega in Perth Amboy, N.J., be- 
cause he didn’t have any accounts 
there. However, he told me there 
were several bodegas he could get 
for me in Newark for the same 
price.” 

A few days later Rodriguez 
phoned and begged off the deal, 
explaining he had to return to the 
Dominican Republic because a 
relative was sick. 

“That’s absolutely not true," 
says Berko witz, when apprised of 
the informants’ allegations. “They 
(Molinari investigators) act like 
we’re this great big organization 
with tentacles everywhere. We’re 
being castigated for reasons un- 
known to me." 

He said he knew a Pedro Domi- 
nquez, but only in passing, as just 
of one of many brokers with whom 
his company does business. 

On that day in September at his 
attorney’s office, Nunez is advised 

that the judge in his case has rec- 
ommended a compromise, where- 
by Nunez would pay back Sea 
Crest the loan principal, but would 
be forgiven the 44-plus percent 
interest rate. 

Nunez decided to go for the 
compromise deal and got a ride 
home from Occhipinti. In the car, 
Nunez looked at His thumbs,’ ,'and 
in a soft voice, said in English, Tm 
worried, maf/i*? * 

“Don’t worry," said Occhipinti. 
“You did the right thing." ; j 

MONDAY: Examining the Dom- 
inican drug cartel , the workhorse 
of the international drug trader 
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PROJECT BODEGA AND THE DOMINICAN DRUG CARTEL 

Narcotics Dealers Trade on Racism 


Second of Four Paris 

By RICK MURRAY 

Special to the Herald & News 

© Copyright 1995 

The Dominican Drug Cartel, 
authorities say, is the work- 
horse of the narcotics trade. 

It is a workhorse that, while 
keeping a low profile, has lately 
begun to gallop like a 
thoroughbred. 

During the 1980s, the news 
media tended to focus on the 
multibillion-dollar Colombian 
cartels based in that country’s 
tough, class-divided cities such 
as Medellin and Cali. 

Colombian dealers became 
known for a ruthlessness that 
transcended anything law en- 
forcers had seen before. 

In the metropolitan New 
York City area, kilos of cocaine 
poured through ports and air- 
ports in New York and Newark. * 

But Colombian dealers rarely 
bother with the dangerous and 
dirty details of street sales. 
Authorities say they leave all 
that to poor whites, blacks and 
Puerto Ricans. 

To manage this thriving re- 
tail trade, though, they needed 
middle managers. And they 
found Jamaicans willing but fit- 
ful and unreliable. 

Enter the workhorse. 

Investigators who delve into 
ethnic organized crime will 
confide anonymously that their 
work is indirectly stymied by a 
hesitancy among the American 
people. It is a phenomenon, 
they say, that the United 
States faced in its slow recog- 
nition of the existence of the 
Italian-American La Cosa 
Nostra. 

The problem is that Americans, 
regardless of where they are on the 
political spectrum, feel uncom- 
fortable attributing large-scale 
criminal activities to a specific 
ethnic group. 

“Nobody wants to be branded a 
racist,” said one investigator. “No- 
body wants to toss out a barrel of 
good apples for the sins of a very 
rotten few.” 


This sensitivity, however, in- 
vestigators have said, is not 
exhibited by the dealers. Racism 
— or at least, ethnocentricity — is 
clearly woven through the fabric of 
the drug-trafficking culture. 

The high-level Colombian sup- 
pliers look down on and use the 
mid-level Dominicans. The Dom- 
inicans look down on and use poor 
blacks, whites and Puerto Rican 
street dealers. 

And so, blacks and Puerto 
Ricans, traditional targets of dis- 
crimination, become its target yet 
again, say investigators, because 
“everyone’s so afraid of being pol- 
itically incorrect in targeting the 
bad guys who use civil rights laws 
to keep cops at bay.” 

Fear of prejudice echoed 
through a recent gathering of lead- 
ing citizens of Dominican na- 
tionality in Passaic County, ^who 
talked proudly of the many peace- 
fill and constructive contributions 
made by their countrymen to the 
greater community. They said any 
criminal element in their midst 
was negligible. 

“So many people, they just try 
for a new life,” says Raphel 
Guzman, 60, a Dominican native 
who has worked as a warehouse 
worker in the United States for 25 
years and writes for leading area 
Hispanic journals. 

“America is a nation of immi- 
grants. We are just immigrants like 
all the rest,” says another Domini- 
can native, Jose Ruiz, who works 
in the Passaic area as a shipping 
executive. 

In Paterson, the Passaic County 
seat, Bill McElrath, head of the 
police department’s narcotics 
unit, says Dominicans as a group 
“don’t commit hiore crime than 
any other group.” 

He adds that the city’s many 
Dominican-run grocery stores — 
the types of establishments law 
enforcers generally associate with 
organized crime activity — have 
produced few incidents involving 
drug-related activity. 

But McElrath acknowledges in- 
telligence about crime activity is 
difficult to obtain from such a 
tight-knit community that has the 
added insulation of a language 
barrier. 


The lack of good intelligence has 
been a stumbling block for state 
investigators, too, but relying on 
good informants and officers with 
ethnic backgrounds they have 
begun to outline the threat posed 
by ethnic gangs. 

The New Jersey State Police 
refer inquiries on ethnic organized 
crime to the State Commission of 
Investigation, which has identified 

the Dominican Drug Cartel as 
among the rising stars of middle- 
level drug traffickers. 

“This is far more serious than 
people just spilling over the 
borders,” said Lee Seglem, an SCI 
spokesman, in a September, inter- 
view. “These are organized 
networks of criminally based oper- 
ations. It’s difficult for anyone to 
get a grip, but it seems to be wide- 
spread.” 

The Garden State experienced a 
m^jor influx of Dominican dealers 
in the late 1980s, according to an 
SCI report, and during that 
period, “persons of Dominican 
birth ranked second in the 
number of narcotics arrests in 
New Jersey.” 

The SCI has also said that 
“Dominican drug distribution 
networks are reported to be active 
in Paterson, Jersey City, Union 
City, West New York, Atlantic 
City, Camden and Passaic. 

“Dominican crime groups,” said 
the SCI, “have become adept at 
falsifying documents and many of 
those of Hispanic origin tiy to pass 
themselves off as Puerto Rican, 
while those of African origin often 
claim to be Cuban.” 

“Dominicans are involved in a 
Spanish lottery operation based in 
New York City,” added the SCI. 
“Many of these operatives are 
using Hudson, Bergen and Passaic 
counties as their base of oper- 
ation.” 

A recent investigation by the 
North Jersey Herald & News turn- 
ed up solid links between a 
suspected Dominican mob front 
corporation and numerous Passaic 
County businesses. 

Before it folded under political 
pressure, the famed Pennsylvania 
Crime Commission wrote a 
lengthy profile of the Dominican 
Drug Cartel. Besides language, its 
members have much in common 
with the Colombian traffickers for 
whom they work. 


“A history of political and econ- 
omic instability coupled with 
widespread poverty have con- 
tributed to a high rate of immigra- 
tion to the United States, particu- 
larly New York City,” the report 
said.. “From New York, Domini- 
cans, tend to fan out to the rest of 
the country.” 

Like the Colombians, the Dom- 
inican cartel is a highly efficient 
yet loosely organized conglomera- 
tion of tight, extended families. 
Just as the Colombians recruit as- 
sassins from the mean streets of 
Medellin, the Dominican dealers 
have reportedly set up “boot 
camps” to teach poor but eager 
young peasants how to manage 
crack houses once they arrive in 
New York. 

And arrive they do. Most law en- 
forcement officials believe there 
are about 1 million Dominicans 
currently living in the greater New 
York-New Jersey area. The esti- 
mate is considered conservative, 
not taking full account of the 
many illegal aliens regularly smug- 
gled into the United States, or the 
number of persons bom in this 
country of Dominican parents. 

Another thing Dominican deal- 
ers have in common with Col- 
ombians is an imaginative man- 
agement style. 

Capt. Jack Duignan, commander' 
of the operations division in the 
bureau of drug law enforcement 
for the Pennsylvania State Police, 
says he learned a lot from a big 
bust involving about a dozen 
Dominican dealers earlier this year 
in the Allentown-Bethlehem-East- 
on area. 

What he learned was that the 
culprits were learning from the 
police. 

“We found they used cellular 
phones a great deal of the time, or 
they never used the same phone 
booth twice because they were ap- 
parently aware that if we observed 
them using the same phone we 
could apply for a tap on that 
phone,” Duignan said in a Sep- 
tember interview. 

Duignan and other law enforcers 
say Dominicans, like Colombians, 
obtain transcripts of trials imply- 
ing their people who have been 
convicted. This way they dan 
painstakingly review what they did 
wrong and what police did right 
and exactly how police did what 
they did. 




Then, there’s the marketing of 
the drugs themselves, which for 
Dominican dealers based in Phila- 
delphia, includes heroin, which is 
now snagging a new generation of 
users with purer cuts that can be 
smoked or snorted. 

“The Dominicans have generally 
avoided the common practice of 
adulterating the cocaine as it 
passes from one distribution- level 
to the next,” says the Penn- 
sylvania commission’s profile. 
“Until recently, the Dominican 
product had a street-level purify of 
85 to 95 percent in some Penn- 
sylvania communities. In short, in 
communities where the Domini- 
cans move in, they beat the com- 
petition on both price and quali- 
ty.” 

New Jersey and Pennsylvania in- 
vestigators also note that the 
Dominicans were the ones to in- 
troduce America to crack — a 
gummy, cooked derivative of co- 
caine that hits harder and addicts 
users more rapidly. 

“If our commission, with no pub- 
lic funds and with just volunteers, 
can deliver good information on 
public corruption and drug traf- 
ficking,” Duignan said, “why can’t 
the FBI and the CIA, with high- 
tech gear and pork-barrel funding 
deliver to us an America that is 
free from m£oor foreign drug ped- 
dlers?" 

TUESDAY: Wayne i nan’s death 
and resulting raids targeting 
cartel 
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PROJECT BODEGA AND THE DOMINICAN DRUG CARTEL 

Wayne Man, U.S. Agent Crime War Victims 


Third of Four Parts 

By RICK MURRAY 
Special to the Herald & News 

The consensus among law 
enforcement people is that 
what happened to Joe Oc- 
chipinti can happen to any cop 
who gets gung-ho in the war on 
drugs. 

The Occhipinti saga begins 
with the 1988 slaying of Wayne 
native Michael Buczek, a New 
York City police officer. It 
climaxes several years later 
with Occhipinti in solitary con- 
finement at a maximum secur- 
ity prison. 

And about in the middle of 
that timeline was “Project 
Bodega” -- a series of law en- 
forcement raids in 1988-1989 
targeting small ethnic busi- 
nesses in New York City, many 
of which were in fact harboring 
various rackets for the Domini- 
can drug cartel. 

Occhipinti, the U.S. Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization agent 
who led the raids, won two 
dozen felony convictions and 
got a letter of congratulations 
from INS brass. But during the 
next three years, he endured a 
bizarre and sensational trial, 
swift conviction, then an un- 
precedented sentence to 37 
months of hard time. 

The jury ruled that he had 
violated a dozen defendants' 
civil rights by asking per- 
mission after — instead of 
before — he and his team con- 
ducted consensual searches on 
the 56 suspect businesses. 

Charges of theft against Oc- 
chipinti were dropped. 

In January of 1993, President 
Bush commuted Occhipinti’s 
sentence after seven months. 

He came home to suburban 
Monmouth County in ill health 
to his wife, Angela, and their 
three teenage daughters. His 
hair had turned gray, his 22* 
year- career in law enforcement, 
which had earned him 78 com- 
mendations, was over. 


Occhipinti swears he is inno- 
cent on each of the 25 counts of 
the indictment. He was, he in- 
sists, framed by Dominican 
drug lords, as well as their 
powerful business and political 
associates. • 

That opinion is shared by 
many in the region's law en- 
forcement community. 

“The entire New Jersey law 
enforcement community is 
angered and frustrated by the 
course results of the (Occhipinti) 
investigation and trial,”- wrote 
Thomas Iskrzycki, president of the 
State Troopers Fraternal Associa- 
tion of New Jersey, in a letter to 
U.S. Sen. Frank Lautenberg, D- 
Cliffside Park, in the summer of 
1 992., 

Dick Callaghan, president of the 
federal agents police union, has 
said that in the year prior to Oc- 
chipinti’s conviction, the New 
York office of the Drug Enforce- 
ment Administration conducted 
2,700 cases involving consensual 
searches, the style of investigation 
used by Occhipinti 

That number shrank to 500 in 
the year after the Occhipinti con- 
viction, according to Callaghan. 

Not only does Occhipinti say he 
was framed; he says he was set up 
for a hit. 

“Picture this: I’m the first law 
enforcement officer in history to 
go to prison on civil rights charges 
involving no violence or corrup- 
tion, and I am remanded to a 
prison filled with the very guys I 
was fighting: Dominican drug 
pushers. Turned out, my cell mate 
was a Dominican drug pusher.” 

Some sympathetic prison of- 
ficials had him transferred to 
solitary confinement, but Oc- 
chipinti felt his chances would be 
better in a psychiatric ward. So he 
pretended to have a mental break- 
down. 

"I kept going around telling 
people that I liked to bite ears off, 
but if they were nice to me, I 
would leave their ears alone, at 
night, when they were asleep,” Oc- 
chipinti recalls now with a wry 
smile. 


Victims of the Cartel 

Occhipinti may have survived 
the war on drugs, but New York 
City officer Michael Buczek did not. 
Nor did investigative journalist 
Manual De Dios, one of many brave 
Dominican-Americans who had 
joined Occhipinti in the battle 
against the carteL 

De Dios was murdered, apparent- 
ly by the cartel shortly after he de- 
livered a signed affidavit to the Oc- 
chipinti defense team in January 
1992. The federal agent, by then, 
was already in prison. 

De Dios’ affidavit said: 

“I interviewed numerous individ- 
uals who are members of the Feder- 
ation of Dominican Merchants and 
Industrialists of New York. These 
individuals confided to me that Mr. 
Occhipinti had been set up by the 
Federation and that complaints 
against him were fraudulent. These 
individuals have indicated to me 
that they are in fear of their safety 
and, as a result, would not go public 
with this-information.” 

The beginning of Occhipinti’s his- 
toric fall from grace roughly coin- 
cides with the murder of Buczek, 
the officer from Wayne. 

Buczek had been tending his beat 
at a housing project in upper Man- 
hattan on the night of Oct. 18, 1988, 
when he saw some suspicious 
characters pass by. 

These were drug types, in the 
neighborhood to rip off a rival deal- 
er. When Buczek hailed the young 
men, one turned and gunned the 
officer down. 

“It has had a devastating effect 
on law enforcement,” says Wayne 
Police Chief Donald Pavlak. 

“The sad thing is these guys 
bumped into an officer who was 
down the street, but the officer 
didn’t know what had happened so 
he let them go,” says Occhipinti 

Aware of Occhipinti’s expertise in 
the area of Dominican organized 
crime, the New York City Police De- 
partment called upon the federal 
agent for help — not just in the case 
of Michael Buczek, but also in that 
of another officer who had been 
killed the same day in the same 
area. 



Michael Buczek 


The agent developed sources who 
led investigators to arrests in both 
cases. The suspect in the Buczek 
case was apprehended in the Dom- 
inican Republic. He later died mys- 
teriously in the custody of Domini- 
can police. 

But now a collaboration was 
under way between Occhipinti’s 
anti-smuggling team and the 
NYPD. And soon to grow out of 
that was a yearlong offensive 
against the cartel the one called 
“Project Bodega.” 

Sources indicated that dozens of 
bodegas, cash exchange houses and 
travel agencies were acting as fronts 
for a mind-boggling array of Dom- 
inican mob activities. 

There was supposedly plenty of 
illicit activity: drug dealing, as- 
sassination for hire, food stamp and 
coupon fraud, illicit long-distance 
phone-call hookups, contraband 
liquor sales, illegal money wiring 
ranging in the aggregate to a half- 
billion dollars yearly, .the smuggling 
and harboring of Hispanic illegal 
aliens, gambling, loan-sharking, im- 
migration documents forgery, illegal 
weapons trafficking, and cooperat- 
ive arrangements that tunneled 
money to Middle Eastern terrorists. 

The probe indicated that illicit 
profits were apparently being clev- 
erly laundered and leveraged 
through larger corporate fronts. 







Ultimately, besides 25 convic- 
tions, the team conducted “38 seiz- 
ures involving various types of con- 
traband and $248,939 in drugs and 
related currency,” reported a con- 
gratulatory INS memo issued to the 
team shortly afterwards. 

“It should be noted,” says the 
memo, “that many of the defen- 
dants arrested were considered to 
be armed and. extremely danger- 
ous.” 

'A Republican Conspiracy' 

The political winds shifted by 
the spring of 1990, as an organiza- 
tion called the Federation of Dom- 
inican Businessmen and Industri- 
alists led marches protesting al- 
leged violations of civil rights dur- 
ing Project Bodega. 

New York City Mayor David 
Dinkins and many in the city’s His- 
panic news media heeded the cry. 
Dinkins eventually castigated the 
Occhipinti team, terming its ac- 
tivities “a Republican conspiracy” 
to intimidate the Dominican immi- 
grant community. 

Occhipinti says his “Project Bod- 
ega” investigation had uncovered 
evidence that Federation members 
made illegal cash donations to the 
Dinkins campaign and conducted 
widespread voting fraud. 

There is no proof that Dinkins 
was anything but at worst a dupe 
for the Federation, but his adminis- 
tration’s influence is widely believed 
to have prompted the multi-count 
indictment against Occhipinti. 

The federal agent would face trial 
in the federal court of New York’s 
Southern District. 

The Occhipinti defense team 
maintains that the complainants, 
all Federation members, were 
bribed to fabricate violations by 
Federation officials. 

In addition, defense team mem- 
bers contend that the trial was 
marked by numerous and salient 
instances of prosecutorial and ju- 
dicial misconduct. 

Among the more glaring incon- 
gruities: 

■ Occhipinti had been cleared of 
any wrongdoing by two federal 
internal affairs teams. 

■ The' judge in the case was an 
ardent Dinkins supporter. 

■ The prosecutor had been the 
judge’s law clerk and was a close 
friend of her family. 


■ Documents show that Oc- 
chipinti’s attorney was mentally ilL 
The judge would not allow a re- 
placement. 

■ Eight months before the indict- 
ment, an informant told the same 
prosecutor that she had overheard 
two New York attorneys plotting to 
frame Occhipinti on civil rights 
charges. 

■ The jury foreman admitted that 
jurors did not fully understand 
what constitutes a consensual 
search. 

■ Occhipinti had informed this 
same prosecutor sometime prior to 
his indictment that certain em- 
ployees in the prosecutor’s office 
were under investigation in connec- 
tion with sex and drug parties. 

■ After the trial a New York City 
socialite said in a sworn statement 
that John F. Kennedy, Jr. — who 
gave nominal testimony against Oc- 
chipinti — had admitted in private 
conversation that he knew Oc- 
chipinti was “the innocent victim” 
of a frame-up. The socialite passed 
a polygraph test dealing with the 
Kennedy allegations. For his part, 
Kennedy said through a spokesman 
that any inquiries regarding his role 
in the Occhipinti case should be 
directed to records of his trial testi- 
mony. These records, of course, do 
not deal with the socialite’s allega- 
tions. 

Occhipinti lost not only at trial 

but on appeal After a mere one- 
hour appeals hearing, judges had 
still not read defense briefs. * 

The* Occhipinti team believes the 
jurists were intimidated by hun- 
dreds of members of the Feder- 
ation, who had gathered outside 
the courthouse, threatening to riot 
if the verdict was overturned. 

“It was about the time of the LA 
riots,” says Occhipinti “so, I guess 
they were just plain scared.” 
Tomorrow: Narcotics cash plus 
narco-politics equals international 
intrigue. 
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Ut facts be submitted 
to a candid worid. 
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. WEATHER 

Mostly sunny and breezy today 
with highs from the mid-60s to 
around 70. Mostly clear tonight 
with lows 50 to 55. Details. A2. 
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PROJECT BODEGA AND THE DOMINICAN DRUG CARTEL 


Are CIA, FBI Involved in Cover-up? 


Last of Four Parts 

By RICK MURRAY 

Special to the Herald & News 

The terrorist bombing of the 
World Trade Center was 
financed with drug and other 
racket monies laundered and 
leveraged through small ethnic 
grocery stores. 

What’s more, terrorists right 
now are siphoning off more 
such funds, the real leader in 
the World Trade Center bomb- 
ing has been -allowed to flee 
capture, and all this is happen- 
ing under the protection of the 
Central Intelligence Agency. 

All this is according to many 
letters written by an embattled 
former federal agent to one of 
his main supporters, Rep. 
James Traficant, D-Ohio. 

"When you take a look at 
what happened with Iran-Con- 
tra, a CIA cover-up of this kind 
is not that fantastic a thing,” 
said Paul Marcone, spokesman 
for Traficant’s office. 

The author of the letters is 
Joe Occhipinti, a former immi- 
gration agent convicted in a 
civil rights case four years ago 
in New York City. 

Occhipinti, of Monmouth 
County, now campaigns furi- 
ously to prove he was framed 
by Dominican drug lords and 
to persuade “people to wake 
up before we lose the war on 
drugs.” 

Occhipinti’s letters detail a 
discussion about a company 
named Sea Crest Trading, 
which works out of Greenwich, 
Conn., and the Bronx, N.Y. 
Directly or through affiliates, 
Sea Crest finances numerous 
small ethnic businesses mostly in 
the New York-New Jersey area, 
the letters and investigators say. 

This discussion, or “debriefing” 
as it was termed by Occhipinti, 
occurred between Occhipinti and 
a former New York City detective 
named Ben Jacobson, now na- 
tionally known for his investiga- 
tions into food-coupon fraud. 


“According to Jacobson, it was 
the monies generated from the 
Sea Crest food-coupon redemp- 
tion fraud scheme that financed 
the bombing of the World Trade 
Center,” Occhipinti wrote in a let- 
ter dated Jan. 7 of this year. 

In another letter sent about the 
same time, Occhipinti reports that 
“according to Jacobson, Sea Crest 
is suspected of being the source of 
a two hundred million dollar a year 
food-coupon redemption scheme. 
... Jacobson alleges that Sea 
Crest has been protected by the 
Justice Department because of an 
alleged CIA operation that used 
Sea Crest for its own needs. 

“According to Jacobson and 
others, the CIA may have used 
Sea Crest to launder money for 
arms for the .;. anti-communist 
group that had been fighting the 
Soviets in Afghanistan,” writes 
Occhipinti. “Unfortunately, some 
of these monies got into the hands 
of Middle East terrorist groups." 

It is theorized, Occhipinti says, 
that the CIA is not only trying to 
cover up unauthorized arms 
purchasing, but that it also finds 
useful having Middle East na- 
tionals congregating in certain 
urban business districts, where it 
can better monitor terrorist plots 
before they hatch. 

The letters say the CIA and Sea 
Crest connection was apparently 
forged through anti-Castro Cuban 
nationals with links to both main- 
stream businesses as well as Dom- 
inican and other Hispanic under- 
world groups. 

Occhipinti says he and 
Jacobson, acting independently of 
each other, have tried repeatedly 
to interest various federal state 
and even local law enforcement 
authorities to follow through on 
investigations of Sea Crest. 

“But always the investigations 
go nowhere,” he says. “At one 
point I spoke to former New Jer- 
sey Attorney General Robert Del 
Tuffo and he was very interested 
and said that he would put the 
State Police on it. 

“But I learned later that they 
backed away when they were told 
by the FBI that my sources 
weren’t any good.” 


Occhipinti produced a letter 
signed by Del Tuffo in which he 
says, “I found your comments and 
information very interesting and 
am referring them to the New Jer- 
sey State Police and the Division 
of Criminal Justice for further at- 
tention.” 

Del Tuffo could not be reached 
for comment, and the State Police 
declined to comment. 

Lenny Lemmer, a detective 
sergeant with New York City 
police, said recently in a sworn 
statement that he has en- 
countered similar dead ends in 
probing the same company and its 
alleged drug cartel connections. 

While investigating the roots of a 
riot in the Washington Heights 
section of Manhattan in 1992 — a 
tumult involving alleged civil 
rights violations by a New York 
City police officer — Lemmer said 
he was called to meet several 
times with FBI agents and federal 
prosecutors, who tried to in- 
timidate him into abandoning any 
leads he might uncover about Sea 
Crest or anything exculpatory 
about Occhipinti 
Indeed, Lemmer said he was 
aware of “concrete evidence” 
about alleged Sea Crest money 
laundering activities in Bogota, 
Colombia, and conveyed this infor- 
mation to an FBI agent. 

“I got permission from the 
(Drug Enforcement Adminis- 
tration) to show (the file) to him,” 
Lemmer said in a sworn statement 
read into the Congressional Re- 
cord. “The next thing you know, 
he never called me again. He dis- 
appeared off the face of the earth.” 
In a recent interview, Jacobson 
confirmed that proceeds from 
coupon fraud paid for the World 
Trade Center bombing, and that 
Sea Crest had received redemp- 
tion checks signed over to it by 
Middle Eastern and Dominican 
grocers suspected of participating 
in such fraud. 

He spoke, too, of his repeated 
and futile attempts to get any 
agency to follow through on a Sea 
Crest investigation. 

However, he has given con- 
tradictory statements about a 
possible CIA link to Sea Crest or 
__ any other criminal front. 


One motive for Jacobson giving 
contradictory information, sources 
say, is that he has been harassed 
by the Internal Revenue Service 
during recent days of his Sea Crest 
investigation. 

Occhipinti, Jacobson and other 
investigators explain that small 
emerging ethnic retailers often feel 
pressure to participate in coupon 
fraud and other rackets to help 
pay off loanshark debts. 

The coupon scam, they said, 
generally works like this: Someone 
begs, borrows and steals hundreds 
of pounds of newspaper coupons. 
These coupons are then clipped, 
dirtied and sent to redemption 
centers in the name of grocers par- 
ticipating in the fraud. 

Once the check comes in, the 
grocer turns over most or all of the 
money to a group usually run by 
the loanshark that put the grocer 
in business. 

Sea Crest has been under in- 
vestigation for years in connection 
with such loansharking and as a 
suspected front for the Dominican 
mob, according to confidential 
DEA documents and other in- 
vestigative sources. 

MarkBerkowitz, a vice president 
and spokesman for Sea Crest, has 
strongly denied all wrongdoing in 
connection with loansharking, 
coupon fraud, terrorists, the Dom- 
inican mob, or any other nefarious 
operation. 

“We run a small, legitimate busi- 
ness,” he said. 

Berkowitz added that his com- 
pany’s interest rates are all legal 
under Connecticut’s relatively lib- 
eral usury laws and it is in Con- • 
necticut where borrowers must 
come to sign loan papers. 

“They’re all loony,” he said of 
investigators, informants and poli- 
ticians who are seeking a frill-scale 
investigation of Sea Crest and its 
numerous affiliate companies. “My 
father (Bemie Berkowitz) is a con- 
centration camp survivor and a 
veteran of the Korean War. Why 
would he want to help terrorists?” 

Occhipinti and other in- 
vestigators explain that Sea Crest 
has affiliate corporations, and only 
some of the principals of one com- 
pany may turn up as principals of 
an affiliate. 

The conspiracy is so loose, in 
other words, that money may be 
siphoned off to terrorists without 
all parties involved in the original 
loanshark-coupon scams being 
aware of it, investigators say. 

To finally get some answers, 
Traficant plans to renew pressure 
for congressional hearings early 
next year, so that Jacobson can be 
subpoenaed. ^ 



“Jacobson has a lot to say and 
he has indicated to us he would 
say it if subpoenaed, maybe before 
a private panel/' said Marcone, 
Traficant’s spokesman. 

Traficant, a former sheriff who 
served for eight years on a 
narcotics subcommittee, has been 
among those pushing hardest to 
reopen Occhipinti’s case. 

Occhipinti has since obtained 
support from a host of top politi- 
cal figures and law enforcers. The 
long list of dignitaries includes for- 
mer New Jersey Gov. Jim Plorio, 
most of the New Jersey con- 
gressional delegation, and much of 
the state Legislature, which 
passed a resolution in Occhipinti’s 
behalf several years ago. 

Despite these powerful friends, a 
confidential DEA document re- 
veals that enforcement against il- 
licit banking activities sponsored 
by the Dominican drug cartel is 
“often hampered and legislatively 
fought by certain interest groups 

The DEA has declined to com- 
ment on all these allegations. So 
has the FBI and the CIA. 
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E 1934 CONGREJ 

"homogenous workers indoctrinated with OBE's 
political correctness. This Nation needs highly 
motivated and literate individuals, not politi- 
cally correct students being told what to think ' 
and how to feel. 

Those concerned' with education desire 
choice and variety in academics.. Systemic re- 
form is just the opposite, *and. if passed will' 
surely spark an uproar among those trying to ' 
provide for truly helpful reform. 

I urge my fellow Members of Congress to 
. read the following article, written by Robert 
Holland and published in the August 3 issue of 
the Richmond Times-Oispatch. In- order to 
avoid harming the future of our educational 
system, 1 believe that systemic reform must be 
avoided. 

[From the Richmond Times-Dispatch, Aug-. 3, 

. 1994] 

“Systemic” education plans Run 
roughshod Over Free individuals 
(By Robert Holland) 

The Allen administration- has been giving- 
thought to rejecting $14 million in biennial 
Goals 2000 money being dangled by the feds 
as an inducement to sign on to a totalitarian . 
form of school reform accurately called sys- 
temic by its advocates. 

Unfortunately, the decision is mo re com- 
plicated than that. The pending reauthoriza- 
tion of the Elementary and Secondary Edu- 
cation Act (now running to more than 900 
dreary pages) could cut Virginia out of an- 
other $140 million in aid, largely to high-pov- 
erty schools, if it balks at buying into Goals 
■ 2000 — national school board, national cur- 
riculum, and all. 

Meanwhile, there is. the question of Vir- 
ginia’s participation In the federal School- 
to-Work Opportunities Act, which Congress 
quietly pasaed last spring. Millions more will 
be at stake. School -to Work constitutes the 
third leg of the triad of national systemic re- 
form; indeed, all three of these measures are 
cross-referenced and tightly wired together. 

An example: Goals 2000 sets up a National ' 
Skills Standards Board whereby Robert 
Reich’s Labor functionaries can detfne the 
skills necessary for every job in the country., 
School to Work will specify how the schools 
are to inculcate and certify those workplace 
skills (like the notorious SCANS* “com- 
petencies’! of self-esteem and sociability) in 
children ahd will begin tracking them early 
on (through “career majors”) toward em- 
ployment in specific industries. Counseling 
would begin “at the earliest possible age, but 
not later than the seveixh grade,” (Title I, 
Sec. 101). 

The Allen administration has accepted -a 
$330,000 School-to-Work planning grant, and * 

. Cynthia Taylor, a Wilder holdover who heads 
this initiative, has announced a series of 10 
community meetings in September. She 
plans to hire “professional facilitators” to 
conduct the sessions, which are to help de- 
velop a plan she says will reflect Virginia’s 
own .“interests and needs.” But the Labor 
Department already has volumes of specific 
School to Work guidelines for Virginia and 
other statee. It ie possible to tap into those 
plans via computer by dialing 800-767-0806 
with a modem. 

Were this simply an. effort to keep edu- 
cation abreast of workplace changes in a 
technological era and to enhance students’ 
career options (as a product of their own frea 
will), then there would be much to commend : 
in School to Work. Unfortunately, however, i 
a strong element of government coercion 
permeates Labor’s files. A 1091 Virginia pro- \ 
posaV for instance, envisioned that persons ‘ \ 
under 18 who had left school without “estab- i 
lishing their competencies” under the Vir- i 
ginia Assessment of Critical Knowledge and j 
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> Skills would be required to enter govern- 
f ment Youth Work-Learning- Centers. They 
_ would not be allowed to hold a job until they 
( '■ had- mastered the so-called competencies. * 

Philosophically, School to Work resolves 

> by fiat a long-running debate between Tthe 
' liberal arts and applied education. Work- 
*- place know-how would replace Cardinal New-. 
I man’s idea of knowledge as a valuable ’end in 

> Itself. No -longer. would education be about 
producing well-rounded Individuals; instead 

> it would be about well-socialized-workers for 

[ . the global economy. . * 

f Governor Allen, who won election as an op-' 
, ponent of state-mandated Outcome-Based 
I Education, has tried to keep faith with con- 
cerned citizens who want choice,- variety, 
and strong academics— not one-size-ftts-all 
systemic reform. In a recent letter, he ex- 
i plained to them that- while a Governor who 
believes in local control cannot sap by de- 
cree all remnants of OBE-style affective edu- 
cation In certain ‘localities, he stands by 
their, right as parents to have an impact on 
- local policies.* ■ • ' ' * * 

That such everyday parents and ’"tax- 
payers — the army OBE created — are winning 
battles not only in Virginia but across the 
nation greatly • offends the powerful estab- 
lishment that deems its systemic reform the 
. one model for all.' Any doubt about that 
should have been erased by a recent alarm 
. .from the Alexandria-based National Associa- 
i tionof State Boards of Education. - 

NASBE director. Brenda Wei burn lamented 
that “systemic education reform” Is experi- 
encing “setbacks in many states due ‘ to the 
well-organized opposition. which has waged a 
relentless- campaign of rallies and - sound- 
bites.” She - said the Business Roundtable, 
the organization of big biz CEOs, is organ!*-.- 
ing a coalition of “national education asso-. 
clatlons and businesses” to thwart this oppo- . 
sition. . 

Interestingly enough, one of the touted 
benefits of joining the coalition will he “tool ■ 
kits” including “materials on opponents.” 
Totalitarian reform, totalitarian methods. 

' Among the groups joining -so. far: the Coun- 
cil of Chief State School Ofllcers, National 
Alliance of Business, National Association of 
Secondary School Principals, National Asso- 
ciation of State Directors of Special Edu- 
cation, National Middle School Association; 
National School Public Relations Associa-. 
tion, and the New American Schools Devel-. 
opment Corporation. These 1 worthies plan to 
pool their money — ours? — to hire a fancy po- 
litical campaign consultant to turn public 
opinion their way. ■ ■ 

These elitist pooh-bahs just don’t get it. 
The problem is that their statist* scheme 
• stinks, and all- the PR in the world won’t 
make it smell sweeter. 

In the 1980s, the. idea of “outcomes” In edu- 
cation - appealed ‘ to bottom-line business- 
thinking, as well it should. Solid results 
should be expected, indeed demanded, from 
government schools. But as Bruno -Manno 
points out in a trenchant briefing paper on 
OBE for the Hudson Institute, the outcomes 
conoept was ^hijacked” by the education bu- 
reaucracy, and the process turned on Its* 
head. With outcomes now expressed in- the’ 

- old: progressive mumbo-jumbo about feel- 
ings and attitudes, accountability becomes 
impossible. Jeanne Allen of ‘the pro-choice 
Center for Education Reform believes that 
well-meaning business executives have been- 
misled by their staffers and education bu-* 

reaucrats. - 

It would be grand if Governor Allen struck 
a blow for liberty by making Virginia .the 
■ first state to reject all' aid. related to thoTed- : '. 
erali 2 ation of education’: But that's' expect*' ’ 
ing a lot; given the hue and cry sure* to arise 
about, “shortchanging” Virginia pupils;*' * 


' What’s more likely is that systemic'reibrra 
on the current model will be imposed in 
every district In the land— and’ as a result we 
. will see a parents’ revolt in thi* country that 
will make the current uprising seem tame. 
Maybe then will come true refrnro— not* of 
the systemic variety, mind you, but rather 
one that replaces the corrupt, monopolistic 
■ system with true diversity and choice;v/U-. • ----- 
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■ CENCE , OP J OSEPH pCCHDE^TO^. 

HON, JAMES; 

v op ohio 

in! the house of reprbseotatjyes " 

* Friday , September 23; 1994 * 

Mr.. TRARCANT. Mr. Speaker, as part of 
•my continuing efforts to bring to Ji$ht.aOthe' 
facts in the case of former immigration -*nd 
Naturalization ■ Service * agen* : -r. Joseph' 
Occhipinti, I submit-into the Record the tra^* 
script of an interview my chief of siaff^Paui 
Marcone, conducted with New York City 'Po- 
lice Department [NYPD] Sgt . Lenny Lemer/ 

. Present during the interview was NYPp.-Sgt; 
Robert Kwalwasser . of the NYPD -Legal Bth 
reau. ' 

. Interview .With nypd sot. Lenny; 

JULY 15. 1991 

Mr: Marcone. The’ first question I hayei 
are you currently a member of the New York 
City Drug Enforcement Agency Task Force? 

• Mr. Lemer. Yas, lam.*- ** : 

Mr. Marcone. Okay. During your-'cmciid'-' 
■duties with'. the task -force," -did- yotfwamy' 
time independently uncover evidence 
you would consider to be credible that-theie" 
may .have been a conspiracy - on.* the- part/af ? 
Dominican drug lords in to setup: 

former Immigration and NaturaUxatiotl: 
Service Agent Joseph Occhipinti? - 
Mr. Lemer. Well; I uncovered somO'CredEl*" 
ble evidence ’that there were wn^^xpui^gut^ 
there.,- .* - - # J ‘ 

. Mr. Marcone. Dominicans? 

- Mr. Lemer. ’ Dominicans or * Do minican ■ de- 
scent, and there wem ’ ActtuBy i-oi^ 
groups of I guess drug, dealers in-theisen^j 
that had Influenced, attempted to influence- 
people in the regard of Joseph Ocbhlplntdp^ 

. Mr. Marcone! Sgt:’ Lemer? * * ‘ ~ 

. Mr. Lemer. Yes. - * 

Mr. Marcone. When you make referencpjtq^i 
credible evidence, be more specific,* okaj^ffT^r ? 

Mr. Lemer. Basically, I received ftifOrjriij^ 
■tion or we received information about; dtf*?' 
ferent, and organization that may have beeft*; 
involved In 'having something 
framing Joe Occhipinti as well as sevenfe^ 
Mr. Marcone. Excuse me. Isthat.theJFfijt^ 
era tion of Dominican Merchants- and Induces*' 1 
trialiats? * * ' - **• ''"i&SSESSE' 

Mr. Lemer. It was' the Federation- bf-. Dor ^! 
minican Businessmen arid - IndustrialfstsiC 
right; " .. - 

Mr. Marcone.. And these were witriew^S* 
that you were using as informants? ■ w !;* 

.Mr. Lemer. Weil, the original inforniriSglKj! 
that was relayed to me actually cdme^fromS: 
what I believe at the time.wa* a 
.formation of an individual who 'aPDar eqp^t 
had information who', didn’t' ’ 

signed upas an informant/ • 

I later on, -much later on, 
tity after an FBI Investigation •appeyo^SE 
involving myself and'the.detectivhiT^^ 
gotten! the information^! *o : n£ ;that 
wai to Id .bis name.:....: .7/r’" 

'At- the time T received'' 
first verbally and then It waapuriq^rStiactfi 
in a report dated 'July 10th of 

. . 


ft , v.- ■, 
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Heights - 10 th ° riot ^ ■ '.Washington 

Mr. Marcone. 'What- was the nature of the 
information that you. had?:' " ' • - 
1 . I f r *“ LEMER * The. information that we had 
listed, a number., of different- grocery stores 
that were said to be run by. people selling 

• drugs, as well as an organization^a' corpora- 
- ki° n py the name of.Seacrest Trading;^.-.-- . . 

Mr. Kwalasser. .Excuse me .-At this point; 
we had talked earlier, Mr; Marcone,. that per-* 
iss “ es thac were going .to .be under- .in-.-.', 
vestigation were not going to.be -discussed.. 

Mr. Marcone. Right. . . Lr^ y * ' 

So I can assume that Seacrest Trading is** 
t ion by nypd? * S currentljr u oder4ny>stig^T. 

' Mr*. Kwalasser. Affirmative!* "V. 

Mr. Marcone. Okay. I want to focus-in on 
Occhipinti. Did you* at any time through 
your investigations, as part of the task 
force* receive any information- that .any of 
the complainants against Occhipinti were 
coerced or bribed to testify, to offer .testi- 
mony against him?. ; 

Mr, Lember. Weil, I did-. receive. informat* 
tion, it turned out to be 'what- we /call a* 
blacklisted informant, a Dominican' inform- 
ant who approached us* and wfcenl ; did> de-. 
brief him, said to me that' he had.-prQOf t ha t ’ 
Occhipinti had been in fact framed And that 
the proof that he told me he had .was that -he^- 
had- taped apparently a:COuple/o£i.fche. : witx?: 
nesses who had testified*, who -had -admitted;- 
that they had perjured themselves.'/ * *; : -* “ 
.Mr. Marcone. Were these the actual -coni- ** 
plainants, the Bodega- owners? -; ?:.v h } • 

Mr. Lemer. No. I don’t* recall df lie was one . 
of the Bodega owners. He hftd mentioned, one 
or two names of people who, had. in fact'ap-: - 
parently testified in the Occhipinti' trial. ’ and 
subsequently he said that- he* had : gotten txn : ; 
gether with them and- taped-.them :and. at 
which time they admitted ta.-him that;they 
had received money from .an individual ’by 
the name of Jose Liberato,. who awns numer- 
ous grocery, stores in ’’ .the -Washington 
Heights and Bronx area’. . .. 

• Subsequently, - we .did- look into Jose 
Liberato to a certain extent; as well-as some ’ 
other grocery stores of .whom* apparently* 
there was a female .who /had. testified-. in 
Occhipinti's trial and:.; ironically enough,’ 
thereafter, I found- out- through -checking 
with- the Archives, the Journalist .Achives, 
that she apparently, had given an interview 
to Newsday regarding Occhipinti and. X the 
quote was that he had raided her store back 
in August of ’89. 

A subsequent investigation by me as to 
who the owner was in August of ’89 came 
back .to an individual by the name of Freddie 
Then, who was, at that time, and. actually , 
who is currently apparently -a federal fugi- 
tive, having been convicted, I believe, in the 
Southern District for cocaine distribution. 

Mr. Marcone. Was he convicted in 
absentia? * '. 

Mr. Lemer. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Marcone. What happened? 

•Mr. Lemer. What happened was appar- 
ently, in the last day of the trial, just prior 
to the jury coming back, he jumped bail. So 
that in effect the store changed names in Oc- 
tober of ’89. However, that was my prelimi- 
nary check. 

Mr. Marcone. Was there any.. indication 
that the 1989 raid that- Occhipinti made vio- 
lated any laws? ' .... 

Were there any civil rights violations that . 
*she alluded to in the Newsday article? ■ 

Mr. Lemer. Apparently, we— I- didn’t, it * 
was impossible for me at that time to look 
into that actual raid or that arrest. From 
the information that I was able to see, it ap- 

• pears that the store was involved in some 
narcotics trafficking and as a result, Freddie 
Then was arrested. * 


The connection there being that when she 
admittedly says that it’s her store in ’89, al- 
though officially the store changes hands in 
October of ’89. to I believe it’s her husband; 
Filo Crucey. And X wouldn’t have known that 
had it not been because she mentioned to 
that reporter that it was her store In August 
of ’89, .which would have associated her with 
Freddie Then, an obviously known drug deal- 
er. ~ 

Mr. Marcone. Is it safe to say then that 
you received information from more 'than 
one. source that Mr. Occhipinti may have 
been set up by Dominican drug lords? Is that 
correct to say? * 

Mr.* Lemer. Well, I received information 
from several different' sources, a lot of who 
were just informants or actually not inform- ■ 
ants, sources who did say that he had been 
set up because he was doing a lot of harm to 
the economic business of the— well not so 
much necessarily only the drug dealers but 
'-me experience with what we- call the 
Bodegas, which are the small ‘grocery stores 
up in the Washington Heights area is that in 
'order to survive economically, they have to 
rely on— a lot of times; I’m not going to say 
that all- of them but a good part of them rely 
on illegal gambling; the Dominican lottery, 
the Dominican numbers, as well as other 
•means to subsist because if anybody were to 
go up there and physically take a look at 
''these places,* one would realize that it’s im--. 
■possible -for four Bodegas to exist on. each* 
•corner of a particular bloqk without having- 
to augment— I mean, 'you’re looking at" an 
area - that’s economically deprived to a cer- 
tain extent, and one would say, well, they’re 
doing ‘ these^ illegal activities ' to augment 
their income, which is evident and has -been 
evident since I worked up there in 1982; - 

.So, I mean,' when somebody, when a source 
■of information 

Mr. Marcone. Could you just kind of elabo- 
.rate more on the source. Are these confiden- 
tial CIs that have been registered by the de- 
partment, or are they people that just talked 
to you during the course of an investigation? 

■ Mr. LEMER...Most of them were just people 
that we spoke to who we didn’t really, who 
we didn’t sign up. • \ 

Mr. Marcone. Well, what were the cir- 
cumstances for which you were speaking to 
them? Was it in your office or -was it on the 
street? . * . 

. Mr. Lemer. No, no. Most of .the time: we 
would meet them up in . the Washington 
Heights area. 

Mr. Marcone. At what types of locations? 

Mr. Lemer. We’d— you- know; on a street 
corner, we’d put them in a car. - 

Mr. Marcone. And talk to them? 

Mr. Lemer. Just talk to them. 

You see, we. weren’t really. I wasn’t inves- 
tigating whether or not Occhipinti was or 
was not set up. I was investigating other 
matters. 

Mr. Marcone. Related to drugsj 

Mr. Lemer. Foremost yes, related to drugs 
and whether or not the information that. we 
had been receiving that the riots that oc- 
curred up there were in fact an organized 
venture by a group of narcotics dealers who 
were trying to get the police -presence out of 
there. ' ’ • •• . , 

Mr. Marcone. Okay. -Was there any, -did 
you ever come across evidence that, in con- 
nection to the riots, that the federation was 
involved in any .way in trying to organize the 
riots?-' - : ; . . 

: Mr, Lemer. No, I did not, I didn’t come up 
with any concise. information.' 

Mr.* Marcone. Relating to informations 
that you uncovered through .these inform- 
ants and discussions relative to a possible 
set up of Occhipinti, did you report your, 
findings to anyone at NYPD or DEA and 



through the chain of command, through offi-v*' • 
cials reports? ^ ** . -/ .,./*■ '• 

Mr. .Lemer. No. Actually; the only report • \ . 
that actually mentions ' the : fact 'thatV‘7 
Occhipinti may have been set up or some-?' . . 
thing- to' that effect was the original * re-'v 
ported, dated July 12th— July *10th, excuses . 
me, -1992,* which was the basis for' my group: 1 ;. ' 
being formed, and which ‘made a correlation/?-- • 
between," from the source of information Hoe- :- . ■ *. * 
tween what had happened- to Joseph*. 
Occhipinti and what was being perceived at * 
that time as to what they were trying to do,.' 
or was being tiled to have done to Michael.-'.^ .* 
O’Keefe, who was the police officer at the-* 

. 34th Precinct who had shot -.the drug dealer.: . - 
and basically supposedly' precipitated Jthe ;/•. " 
riots. ' 1 ; ; ■ ■ v r-V-V * * 

But that was the oniy report that was ever • 

written. You know, we 

. Mr. Marcone. But Occhipinti’s name* was./ 
•mentioned in that report. ' *’..*’; /Jr':* =*\ 

Mr.' L emer. Yes, It was. His name was men-:; a 0 
tioned as it related to the* similarities be-;*." 
i tween what had happened^ there in l^/case/^. ! 

‘ and what was apparently happening Jm>the/;.\. 
Michael O’Keefe case; \ !■ • 

Mr. Marcone. Who compiled the - report?-' ‘ - 
Was it an NYPD report or was it' a joint// ■' 
NYPD/DEA report? * - */_’. *-1^0* [ 

Mr. Lemer. It’s a DEA report.* We,*worklng.V.’ 
under the auspices of the DEA task force^'do^’^ . 
DEA reports. ' ’* .*' . * 

Mr. Marcone. ^ ~ v 

- document? 

Mr. Lemer. That is < 

Mr. Marcone. To your knowledge, is/ihe/V 
document considered classified? -/. - * ' 

Mr. Kwalasser. Do you normally^I. Just'r/. ‘ 
want to interrupt one 8econd-r-Sgt/L^eir//;- ; y . 

; do you normally classify , the /dwui^enia^l' • 
there? Or is that done by DEA ahaly8te?.^4/r2^- i .* ** * 
Mr. Lemer. -We would just write : the ■ 
Mr. Marcone. Who was- .the report.wfltfen/"y * * 
tp? .. . % v&f 

Mr. Lemer. The report is written,- actually Z ' . 

.to a general file. It’s just- a report ' of .infbrr . 
mation. It’s' actually, I think ih-was-ltitfed;^* * 

- ’‘The debriefing of a spurce pf .infprmayph^^t-.,* , 

I believe it was an eight-page. repprt ; t^ti^fe\; *' . 
'tective Garrido wrote at my reque^fc-v-/ *• 
Mr, Marcone. And that report- emotions^-’:*" 
Occhipinti? . * * 

■ Mr. LEMER. Yes, it does.' ; ■ 

Mr. Marcone. So you.. wouldn’t play':an’y^Y - 

role in tagging the report as classified?' Ypui;^ -■ 
just submit the report and it will be up tov-'i- ' 
your superiors to determine whether or hot a / 7 y 
report of that nature -will be considered.-clasr--' : 
sifted?. - - - *>. ** *. 

Mr. Lemer. That is'correct;' * ■ ■ ; / ywr; .; * * * 

Mr. Marcone. Because we, I.want to. state*..-* . 

. for the record that we sent a Freedom of In-/ . 
formation request to the DEA for all files 
they had during. that time period that, you *• 
mentioned that related .to the /Occhipinti-/ ;;-* : 
case. And we did not get that particular flop-/. v * 
ument. . , . ; - . *. ’* 

. They did state that there were pertain. doc-*-- 
.uments that they had- that they were/ not*.*:'.' 
providing to us for security reasons.*. > ChZy'X ' . 

- Is there anything in that report— ■ > r/*/. *’ . 

Mr.* Kwalasser. For the-. .rpcordt/'Mr.-'’ .. 
Marcone? . - -./* -'I:- 

Mr. Marcone. Yes? . * /' • .. 

Mr. Kwalasser’. Sgt. Lemer, .when,, in .t&QjLrSr: \ 
normal course of DEA* Drug^Eaforceipent^ V* * 

• Task Foi*ce business, there are. times "when 

$gt. Lemer has tp answer— in/other ( woj^is,'- a /■// 7 
Freedom of Infprmation •*’ 

■ the agency. -Then the agency wjiri^i^' ( out-/‘'‘ ; ' 



This is the way^t-a heed ..explained -/ . 

The agency will reach out* to the. field ' phit^Z;* 7 : 
to gather docun^ta, and then the agehpy\&V'*.‘- 
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records offloer down in Washington' makes 

the final determination as to whether - • 

Mr.’ Maroone. Right. Tm not questioning 
whether or not, I have every confidence that- 
ail relevant documents, are forwarded to 
Washington. 

I just want to get, from' Sgt. Lemer. his . 
feelings as to whether or not anything in the 
report, at this time frame, will be considered ■' 
classified or would it involve any on- 
going . 

Mr. Kwalasser. You’re asking "for an opin- 
ion, you’re asking Sgt. Lemer as to what 
someone else would determine. 

Mr. Marcone. How about this . 

Sgt. Lamer, was there anything in the re- 
port that ma de reference to investigations 
that the NYPD DEA Task Force is still cur- 
rently engaged in? 

Mr. Lemer. Well, the reports referred to — 

I gathered the reports. There were many re- 
ports that I did send to Washington. Actu- 
ally, the whole case file as well as the memo 
that I discovered relating to OcchipintL 
Mr. Marcone. But that was not provided. 
So a determination must have been made at ■ 
a higher level not to provide that? 

Mr. Lemer. it has to be made — I’d imagine 
I sent it to the — at — Washington. They may 
.be, I guess the final determination as to 
what they would release. ■ 

I did send whatever materials I had avail- 
able. 

Mr. Marcone. Okay. >• .** 

Let’s move on. ’. - 

In terms of the Occhipinti case, at any 
time, were you ever told by a superior or any 
member of the task force to stop or not to 
investigate any aspect of the Occhipinti 
case? 

% ere you ever told by anyone not to inves- 
tigate any further on Occhipinti or any other 
• matters that related to Occhipinti? 

Mr. Lemer. Well, let me just clear this up 
probably from its inception. 

I wasn’t investigating Occhipinti. 

Mr. Marcone. Okay, I understand that, but 
at any point when you mentioned Occhipinti. 
in your reports, did anyone ever come to you 
and say anything to you about the 
Occhipinti case in terms of don’t investigate • 
this, or you’re not supposed to be investigat- 
ing the Oqehipinti case? 

Mr. Lemer. Well, a matter of course, when 
we first started, okay, the thrust and my 
mandate was really to investigate whether 
or not the allegations that were made ini- 
tially regarding all the criminal activity in 
the Washington Heights area was ■ in fact 
credible. And actually the idea was to stay 
away from a direct investigation of whether - 
or not Joseph Occhipinti was guilty or not 
guilty. 

Mr. Marcone. Who made that determina- 
tion? 

- Mr. Lemer. That was made at the initial 
inception by the powers that be, I guess the * 

boss, you know, because of the fact 

Mr. KWALASSER. Mr. Marcone? 

Mr. Maroons-. Yes? 

Mr. Kwalasser. Sgt. Lemer ’s task force 
was formed for a specific purpose, okay? And 
while during the course of an investigation, 1 
the task force might uncover other informa- 
tion, but there are only a limited number of 1 
individuals in the group, and they have to 
■stay focused on the mission, which was to in- i 
vestlgate one item, and not to go off in dif- 
ferent directions; 

Mr. Marcone! Tunderstand that. 3 

As a matter of practice, though, if, in the 1 
course or an investigation that’s focused on j 
one issue, they uncover evidence on another j 
case, would It be normal practice for them to 1 
turn over their findings to -the relevant, ei* i 
tiier federal, state, or local law enforcement , 
entity to handle that, or is that something 
that you would turn over to the U.S. Attor- < 
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ney’s office and say, we uncovered this evi- matter of course, work very Soaeiyi : witti 
F 1 \ " * ‘ * prosecutors,. correct, in formulating a caae* ■ 

Mr, Lemer. Let me say, as it related to the Mr, Lemer. Yes, that la correct.::*' * v* * 

Joseph Occhipinti situation, there- wai in re- Mr. Marcone, Okay. In formulating a 

ality no^-I uncovered no direct— well,’ at the v let’s say you found a pattern that there was 
time, let’s say, because subsequent to that Jn an organised group that was in. fact ream on- 

the> *v»rf rtf *-Viic tr^i. t At* - ? ^ rT. 7 v 4 


the earlier part of this year, X did uncover a 
DEA. memo which, in my estimationr-shows 
a -gross, well, shows that something wasn’t 
right as far as the investigation in the 
Southern District as it related- to a DEA 
agent who worked among. them,, 


sible for the riots; * •' - • ;*,. • VvV-; -. 

Would you try to -enter into evidence ;the 
fact that the same group was 
organizing another type of ‘effort to frame a 
federal agent? And that would indicate a pat- 
tern of illegal behavior? Or would that be 


— Z , — - v *“*» -x i/ciu u± lutjgiti ueoavior 

Mr. Marcone. Right. Now was that finding ■ considered inadmissible? 

;irrmlv nnrnpH jitMin riT a a, sUst.,;,... t > . . 


simply turned over to DEA. or did- you refer . 
that to the U.S. Attorney’s office or the Of- 


I know you’re not' a- lawyer ■and-yoa' - can’t 
make that determination, but“ia .'that some- 


— y ~ va uu<? w maae in at determination, cutis .that some- 

fice of Professi ona l Responsibility inside the-.-' thing that yea would try to c ollec t ihforma- 
Justice Department? * Hnn nf t.hat. <x ♦. ^ .■ . . * 


Justice Department? 

Mr. Lemer. When I found this particular 
memo, which had been written by a DEA spe- 
cial agent, after having spoken .to him ver- 
bally where he recounted to me what had 
happened in 199L I really didn’t know, to be 
honest with you, I didn?t know who to turn 
to because of the fact that the 'main focus, of 
the memo was the, well, I can’t call it any- 
thing. else, apparent misconduct on the part 
of the Southern District of New York. 

Mr. Kwalasser.' Let’s go back - into per- 


, tion of that nature and that would certainly 
help your case? ' . - 7* “ '*<"7 

Mr. LEMER. Yes. * • “ ;!; \y 

You’ve got to realize, Mr. Marcone,. a- lot of 
the information that you’re getting is hear- 
say. You’re getting people’s statements with 
no real factual corroborating evidence,’.,'" fcl *. “ 

. Mr. Marcone. What if you had sworn affi- 
davits from individuals? - . _ 

Mr.- Lemer. I never had any;. X never* got 
any affidavits. . ■ .■ •’ -VT/iJ}' 

Mr. Marcone. Were you aware of the'foct 


***** ajowo 5 u iuw pur- *ir. mAMojoss. were you aware ortbe fa ct 

spective. If this is a memo written by a DEA- that the Staten Island Borought -President’s 
agent, it s already been filed. .This is part of *’ office* did' oollect numerous sworn - affidavits' 
the BEA’s Terorri Spt. t ,» mpr« imrt- -i ,x,i . . 


the DEA’s record. Sgt. Lemer just uncovered 
something that he’s assuming .that DEA 
knew about also. * * • • • 

Mr. Marcone. Right. So the. memo was 
written from a DEA agent to his superior?. 
Mr. Lemer. That’s correct. ‘ • 

Mr. Marcone. If the. DBA was aware of, let 
me just, I want to focus for the record on 
what exactly, at the time, 1992, is when you 
uncovered informants mentioning Occhipinti 
and the fact that he may have been set up. 

At that time, what was the; focus of the 
task force and what- were you exactly inves- 
tigating, and what was the mission of the 
task foreje, just so I know what your mission 
was. . »■.*.■ 

Mr. Lemer. My mission, or our mission was 
to investigate if in fact^the allegations that 
organized groups of narcotics dealers were in 
fact responsible for fueling the riots, and 
•that was our primary focus. 

And what we tried to do was, as it related 
to the original report of July 10th/ wjiich De- 
tective Garrido wrote, -which had-^the idea 
at the time was we needed to find out-wheth-' 
er or not the source of information was -In 
fact credible. And in order to do that; what 
we set out to do was take apart the report, 
piece by piece, and see if in fact the allega- 
tions against certain either businesses or in- 
dividuals were legitimate! 

And the way to do that was, and this is 
what we discussed and -the way to go about 
it, was to isolate each allegation and see if in 
fact that person or place or corporation had 
been or should have been a target of an in- 
vestigation. " 1 - 

And so .that’s what we— you know, we 
never 'looked into the— the Occhipinti situa- 


from individuals that attest .to the fact that ' 
there was in fact a conspiracy, to .frame Mr. 
Occhipinti? 

Were you made aware of that fact?';”!’- 
Mr. Lemer. Well,'! became. aware^of’ that' 
after our investigation., waa' pretty "much 
coming to an end, and I was apprised by Rob- ' 
ert Knapp and Valerie CaprouL^: ; J.L:/ 

Let roe just give you a little background. - . 
When it became apparent to me- that a lot 
of the Individual* who X was looking at' from 
an investigative perspective were— X- -became ’ 
aware that ttxt FBI had- been taaked.lby.apr 
parently the president, PreaidoiitcBuafarat 
the time, to look into whether 'or not’ there 
was wrongdoing in Oochipinlt’a'sitnatiorL v -* 
When I became aware. of that, Laaidto my- 
self, and continued lnth&tinode,\thatIneed- 
■ ed to speak to -those .agent* -a**,* that- they* 
would know that I myself was ’ doiug^^an /In- 
vestigation in which these people** had.: been 
named and I might -in fact' be looking 1 at 
them from the drug aspect. ■' : !r‘-.; *-** 

In other words, were they In. fact narcotics' 
dealers, are they in fact laundering narcotics 
money. ■ .. ' 

And I went to the FBI because; I. -didn't - 

want to step on their toes. - 

Mr.- Marcone. Are you talking about the 
investigation that was initiated, in July, of 
“92 by the FBI? .. •• 4 .’/: ?• -* . 

. Mr. Lemer. Yes. Yes. ' . ... 

Mr. marcone. Okay, go ahead/t'-^*.’; v :■ " 
Mr. Lemer. So I went to them and sa id to 
them that I had. myself and the ABAC, my 
boss, and we had a meeting with the agent 
who. was running the investigation .out. in 
Queens, and basically we explained our'posi- 
tion, that we don’t want to step oh .' their 
toes, and at the same time, I didn’t want 


. - — — — — — wvu*y***ii, wiuu, uiiub wo UUil V Vtulb VO ovcp Ou.-WkIT 

tion was something thatVas nebulous to us* toes, and at the same time, I didn’t want 
because there was no way f cr us to really * them scaring my.aubjects into g oing under- 
look into whether or not he was set up from ' ground. *. * .* ; 

trhfit.irA tVMVi Ani-n rr ~ .a i _ ^ . ’ . ‘ * 


look Into whether or not he was set up from „ 

what we were doing. And at that point, I became, aware that— ' 

■ In actuality, that was not our focus at all. this is subsequent to apeaking to th a t 

We were staying away from that because we blacklisted informant— and then/ 1 !, became 
needed to find out whether or not a source of aware that apparently there. were*'tapee,’and- 
information was credible or legitimate.- - • I was told by the FBI • that: they -had 

Mr. Marcone. On the riots? * polygraphed the informant and- that* the-in-'- 

■ Mr. Lemer. On the riots because what hap- '.-formant had failed the poly. t-:*/ rtiiStfC" 
pens is. if we were able to determine that the ’•• And basically my gn awer* to' .waa^weil,-. 
allegations he made about different coxnpa-- . you know, I haven’t dealt with tQO-'nuu)Y-ln-^ 

nifrft GT rUffftmnr. nAnnlA worn i r» -i* - T. '.7 • vA-j 


nies or different people were in fact legiti-. 
mate, then one could surmise that the rest of 


. am, LIW mgeov in cnirym ni QC ^amaatiOC 

hi* information waa also credible. That was* did aay to me, "because we were' going to'uae 

tbe onlv vmv-tn artniMu rh«r .. ; . - ■ . . r- , , 


formants who could pass a j - 

• But theagent in charge, of thaocganixatfoOv 


the only way-to actually do that. 
WecouWn’o— • 


this blacklisted informant at the time,v said 
to me that I could -.in fact use lt. He’d foiled 

«-u . K.i.. u... ' « l ■ ^ 


~ . VW mo MUIV b. wu^u-.ui uom IV. no u IWHTtl 

Mr. Marcone. You and' the task 'force, the poly but as far as he was co ncorhed,'* I ‘ 
other members of the task foroe would, as a could go ahead and use him.*-, ' -'h~ 
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don,t you explain to 
Mr, Mareone what a blacklisted informant 
really is. 

Mr. Lemer. A blacklisted informant is an 
informant that has been registered prior and 
for any one of many reasons has been deacti- 
vated for negative reasons. 

In this particular instance, the informant, 
who contacted us. and after relating his 
story, had said that he had been blacklisted 
by the DEA. I looked .at his file to see ex- 
actly what the reasoning was, and spoke to 
the agents who had controlled him. 

And from doing that little line, r found out 
that he had been blacklisted for, you know, 
non — what I would consider not a real seri- 
ous reason. There are no real — in one in- 
stance, apparently, was for failure to tell a 
U.S. Attorney about somebody, a defendant. 
However, he had, once on the stand had actu- 
ally told the judge that what he'd done and 
was found to be a credible witness and in fact 
tjtie defendant was convicted. • 

Mr. Marcone. You had confidence in the 
witness? 

Mr. Lemer. Yes. I found him to be credible. 
I looked at his file. 

Mr. Kwalasser. Just in total perspective, 
while the witness might be credible and we 
might believe what- he's saying, the evi- 
dentiary value is very minimal because 

Mr. Marcone. It's hearsay, 

Mr. Kwalasser. No. Even the witness, 
should he. ever be called to testify, is going 
to be shredded. ' 

Mr. Marcone. Is this the same witness who 
had information about Occhlpinti? 

Mr. Lemer. Yes. Right. It’s the same one. 
And he had been doing work for Mr. Mol- 
inari. So that’s— and we were going to utilize 
him because he was in fact going to be a 
good informant for us. 

3ut then there was a problem where Mr. 
Molinari made a phone call to Mr. Fox 
about— there was apparently a misunder- 
standing that this particular informant had 
related back to Mr. Molinari that the FBI 
was precluding us from using him, which was 
not in fact the case. 

The FBI, after our meeting, had said, lis- 
ten. he faHed the polygraph, we don’t believe 
him, but if you .want to use him, go ahead 
and use him. 

But in total retrospect, that's telling you. 
we don't believe him and, by the way, any- 
thing that he gives you, you\have to* tell ev- 
eryone that the FBI was going to use him 
but 

Mr. Marcone. So when you go to court, 
you really can't use him? 

Mr. Lemer. You can't use him. 

Mr. Marcone. Although you could use him 
to get information about other, other— 

Mr. Lemer. But you’re risking people’s 
lives with someone that’s not— would have 
been especially with the Cl that has been— in 
the past, would have been to corroborate and 
investigate anything he said prior to us tak- 
ing any kind of proactive action. 

Mr. Marcone. And you can use an inform- 
ant like that for leads that would lead you to 
other informants who might be more credi- 
ble? 

Mr. Lemer. We had decided, at the time, 
and confirmed with my bosses that we were 
in fact going to use him. It was only that 
when it became apparent -to us that the Cl 
was going back and reporting to Mr. Mol- 
inari and this particular instance, it was not 
true, therefore w© said it was more trouble 
than it needed to be, and in fact we might 
' end up hurting our own credibility. ■ 

Mr, Marcone. Let me ask you one more 
Question about this informant. 

In your opinion, did the FBI make a deter- 
mination that the said informant was not 
credible based entirely on the fact that that 
informant failed a polygraph test? 


. Or as far as you know? 

Mr. Lemer. My impression was that after 
he failed the polygraph, they felt that he was 
lying. . • 

Mr. Marcone. So their impression of the 
informant was based, was framed on— very 
heavily by the fact that he failed the poly- 
graph? * 

Mr, Lemer. Yes. .1 don't know' that, I 

mean ' ' * * 

Mr. Marcone. But that was your impres- 
sion, though? * * < • 

Mr. Lemer. That seemed to be, you know, 
and my question then was, well, If I were to 
try to determine whether or not a particular 
person was telling the truth, especially as it 
related to audio tapes, as an investigator, 
the first thing I would do would, be. instead 
of giving him the poly, would be to get an ex- 
pert to do what we call a voice exemplar and 
match and say, if this informant is saying 
that this Witness X who testified in a trial 
told me that he lied, or that he made it .up 
because he was paid money, what I would do 
to check the authenticity would be to have 
an expert say is this in fact Witness X- . 

I don't believe that that- — •* 

Mr. Marcone. All right. One more ques- 
tion. - • 

In July 1992, the FBI ", 

Is Sgt. Lemer there?' . 

Mr. lemer. Yes, this is me. 

Mr. Marcone. I want to pick on something. 
Your initial investigation in' ’92 was inves- 
tigating-whether or not there were any orga- 
nized groups behind the riots? 

Mr.. L emer. That was the primary thing. 

Mr. Marcone. Was that investigation ever 
concluded, and did it result in .any indict-' 
ments? 

Mr. Lemer. No, it resulted in no Indict- 
ments. We did get information from an in- 
formant- at the time that he was aware of 
knowing what he considered drug dealers* to 
him or paying young street guys a hundred 
dollars to burn cars and continue to fuel the 
riots. 

We never got any concrete proof of that, 
either from an informant or on anybody, but 
that was what we determined.. But there 
wasn't enough to make any arrests or Indict 
anybody. •• ■ * . ' 

Mr. Marcone. You didn't have enough evi- 
dence to go to indictment? * * 

Mr. Lemer. That's correct. 

Mr. Marcone. Okay. At any point, did any 
other law enforcement officers, from 1992 to 
the present, have any other current active 
law enforcement officers ever come to you 
and told you that they were either influ- 
enced or intimidated by federal prosecutors 
not to investigate the Occhlpinti case? 

Mr. Lemer. Well, Detective Garrido, who 
worked for me, who had authored the origi- 
nal report and gotten the Information, was 
called down to the Eastern District of New 
York and questioned by the U.S. Attorney 
and the FBI, as well as myself. * 

And at the time, he was one defendant out 
of I believe what was seven or eight in a civil 
case brought about by three convicted drug 
dealers who were alleging that they were 
beaten at the time of their arrest. I believe 
in 1908, and the case was being handled by 
the U.S., Attorney’s office in the Southern 
District. 

He was, had prepared the case with the 
U.S. Attorney for two years. We first became 
aware that the FBI and the Eastern District 
was looking at any of this was, I believe it. 
was the boginnlngqf’83, January of. *92, when 
he was informed by the U.S. Attorney han- 
dling his case that she could no longer rep- 
resent him because of a possible conflict of 
interest.- /- •• . 

She said' that, when queried by him, s he\ 
said she couldn’t divulge anything further 
because it was an ethical question. 


'So. I— through the records of DEA' made ' . * 

tempts to find out what 1 was going onvaridit-./ 
became apparent that Frank Garrido; Detect::* 
"tive Garrido' might be the subject of an ■■ . 
vestigation. - 4 ’ - 

Mr. Marcone. Related to Occhlpinti? I '' 
Mr. Lemer. Related to, r elated' to what.- we - v*:. % 
had been doing and what we bad prebaWy,.«£^ ; 
don’t know’for.sure, what w© had. been 1 doipg-> v 
as it related to the FBI Investigation:':. 1 • : i **• 

What happened then was that the Depart-^ V **v-' 
ment oL Justice authorized, private-counsel 
for Detective Gamdo. However,, what.. hap-' V . 
pened was, obviously; if you’re* the only dor 
fendant in' one of these cases, ..sitting.-byv-S' 'J. 

■ yourself with private. counsel and everybody •’ r r * r . 
else has got the U.S. Attorney; one’ would : 
look around and say, there might be a prob- .I 1 -" * 
lem. 1 . *v . 

;* Mr. Marcone. Right. * vy* 

Mr. Lemer. So ultimately, the case was de- ' 
cided in about 48 minutes, I think, because V. *~ 
the people making thejawsuit, the convicted'--': ' 
drug dealers apparently had— the Injuries- .*■ 
.that they claimed were' proven to be'fr6m , *>.-;\ 

' the high school. So them was*no'nlto^t6i’r ; .. 

that case. **’ ' * •’ ‘ 

\ -Mr. Marcone. Okay, but were there, aiiy *i..- v" 
law. enforcement officers that ever came to * r^r 
.you and told you that they were either in-- 
.- timidated or influenced not to investigate- • 
. the Occhlpinti case, any' law enfoiwm.entqfr: 
fleer that you are aware of? • . .-V 
Mr. Lemer. No,' besides : Frank : Gh^dot^^' :rV 

and ■ ■ • '* * ;* ’* \ *>.. 

Mr. Marcone. Was Detective Garrido,'- jtjtd IV** ’ j 
he tell you that he was intimidated or some-*: -S'- - **. 
one told him not to, I’m' talking about. the^Z. 
Occhlpinti case, do not investigate'-'pr ' push S*? - 
this case further or maybe you shouldn't' *-* 
vestigate this case? ; t;;. : . 

- Mr. : Lemer. .Well, we both discussed-'^^tvj.— ' 

- was. going on, you know, in relationship'.*^ * 
their situation .and my. being .caUeri. do^@" 
there, and w© sat there and "discussdd" T * *■ 
openly and we looked at -it and sai (L':bljyiwj?.w* 
.ously, you know, if we. continne^th 

nobody came out and said, nobody- ever came-ief^* /- 
out and said, don’t investigate this/The - 

. didn’t say ; it to me. The ' U.&'/Aixorney^ffr^ i,' 
the Eastern District who was haridlihgi^-the S^*' : ' '' 

. assistant didn’t say it to hie.* * ' s ‘* * 

However, I mean, we’re not dumb ' ^tlibr.V- c;- ■-. ■ 
and, you* know, when you.see there’s passive *- 
intimidation such tl^at If yon hit .your-hfih^ ^*- * • 
against the wall long enough; maybeV! y * ' ' 

know, you stop going In that direction^ * 

So we looked at it and said. If w© wantito Jy* • 
be on the .hot. seat, well* continue Jtgf push.-;' . 
this Issue, and if we don’t-^-— v ■ 

Mr. Marcone. When you say bn the .-hot ; 
seat* what do you mean by that? V.-* . , v * • ■; ;; *V- 
Mr. Lemer. Well, to be scrutinize d, . to , 

called down to the U.S. Attorney ’s office. . r v? v : 7 \ * 

% Mr. Marcone. And' when you’re -called /• * 
down there, they actually ask you. questions 
about Occhiplntl or was it? ±7 ■ • .ii* 
Mr. Lemer. They asked questions ‘about 
Occhlpinti, they asked questions about-— 

Mr* Marcone. They did ‘ ask questions , f >- • - 
about Occhipinti? - . ■ . J .f / +‘\ ■ 

Mr. Lemer. Yes, yes. \ 

Mr. 'M arcone. A nd Molinari?>’ - • 

Mr. Lemer. And Molinari. \ : r \ yV'V 

Mr. Marcone.. W hat kind of questiona' 
they ask you?. “ / * ";J .■* 

Mr. Kwalasser. One second. - : *r.Eyr : ^:7l ~- 

Detective Lemer, was any of thfq informa-^*' \ , 
tion ever, put before a grand jury?;,. ; ::s ! . 

- Mr. Lemer. No, It was' nqtr.'.As r 

know. . ; 

Mr. Kwalasser. Mr.' Marcone.-'rni'- |)lstv^ :rr *' ; 
making sure that there’s no other'. violatim^.^* wlv 
Mr. lemer. As far as' I know, it waaVM 
put Into the grand jury, but .we were askcdV;..- . 
whether or not w© knew -' Mr/- Molinari^??'- 
whether or not— well* I can only attest ‘tb'-.V- /■ 
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what I was questioned about— whether or not 
I knew Joe Occhipinti. 

Mr. Marcone. And this was in when, in 
1992? 

-Mr. Lemer. Early 1993. 

Mr. Marcone. After the FBI completed its 
report? . - 

Mr. Lemer. Yes. yes.' s •' 

Mr. Marcone. Okay, so this was in early 
1993, and they’re asking: you if you knew Jo- 
seph Occhipinti? 

Mr. Lemer. They asked me if 1 knew Jo- 
seph Occhipinti, they asked me if I knew 
Guy Molinari, and originally we went down 
there, I went down there voluntarily, and 
they didn’t subpoena me or anything. 

I thought, my big thing was, plus the agent 
who was investigating the case, Steve 
Jarrett, was the same agent who was as-' 
signed to the original investigation back in 
July or June of ’92. 

Mr. Marcone; Getting back to Jarrett, we 
understand the FBI began investigating the 
Occhipinti case in July of ’92- to determine 
whether or not Mr. Occhipinti’s allegations 
had any validity. 

You went to the FBI, or did they come to 
yon? 

Mr. Lemer. They wouldn't have found m£T 
I went to them. 

Mr. Marcone. Okay. And were you inter- 
viewed by Special Agent Jarrett during that 
investigation? 

Mr. Lemer. No, he wasnot present. 

It wasn’t an interview actually. At that 
time, myself and the 

Mr. Marcone. What time frame is this? 

Mr. Lemer. This is in August. 

■ Mr. Marcone. Of ’92? 

Mr. Lemer. Of ’92. 

Mi\ Marcone-. Okay. 

Mr. Lemer. When I found out that the FBI 
had been tasked with this investigation, I 
went to the Special Agent in charge of DEA 
at the time, Mr. Bryden, who was familiar 
with what I was doing there because he au- 
thorized my reassignment 'to the task force 
on a temporary basis to investigate this. 

I spoke to him and asked him to call his 
counterpart in the FBI and see if, you know, 
we could have a meeting because I did not 
want to interfere, w^th their investigation 
and at the same tim'$, I didn’t want them 
interfering with my investigation. 

Well, subsequently, we were given, I re- 
ceived a call from Bob Knapp who is the 
agent in charge of ’the investigation and we 
set up a meeting It was a meeting, it wasn't 
an interview it was a meeting where L went 
there with my boss, and Jarrett wasn't 
present that^iay 

And he and I discussed what we were doing 
and at that time was when he mentioned to 
me about this informant having failed the 
polygraph 

So I went to them in an open manner to- 
say, listen. I'm looking at these people for 
drugs, for narcotic and money laundering' 
violations. 

Mr Marcone. Okay When you initially 
went to the FBI then, Jarrett was not there? 

Mr. Lemer. No. He was assigned to the case 
because he 

Mr. Marcone. Who did you meet with? 

Mr. Lemer. I met with Bob Knapp, Robert 
Knapp who was the agent in charge ‘of the 
case. 

Mr. Marcone. Okay. And how did he react 
to the information? You gave him obviously 
. information you had about Occhipinti? 

Mr. Lemer. Right. 

Mr. Marcone. What was hia initial reac- 
tion? 

Mr: Lemer. He was very open-minded.. He 
looked at it. and he said— I explained to him 
as I explained to you earlier about the gro- 
cery stores and how I've known that they 
conduct illegal activities for years because 
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of the economic situation, and he said he 
wasn’t from New York but. you know, he 
could understand it, etcetera. He was very 
open. 

He said, as a matter of fact, he asked me, 
he said do you want the transcripts of the 
trial. He says .you can take a look at them, 
and maybe that can help you. I said, and to 
this date, I’ye never seen the transcripts of 1 
the trial nor do I even know who exactly tes- 
tified in that trial, other than one or. two 
people that I’ve learned about subsequently, 
and one of them in particular related to this 
memo that this DEA agent wrote. 

And I want to state for the record, Robert 
Knapp .was a gentleman and, you know, he ; 
was very open about everything, and — : 

Mr. Marcone. He was unbiased. ‘ 

Mr, Lemer. Unbiased. 

Mr. Marcone. You got the impression that 
he was simply collecting information? 

Mr. Lemer. He was simply doing a case 
that he ’had been tasked to do and. nothing 
more and nothing less. 

Mr. Marcone. Okay. Now under what cir- 
cumstances* did- you speak with FBI Special 
Agent Jarrett? , 

Mr. Lemer. Shortly, I guess this was Janu- 
ary, when I found out 

Mr. Marcone. January of '93? 

Mr. Lemer. '93. 

Mr. Marcone. And what were the* cir- 
cumstances that you ended up speaking with 
him? 

Mr. Lemer. I called him to find out what 
exactly was going on with Detective Garrido 
and also to -tell him that I thought we were 
doing -a semi- a joint gentlemen’s investiga-:* 
tion. In other words, we were doing ours and 

he was doing his, but it was 

■ Mr. Marcone. Were you aware in January 
of: *93 that the FBI concluded its investiga- 
tion of the Occhipinti matter? 

Mr. Lemer. No, no. 

Mr. Marcone. So you were not aware that 
the investigation, had been completed? ' 

Mr. Lemer. I don’t think so. I remember 
when I did find out, it was because in the 
press they stated about the report, that they 
wouldn’t release the report. I don’t know 
when that was’ exactly 
Mr Marcone. It was December of '92. 

Mr Lemer. All right, so I may have been 
aware of it. ' . 

Mr Marcone. Okay now when you went 
with Jarrett? 

Mr Lemer. I called Jarrett. He asked me 
to go to the Eastern District. 

■ Mr Marcone. .Did you do that? 

Mr Lemer Yes, I went down there .basi- 
cally voluntarily 

Mr Marcone. And who did you -meet with? 

Mr Lemer. I met with Steve Jarrett and ington Heights area since 1982 on -patro&’and^^^ 
Valerie Caproni. the Assistant .who at that in narcotics -as well.* And .1 went b^kitjie'rp^ 


gitimate investigation Into the events that 
occurred during the riots and them being 
narcotics-related. ■ ' 

Mr. Marcone. At any time, did Special 
Agent Jarrett, at that meeting, pressure you 
in any way or try' to intimidate ■'you- by • 
threatening an LAD investigation to termi-* 
nate your Occhipinti investigation?.;:-. 

. Mr. Lemer. No. *v X 

Mr. Marcone. Or intimidate you .or press 
you not to press any further .with ■ the ', 
Occhipinti. matter? . • 

Mr. Lemer. As I said, he. never, he nor’ did - ■ 
Valerie Caproni say anything that we should •* 
cease the investigation. • *;*'. ' ... * - 

They did ask me if I was still' conducting * * 
.the investigation and at the time, we were in. - 
a lull because one of the main witnesses had * 
gotten killed. • 

. So I answered their questions and said — r ^ 
Mr. Marcone. One of, your main witnesses 
in the— investigation? * ..*_ ‘ ■*•*>. * 5 ; * • . 

Mr. Lemer. No, one. of the targets of- our 
original. I guess I’m*not allowed to talked >* 
about it.There was a reason- — V’ \*^£:.>V* 
Mr. Marcone. But. the murder of the wit- '* 
ness was not related to the Occhipinti case? - 
' Mr. Kwalasser. No. I thinkit was’ related 
.to an on-going investigation. * ■ * 

Mr. Marcone'. So you were at a lull at that ” 
point, ' - * 

Mr. Lemer. Yes, I explained to him* I - was’ 
atalull. . ... .**•/ 

Mr. Marcone. And did you explain, did you,:2. 
■tell them, when they asked you, did they ask'* £ 
you directly, are you still investigating- the:*' # 
Occhipinti case?. * * 

Mr. Lemer. No. They asked me.iri was .-i 
still investigating the Seacrest case.': y? 

. Mr. MARCONE. Okay, but afany ppinCdid,:^ 
either Jarrett or Caproni ever ' mention 
. Occhipinti at that meeting in Jan'uaiy’?tA^';^ks 
* Mr. Lemer. Yes. They asked me f .i;thinfcu#' 
. they asked .me if I knew Occhipinti; :A$: !aj‘1g; 
matter of fact, they made some'.commentsi:*^. 
about .Occhipinti during, just at the/entf.of‘r» 
the interview . * \ 

Mr. Marcone. What kind of comments* dfd-^ 
they make about Occhipinti?.* * .* . 3 
' Mr Lemer. Very derogatory conmientsSSi|gf 
At one point, towards the end, my' attoci^ 
ney,.my SBA, Sergeant’s Benevolent!. Asso^Sr 
ciation Union Attorney' who was' present:’#! 

~ /"i ai : ▼ 


know, have you been up to the Heights, v have* - ! & 
you ever been up there to look around* ;andj?£ 
about the economic situation 
So my lawyer turned and said, welL I guessi^ ' 
you can see, plus I’ve worked* in the.-Wash'-rSv 


time was handling the case 
■ Mr Marcone. Who is Ms. Caproni? Was she 
with the U.S. Attorney’s office? 

Mr Lemer. She was with the U S. Attor- 
ney's office in the Eastern District. 

Mr. Marcone. And at' that meeting, did 
you discuss the Occhipinti case? 

Mr. Lemer. Yes. We discussed, I gave them 
the background. Initially. I- thought ■ there 
was some sort of misunderstanding. I said, 
obviously there’s got to be a misunderstand- 


as a sergeant when.I got promoted in June:]] 
1992 and then was reassigned after that: bal^ 
to the DEA ta do this investigation.; 

But, so my lawyer turned to them 'and: §air 
well, I guess you can see, Sgt. -Lemer is. .vex 
well versed in the narcotics goings, 
the Washington Heights-- area, \andj|tft$ 
Jarrett turned around and said, no^ hg’gg 1 
Our number one expert is OcchipintL.v$§fc 

So then she turned around and.! 
the number one expert -that hasn:t.!1 


le ing because we're on the same side, at least dieted, you know, so to me, I took. 'offer 
-* I thought we were on the same side. . 'that. ' . " ■' *?Jsas! 

it And at that, you know, and I started, I We were there as professionalb;j 3 pij 
gave them a review of the*, case. In other one. Number two, I was there v.Qlunt^xl 
words, I told them how we were formed. Mr. Marcone. Did you construei'ih^^ 

. They told me that they thought we were ment by Caproni as trying to 
acting on our own and I .explained to them, ‘ not to, to lay off the Occhipinti; Jnyr ‘ 
I said, no, you. know, I said Mr. Bryden. and . tion? * ■ 

we were put together by the Commissioner Did the impression that you get!Jwu 
and we were sanctioned by the Commis** you continue to press, that theses 
si oner, at the time. Lee Brown.* ■ not be cooperative - and', that.* the; 

I said we don’t just walk into the DEA and cause problems for you? 
set up shop. I said this was, and this was a ie- ’ Mr. Lemer. Oh, definitely, definitely! 
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Mr. ‘Marcone. That was the Impression 
that you got personally? 

Mr. LEMER. Definitely. My personal im- 
pression was that they were going to make 1 
my life as miserable as possible If r kept 
pushing with this issue. 

And, you know, and the idea was that hav- 
ing;, you know, they, from the questions that 
they gave me, it became apparent to me that 
they thought that I had something to do 
with Mr. Molinari or that I was doing his— - 
they had a copy of the original report' in 
their hand. 

Mr. Marcone. The 1992 report? 

Mr. Lemer. July 10 th* 1992, in which Detec- 
tive Garrido had delineated all those allega- 
tions. They had a copy that was unsigned 
and they kept asking questions about it* and 
I gave them the explanation. 

So the fact that they had an unsigned copy, 
meant, you know, I realized that they had 
gotten that from the Southern District be- 
cause the only person I knew who had that 
unsigned copy or was given an unsigned copy 
was Otto Obbermeier, who was the U.S. At- 
torney for .the district, and he was- given a 
copy of it by Bob Bryden who was the SAC, 
you know, so he could see what was going on. 

Mr. Marconb. Did Special Agent Jarrett. 
either at that meeting or any other meetings 
you might have had with him or conversa- 
tions that you had with. him. make any de- 
rogatory statements about either * Mr. 
Occhipinti or Mr. Molinari? 

Mr. Lemer. He didn’t make any derogatory 
about Mr. Molinari. Occhipinti, as I said, it 
became evident to me, I’m trying to think if 
I recall any other statements. That was the 
first meeting. 

I had a second meeting and some things 
came up again. Caproni was saying some- 
thing about how, you know, Occhipinti was- a 
liar and how she had such disgust for— she 
even mentioned some cops who would knock 
down doors Illegally, etcetera, etcetera, 
which I found, number one. quite unpro- 
fessional. and number two,' I was taken 
aback, because I said, I was there to explain. 
I thought there was a perfect explanation, 
and once they realized that th is was 

Apparently, '"they thought that this was 
something that was- not sanctioned and that 
’ we had been formed to get Joe Occhipinti out 
of jail at the time, or to create some sort of 
evidence that would show that Occhipinti 
was in fact framed \ 

And I explained it to them that that was 
not the case But they didn’t want to hear it. 

Let me put it to you this way Probably 
the most succinct way that I can do it. and 
that Is as an investigator having done many 
hundreds of investigations, I know that when 
I and other prosecutors, you gather facts, 
okay You gather facts and the idea being 
that sometimes the facts are going to be 
good for your case ’and sometimes they’re 
going to be bad for your case 

■It became evident to me that what they 
were doing in this thing was that they had a 
predetermined theory or let’s say a puzzle all 
right, that they were filling in. and whatever 
I said to them that didn't fit their puzzle, 
they just disregarded. 

In other words, when I was giving them all 
this information, I could look— they could 
care less, they were.n’t even taking notes 
half the time. 

Mr Marcone. When you mentioned things 
that could be construed as exculpatory for 
Occhipinti, they did not take notes? 

Mr Lemer. Well, exculpatory for us, for 
me. in the sense of that validated our inves- 
tigation and therefore whatever we had come 
’up with. It became evident that they didn’t 
want to- hear whatever facts, and there were 
facts. * 

As a matter of fact, at one point, I had' 
mentioned to then) that there was some evi- 


dence about — I looked. at that July 10th re- ■ either relates to why they ar en ’t.iqoklng- afr^- w -‘‘ 
{JPJJ on tbe whole. As 1 said, there were it. Why is. that Capronia and Jarrett heveiL-.Yi-l'. ... 

many allegations about many different peo- ‘looked at that company? * -;' r . - 

pie and companies that were Involved in file- * Mr; Marcone. Right,- \ < *‘rr • ’ •** \ - ' . 
gal activity. ‘ " Mr, .Lemer. I asked that ‘ question, i ** 

And as I said, if nine out of ten- allegations, mean .. ." ■■ • ’—v. . . 

are fact-founded, one would surmise that the Mr. Marcone. -What did they sa'y?^^,W^^>* : r ' 

tenth is also founded, okay . 'Mr. Lemer. No, I ask that Question. I .nevei*;^ ' *•*. 

However, when I told them about one par- asked them. - v - - r . •** 
ticular case, a part of that report, where an I got a call from- an PBI ‘agent ; ■ 

allegation I found to be totally correct, and Seacrest who told me it was the best caw-beV^u ' 
it had been substantiated by; the fact that ever saw .cross his desk, asking if, he'- couldy-’ 1 ' V 
DBA in Bogota had executed search warrants see my file. * . ■ - 1 ^ 

on Columbian money laundered and come up I got permission from DBA W- show^ it 'to-^ ~ * 


with hard evidence, paper work that related- him. The next thing you know; he nevert^S 


back to this company, I explained that to called me again. He disappeared off the feceMc^ : -' . 
them. of the earth. ■ -* *"■. >» ' t k ; ;\i ■. • 

They looked at me like I might as well.- Mr. Marcone. For the record, Tm ? 

have been talking to the wall. And I said to the fact that there is an on-going investf : v 
them, I said, geez, they continued as If this tion of Seacrest. I’m also aware of the fact* , - 

hadn’t been documented. Apparently, they that there have been several investigations- >“ ' 
couldn’t find the file. They asked me if there at several levels that we terminated, and nw;-/V. ‘ ■ - 
was a file on this case. I said there was. purpose here today is not Seacrest. I may ' 

And they told me they couldn’t ff nd it. And in the future, but I’m here on Occhipinti and ■ v’- ■ * 

I said, why didn’t you just ask me? I had no I’d like to focus in on that. ■ 
problem showing it to them. I understand "what you’re • 

As a matter of fact, after the second meet- Seacrest. . . r •! 

ing, I made arrangements -with Steve Jarrett Were you. subsequent to your January ' * 93 '* * . * 
and did show him the file with the LAB lieu- . meeting with Special Agent Jarrett and At*. ; V£V. : 

torney Caproni, since that time, have -you. AV-O . 
ever had any discussions .or meetings **>-•* 

anyone from the U.S. Attorney's cfflceC.el^rO‘: 
ther of .the Southern District or the Easttam^;- 
District, regarding Occhipinti?.. \ .. 

Mr. Lemer. I believe, r have it- 
down too, later on in ’93, I was catted' ind«~;v*V^ 


tenant as well as showed him in the com- 
puter system where the date of the entries, 
so that he would know that the date of the 
entries were back in September- of *92, be- 
cause I said to him that I didn’t want him to 
think that I back-dated any kind of report; 
all right. 


So it became evident to me that, I thought ’ asked to go back down to the- Eastern. Dla^- ; r:y/ r ? . 
when I- gave them this. concrete evidence; trict. ‘ 

that they would say, my question was, Mr. Marcone. Who called you?' ’■* “ V. ..y 

you're the FBI, there’s a case here that begs Mr. Lembr. Steve- Jarrett catted* md, • 

to be „ :* • agent- . - 

Mr. Marcone. When you say concrete evU Mr. Marconb. And this was .. 

dence, concrete evidence of- what? 1 Occhipinti? . . ** 

Mr. Lemer. That this particular- company. Mr. Lembr. Regarding the whole situation; i l- 7. ‘ * 
was involved in money laundering due to the . and there was. a new U.S. Attorney assigned;- *'* * 
fact that this information had' come out of to the case. Faith Gaye was her nam e. ■*’ 

Bogota, Colombia. “ And let me see, 1 have— - **• ’ 

Mr Marcone. You did not give them any Mr. Marcone. Did you actually go down to 'Mv. V * 

concrete evidence relative to Occhipinti? the Eastern District and meet with rtwm? — plftT;-’ * 

Mr LEMER.No.no ’ . Mr. Lembr. Yes. I went .'down, there ‘aro^ii.Y . 

W Marcone. What you had on Occhipinti met with Faith * Gaye . and; Stave 
was basically- hearsay? ■ again. . g/\ 

Mr Lemer. Correct. . Mr Marcone. What -was the' nature *’o£*j?? i V ” 

Mr Marcone. But the hearsay, could have- the— what was discussed at the- meeting reW-‘-V : '' 
been enough— In other words. let’s say you’re ative to Occhipinti? ** * N 7 

conducting an investigation Mr Lemer. Weil, they wanted to know; oner’ 


conducting an investigation 
Let me ask you a-hypotheticaL 
What if you superior said, I want you to go 
in an investigate whether or not .there was a 
conspiracy to indict Occhipinti 
You start Investigating and you come back, 
and say well, I have four or live witnesses 
who have hearsay evidence, but would that 
be enough for you to investigate further, or 
would they say shut it down; you don’t have 
enough? 

Mr Lemer. Well, if you have four or Qve 
witnesses who independently are telling .you 
that something’s going on, one would con- 
tinue I mean, you’d be remiss if ydti walked 
away ' 

Mr Marcone. All right. A question here 
about the U.S. Attorney’s office. * 

Mr Lemer^ Well, if X could just mention 
one thing? . ' . 

. Mr Marcone. Okay, good. 

* Mr Lemer. I asked, regarding thLa particu- 
lar company that was the subject of a big 
party of it. X wondered, why the- FBI wasn’t 


of the things that came up was, Jarrett had : 
said that, asked me if I had, you know, since "* 1 '• ■ 

I had spoken to him last, if I had met with. 
or met either Molinari or Occhipinti- \ “l- 
■ So my answer to that was that. yea*. I had^ v ' *!*■ 

And so then they asked me— okay, hold* on A L 
a second — r ... . /£ 7;.; , ' 

(Pause) I’m looking at soma notes^.My./;. 1 ;-' 
date was wrong, on the first meeting' It’s ac- ’ 
tually March 3rd of .*93- that I- met* with', ^ 
Caproni and Jarrett for the first 
Mr Marconb. Okay- So this Is a good three.' v '- ; -’ - “ 
months after they had issued their final; rev ‘ ^ *’ 
port? * ■ .« ; 

Mr Lemer. Right. ** ’ ; 'T.; . 

Mr Marcone. When did this second mwfeVl-’-.- ' 
ing take place? . . . 

> Mr Lemer. August 23rd. . . • - * 

Mr. marcone. Of ’93? * *r,; \ 

Mr Lemer; Of ’93— excuse me-r S&'correctY • ' 

. .Mr Marcone. Of ’93, * ' ; , i -V. . .* ' 

And at that point, they asked'you, ' - 

tions about whether or- not you had mef.with ’ .. 

'UAWnn.l /m., 4 IO T * ' *' v ‘ •' V ’ , ‘ - . f 


investigating iti It seemed, like to me it -was. . Molinari and Occhipiqti? ; . , ,7- ; Y 

tnilny’ ninAfl for an VPT {rmfloHffofJrm *■ i(/r» t mfnn t> -i . *r.- ,k '-'-'' "’-V -.7 ■ ’ ■’ 


tailor made for an FBI InvestigatloiL. * ... 1 * * * “ Mr. Lemer, Right*- - ^ ' ^ : * v 

Mr. KwALARfiER. I think we’re touching on Mr, Marconb. What else dfd. they:ask 
something that we probably should not real- Mr. Lemer. Well, they asked me whether . 

*?J°* - , , was still investigating the case or ’ 

Mr. Marcone. Is that -because of the on- told them, no, that at that 
going investigation of Seacrest? * ■ Mr; Marconb; Whether or not you - - - ■ 

Mr. Lemer. Well, this is something about, \ vestigating the Occhipinti case?’! • . * 

you know. I guess you could say that, that * Mr. Lembr. No, Seacrest, - ’* 


•- yi v 
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'Mr. - Marcone. Did they ever mention 
’ Occhipinti? 

Mr. Lemer. No, no. They never actually 
came out and said that they thought I was 
investigating Occhipinti. 

, Mr. Marcone. At the August ’93 meeting, 
.did they mention Occhipinti at all? 

**■ ; Mr. Lemer. Yes. They asked me, they 
’ asked me if I met with them, and X said that 
1 met him at a foundation, Michael Buczek 
. Foundation dinner, which was in early May. 
When I told them, then Jarrett said, oh, you 
mean the Joseph -.Occhipinti legal defense 
fund? 

" And X said, no, I- don't mean that.- 1 said," I 
. know exactly what I mean. I said I was intro- - 
■ duced to Joseph Occhipinti at the Michael 
Buczek Foundation dinner. He was there and 
so was Mrs. Molinari. I met both of them. 

So then he says, well, * the Joseph 
Occhipinti Fund Dinner was maybe like a 

week later. And I said, no, I was 

And he says, did you attend that? 

I said, no. X- didn’t, you know, but every- 
thing was, you know, as if I was in bed with 

' Joe Occhipinti, you know, and 

. 'Mr. Marcone. In terms of. when the con- 
. versation -turned to the Occhipinti matter, . 
did you feel that they were, that Jarrett was 
being coercive or intimidating to you rel- 
•ative to that particular matter? 

;■ Mr. Lemer. Yes, oh, yes. 

He was 

• Mr. Marcone. Was he hostile? 

'Mr. Lemer. Not really. He’s not that type. 

. He was just, you know, he wasn’t hostile, 
you know, he just asked me— the way he put 
it.* making comments. You made a comment 
-at the first meeting about -the riots when I 
had said that I was assigned to investigate- 
the thing about the riots, he says, oh, he was 
trying to pinpoint the date, he said, oh, was - 
'/that the day the Lieutenant threw the guy 
■‘off the roof? 

And I looked at him and said, what are you 
.talking about? I said it was, you know, as a 
matter of fact, you know, it was made clear 
that that wasn’t the case in that particular 
instance, and as a matter of fact, the FBI 
was the one they rappelled off the roof be- 
cause Bob Knapp told me that* when I first 
met him. I mean, Bob Knap was a gen- 
tleman. V 

You know, so when he made tnkt comment 
to me. it became obvious that' they -were ■ 
being hostile. That was when we sat down. 
So I said, obviously, you know, this is not a 
meeting of fellow . professionals, that’s for 
sure. 

Mr. Marcone. What else did they ask you 
at the August 1993 meeting about Occhipinti, 
other than whether or not you had met with 
Occhipinti and Molinari, did they ask you 
any other questions? 

. Did they ask you if you were still inves- 
tigating the Occhipinti case? 

Mr. Lemer. They asked me if my group, if 
I still had my group, and I told them no, that 
my group had been disbanded. 

So they said you’re doing regular work 
now? 

I said, yes, I’m assigned to the DEA task 
force in a regular group doing regular nar- 
cotics cases. 

Mr, Marcone. Okay. Did they say anything 
further about the Occhipinti ease at that 
meeting? 

Mr. Lemer. About the Occhipinti case? 

’ Mr. Marcone. Yes. 

Mr. Lemer, They just went over some 
things about how my group was formed and 
all that, and then they asked me, I said to 
them that, you know, Lee Brown had sanc- 
tioned it, that then Commissioner Ray Kelly 
was the first Deputy at that time, and then 
the U.S. Attorney said well. I should put you 


And I said, whatever, that’s your preroga- 
tive, whatovor you wish. 

I was trying to explain to them that this 
was, you know, that we were doing a leglti- - 
mate investigation and we weren't there, we 
were not there * to investigate Joseph 
Occhipinti as to whether or not he was clean 
or not. That was not our function, and that’s 
not what we did. 

You know, if something had come up, and 
X told him that, if something had come up 
that showed any kind of exculpatory type of 
factual evidence, we would have, you know, . 
done something or we would have passed it 
along, but that was not our objective, and It 
definitely wasn’t our mission. 

Mr. Marcone. I only have two more ques- 
tions. This question has to do with the Fed- 
eration of Dominican Businessmen and In- 
dustrialists. . 

In the course of your work with the task 
force, have you .ever come across credible 
evidence that key members of the Federa-. 
tion— and by key members, I would* mean* 
Board members— were involved in drug dis- 
tribution and money laundering? 

.-Mr. Lemer. In December of *92, I inter- 
viewed a defendant, okay, who was cooperat- 
ing who was a past president of the Federa- 
tion of Dominican Businessmen and Industri- 
alists. 

At that time, he was out' on' the street 
wearing an ankle bracelet and he was going 
to become a witness for the. prosecution in a 
major drug case. • : 

At that time, I asked him about Seacrest 
Trading. I asked him about the Federation 
and what they-, did, et cetera. He 'had- said 
that he was a past president, that he wasn't 
involved any longer, et cetera. 

I never specifically asked him about the 
Federation. I did basically ask him whether 
or not they were legitimate, okay. And he 
said that he wasn’t -involved with them any 
longer, that he’d had some sort of a falling 
out— well, it seemed to point, substantiated 
that one of the original companies That I was 
investigating in the original report- was in 
fact loan sharking. And he explained to' me 
precisely how they went about it. 

And at that point, I couldn’t speak to him 
any longer because he hadn’t signed a co- 
operation agreement and the U.S. Attorney 
said she didn’t want to get into a position 
where he would later on not sign the agree- 
ment but yet go to the judge and say, I did 
this and I did this. 

So we held off and two weeks later, he was 
shot and killed in front of his office. 

Mr. Marcone. Okay. Are you saying that, 
yes, you did have evidence, credible evidence 
that members of the Federation were in- 
volved in 

Mr. Lemer. Well, no, I didn’t. He never 
came out specifically and said it, but I was 
going to leave that for another time and 
there was no other time. 

Mr. Marcone. Did you ever indict— were 
indictments ever handed down against any 
Federation members? 

Mr. Lemer. No, there weren’t. 

Mr. Marcone. Did you ever come across 
any evidence that any of the complainants in 
the Occhipinti case were engaged in illegal 
activity? 

I’ll give you one specific name and maybe 
make it easier. 

Did you ever come across any credible evi- 
dence. or are you aware of any indictments 
that were made against one Jose Liberato? 

Mr. LEMER. No. No, there were none.- 

Mr. Marcone. Nover indicted? 

Mr. Lemer. No, he was never indicted. A 
close family member was for narcotics and I 
believe it was narcotics. I don’t think it was 
money laundering. It was definitely narcot- 
ics. His brother was and his other brother ap- 


Mr. Marcone. Have you ever apoi Yin toxuSI 
law enforcement officials at any lwinelSi 
believed or told you that they had 
that there was in fact a conspIrac^bSSEHa 
Dominican drug cartel . to I ramaSSSi 
Occhipinti? 

Mr. Lemer. I spoke to one bEA agehSSa 
provided me verbally with informat 
.in 1991, he became, aware that the Son twa 
District of New York* while conducting thSa 
grand jury investigation; had a witnesses 
. tify, who had In fact perjured himself, anJte? 
that end, he notified them having been*a3fS 
particular incident, he- was in prison whetO£= 
was alleged . that Occhipinti had searobeSS 
both the -person’s store, this guy ■ Richards 
Knipping, or Nipping, Richard's store anihitl 
home. y~ 

.And the DEA agent said when he 

Mr. Marcone. Was xhe DEA agent’s names 
John Dowd? ‘ * 

Mr, Lemer. Yes. ' 

Mr. Marcone. Okay. * . 

Mr. Lemer. Yes. When he was present-aS 
the Southern District and he read the indict^ 
mens, this post-indictment, he saw these two" 
counts which related to this particular dau£ 
and these particular events, he told the twoi 
investigators that that did not in fact occurs 

And they apparently said to him that, how" 
* did he know,' he wasn’t there. — *5 

, He then informed them that he was in fact- 
there along with an IRS agent as well, and! 
that not only had they received permission.-; 
to search the individual’s store and that: 
they hadn’t searched the individual’s apart- 
ment because he had invited them to get his * 
passport and at no" time had they searched - 
his apartment. 

Their answer to him was, well, are you-; 
sure you were there. 

He said did something happen in the eleva- ' 
tor,- and the agent, 'John Dowd, said/ yes, 
there was some powder, on the floor, soap 
powder, and I made the comment that, Geez. 
look at the building you live in, there’s even 
stuff on the floor. And they all chuckled 
about it. : 

And then they responded, oh,* you were 
there, in total amazement, and so he said, - 
yes. He said, and none of this is true. 

Mr. Marcone. As far as you know, were the 
charges against Mr. Knipping dropped, the 
charges -that than particular part of the in- 
dictment, was that subsequently dropped? 

Mr. Lemer. Those two counts of the indict- 
ment were dropped and .John Dowd to this 
date, asked me, he said, if they were dropped, 
number one, why wasn’t he charged with per- 
jury? It’s obvious he lied to the grand jury. 

And number two, was anybody informed 
about this? Dowd kept saying he expected 
somebody to call him because he had gone on 
a couple of these tilings with them and he re- 
alized that if this one individual had per- 
jured himself, and nobody had bothered to 
check, you know, as a matter of fact, John 
Dowd mentioned to me that he had said to 
the two investigators, why don’t you check 
with the people who are present at these 
■ things. 

And they said, their answer to him was 
something*to the effect well, you know the 
blue wall of silence we get. We can’t count 
on that. 

Mr. Marcone. How long have you been a 
law enforcement officer? 

Mr. Lemer. Twelve and a half years. 

Mr. Marcone. Prior to Mr. Occhipinti’s in- 
dictment. were you over aware of an instance 
where a law enforcement officer was indicted 
and tried on charges related to illegal search 
and seizure? 

Mr. Lemer. No. As a matter of fact, it’s my 
understanding: that this is the first law en- 
forcement officer ever brought up on tho.:e 


y? it 
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8 * LEMER Right 

7 MARCONE. Okay that should be re- 

■your, experience, how normally is a- 
.^rcna rge of illegal search handled 9 ; 
iSSIs. it handled ■ administratively, and' within . 
2pfig;.New-York- City Police Department,- how 
remould they if they had evidence that an.offi- * 
^Srer/'bad illegally obtained information in a 
r^& arch,’ 'how Is that normally handled, in 

^Sy our experience? * . ,:- 

~=:Mr.: KWALASSER. Well, I don't - think -Sgtl - 
—Lemer's in a position to answer that. . 
v^^ Mr-:MARCONB. Well. I’ll withdraw that.;,.,.,.. 
Trrc£ J -kave -a Question about this— have - 'you. 

contacted by a superior or any official 
7 Jfrfio told you not to cooperate with this par- 
‘■.^fci&ular Congressional investigation? 

■■7;.; Mr LEMER, NO. * • 

— "Mr Marcone. No. Okay 
: vri:*;The only other question I have is have you 
* l :.eyer been involved in' an instance where you 
-V; worked 'closely' with the U.S. Attorney's of- 
•fice on an indictment of an individual? 

■ .-Mr,- Lemer.- Yes. In the course of my nor- 
.* mai‘ business, I normally either work closely 
.with' a U.S. “Attorney, an Assistant U.S. At- 
torney or a district attorney ; - 

.* 7 yMr. Marcone. And is it your experience -in 
investigations, of illegal activity by an indi- 
•• vidual that it is standard practice,. before an 
- indictment .'is hknded down, for the- U.S; At- 
torney’s office to interview all- potential wit* 

* nesses who may have actually witnessed an ' 
'illegal act? ‘ . v'* * 

In other words, let me pose a hypothetical. 
Let’s say you’re investigating someone. for 
.•dealing drugs and this ‘person has dealt drugs 
on. 20 different occasions... . .• * . . . , .» * 7 


Wbuld it be standard procedure for the U S ' 
Attorney’s office/ in your experience, for 
them to interview any witnesses that they 
are made aware of, prior to the indictment;* 
that ‘may have witnessed -the individual per-' 
forming the illegal act? 

* Mr Lemer* Yes, that's standard procedure * 
•Mr. Marcone They would interview every ; 
witness that they, were aware of 9 “V *. 

Mr Kwalasser. .Now' you’re asking Sgf! 
Lemer in his own experience ;-* 

Mr Lemer. I can only say that I would . 
interview . . 

’•Mr marcone. But you would consider, that 

to be good law enforcement?* ■ “ 

Mr LEMER, Yes. 

As an investigator; I would interview...e"v- ;* 
erybody that I felt had information 
Mr Marcone. And according to DEA 'Agent 
Dowd, that was not done in- the Occhipinti 
case?' . - * * * * ’ * . 

* -Mr Lemer. No.. According to John Dowd. * 
as a matter of fact, he made mention of.it to 
me specifically that he made mention of it ■ 
to 'them, -that- that hadn’t been done obvi*. 
ously in-this v case.* . ■ * * ** ':*: ** — . : 

.Mr. Marcone. That law enforcement offi- . 
cers who accompanied ‘ -Mrr .Occhipinti- on 
many. of these searches in question,' that-* 
were direct eye witnesses to the incident, 
were never interviewed by the U.S. Attor-. 
ney’s office? * - ’■ *■ . 

Mr. Lemer. That is correct.' • . ■ ; \ .. ..% . 

.■ Mr. -M arcone. Okay; At this, point; this is~- 
ail the questions I have. Okay?;..-*/ *•■.■ ~‘7v 

■ Mr. Lemer. Okay. . . . ... *•’ * ■%;• *■*. * • 

■ Mr. Marcone; All right. I appreciate ‘your •' 
time, and iike I said. I will make a transcript . 
of this entire interview, and X will send both - 
you and Sgt. Kawlasser a draft of it; and ask • 

. you to make- any, corrections, and;to-Jook at/. ; 


It before we actually' make'it a final copy of 
the transcript * ; *■-■■■■ - .-** 7 ;; . . 

Mr Lemer. Okay fine . * - . : 

Mr Kwalasser. Is this going to be edited 
into the record 9 ‘ ‘ "■ " *7 \ 

Mr * Marcone. We don’t know yet Cer 
t&inly we’d like to take a look at‘the fcratr“ 
script and I. would say. that, there’s a. good * 
chance that, we might insert this, into .-the . 
Congressional Record - , * • 

Mr Lemer. Mr Marcone; I "just want to f 
make it clear that we were in fact not inves* ' 
tigating Occhipinti. •• ■ . .v~ :■ ■ « .*• •• •; . - . 

.- Mr Marcone. Right. - *.\- -.'*.; v.; 

Mr Lemer, And so, and we never came up" 
with any concrete information or evidence- '• 
■that he was in fact framed. Just .that, you.-' 
know, through different sources- who now. a . . 
lot of them are not available, and then' all ' 
the other instances, as I’ve ‘delineated them ‘ . 

toyau.. . - ... *- 

•Mr.. Marcone.- But from what -I gather, -- 
.from what you've told me today, that- in the*_ j 
course of your* investigation, ;whlch had . 
nothing to do with the Occhipinti case, some' ; 
of* the people you spoke* to - voluntarily' of- * 
fered information’ concerning: the Occhipinti 
case and the. information . they offered . me.- ■ 
was. hearsay evidence, but ‘nonetheless, they * 
voluntarily came forward' with evidence and ' 
information that Occmcinti may -have been / 
the .victim of $1 Dominican drug- cartel con* . 

; spiracy? .. 

.*-: Is that correct?-,* >/■■'£•*/. /•-■-"• 

. .Mr; Lemer. That is correct, yes. : * : ** 7 . 

. Mr. Marcone. Okay, that’s all I have/*-' :• y 
; Thank you very much.’ ' *” r “ 7“ " . 

- ' -Mr. LEMER. Okay, Mr/Marcohe. "-'* 7 •**.; 

; ■ (Whereupon, the interview with Mr. Lemer..- 
• was concluded.) ' * ■ : **' 7 7"; r ; ; ;:|v 
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for the national benefits package in the Clin- 
ton plan. 

Langlais said he also worries that health 
maintenance organizations and health Diana 
will still find ways to discourage utilimion 
’ toy low-income families with many medical 
and social problems. 

Several Community Clinic patients cov- 
ered by medicaid switched earlier this year 
to an HMO that handles Medicaid patients. 
N ° w want to' switch back to Commu- 
nity Clinic, according to administrator Mi- 
chael J. Mercurio of the Silver Spring facil- 

thft’ MMn CUrl ° ^ eca i led a situation in which 
the HMO wasn t able to set up an appoint- 
ment for a child with fever for two days. The 
mother brought the child to Community 
Clinic. But the HMO refused to authorize 
treatment. So the mother paid Community 

Hr sma H out-of-pocket fee for seeing 
the child. 

The future of clinics such as Langlais’s 
under the new system is uncertain. “We have 
the expertise to handle this population, mak- 
ing sure there’s follow-up, that people get to 
their doctor, that we get back the results of 
tests. But will the health alliances incor- 
porate us in the mix? I don’t know." 

There is also the larger question of wheth- 
er health reform automatically will trans- 
late into better care for the poor. In theory 
it should. 

But the General Accounting Office re- 
ported in 1991 that there was “little evidence 
that Medicaid coverage alone can Improve 
the rates of early prenatal care utilization." 
It cited a study in Tennessee that found “no 
concomitant improvements in the use of 
early prenatal care, birth weight, or 
neonatal outcomes" following the expansion 
of Medicaid coverage in the 1930s.- * 

According to Dois Moore, president and 
chief executive officer of the Harris County 
hospital district in Houston, 30 percent of 
the women whose babies are delivered at the 
hospitals she runs have had no prenatal 
care— even though most have Medicaid or 
would be eligible for it. 

Daniel H. Hawkins Jr., research director at 
the National Association of Community 
Health Centers, said that outreach services 
and health facilities where the poor need 
them did not keep pace with the expansion of 
Medicaid eligibility in the 1980s. 

“We brought them [new Medicaid enroll- 
ees] into the system without changing that 
system. We got them past the financial bar- 
rier; now we’ve got to tackle the more com- 
plicated problem: How can we provide care 
without the financing eating us for lunch?" 
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the fiscal.year 1994 levels, for the countries of 
Israel and. Egypt. ■ 

• Under this initiative, development assistance 
will be available to those countries which are 
engaged In bilateral or multilateral discussions 
or negotiations which promote the peace proc- 
ess' in . the Middle East region. Development 
assistance will aiso .be made available to orga- 
nizations or communities in the West Bank 
and. Gaza which are engaged in the, peace 
process. 

In fiscal year 1994, the United States is pro- 
viding a total of $36.5 million in development 
assistance to the Middle East region. How- 
ever, the United States provides a total of S3.1 
billion in military assistanceto the region, plus 
an additional ;$2.03 billion in economic assist- 
ance— much of which is used for military 
spending. 

Clearly, the United States will need to in- 
crease its commitment to economic and politi- 
cal development in the Middle East as the 
peace process continues in the next several 
months. Every country in the Middle East, in- 
cluding Israel and Egypt, will be eligible for 
funds from this Initiative so long as they are 
engaged in the peace process. This legislation 
simply transfers foreign assistance funds from 
two Middle East accounts to another Middle 
East account in order to provide necessary 
development assistance funds to people in the 
region. 

I ask Members to cosponsor the Middle 
East Peace and Development Act of 1994, 
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INTRODUCTION OP THE MIDDLE 
EAST PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT 
ACT OF 1994 

HON. TIMOTHY J. PENNY 

OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday , February <?, 1994 

Mr. PENNY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in- 
troduce legislation which would require the 
President of the United States to direct the es- 
tablishment of a Middle East Development Ini- 
tiative [MEDI] to provide development assist- 
ance to the people of the Middle East for the 
purpose of promoting the peace process in 
that region. 

, This legislation authorizes $260 million per 
year for the next '3 years for the MEDI. This 
bill Includes a pay-as-you-go provision to pay ’ 
for the MEDI— a provision reducing United 
States foreign assistance by 5 percent, from 


Tuesday, February 8,1994 ; y- 

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, as part of 
my continuing efforts to bring to .light all the 
facts in the' case of former Immigration and 
Naturalization Service agent Joseph 
Occhipinti, ! submit into the Record additional 
key evidence in this case. 

Affidavit — State of New York, County of 
Richmond 

Hector Rodriguez, being* duly sworn de- 
poses and says: 

1. My true and correct name Is Hector 
Rodriquez and I.am a resident of the State of 
New Jersey. 

2. On January 24, 1992, I executed a seven 
page affidavit outlining undercover work I 
performed on behalf of former Immigration 
Officer Joseph Occhipinti. On October 18, 
1991, Officer Occhipinti was unjustly con- 
victed for civil rights violations based upon 
perjurious testimony by several Dominican 
merchants, who were portrayed as law abid- 
ing. My investigation clearly showed that 
the majority of the complainants are crimi- 
nals, continually Involved in various crimes, 
such as drugs, loan sharking, gambling ac- 
tivity, among others. 

3. I have conducted additional undercover 
work since my last affidavit which is de- 
scribed below. 

SUPERSTAR RESTAURANT 
A. On January 25, 1992, I did undercover 
work at the “Superstar Restaurant" located 
at HM9 St. Nicholas Avenue, New York, New 
York, l wanted to know if drug trafficking 
activity was taking place at the restaurant 
because at Officer Occhipinti’s trial, employ- 


ees from Superstar testified that the res- ‘ 
taurant waa not a know drug location. My 
investigation has clearly proven that testi- 
mony to be false since the Superstar Res- 
taurant is frequented and used by many drug 
bosses from the San Francisco De Macoris 
Drug Cartel. Additionally, it’s employees 
participate in many of it’s drug activities in 
public view. The basis of this belief are as 
follows: 

B. On January 25. 1992 one of my relatives 
and I went to the Superstar Restaurant and 
overheard a conversation between a known 
drug boss from San Francisco DeMacoris 
called “Rafi". Participating in the drug con- • 
versation was the- day manager of Superstar 
called Pasqual. I also heard him being called 
“Jose." The conversation was drug related 
and was tape recorded by myself. 

C. On January 25, 1992, my relative- and I 
returned to the Superstar Restaurant. We 
met a known drug boss from San Francisco 
De Macoris. I will not identify this drug boss 
at this time for security reasons. I told the' 
drug boss and Jose we were interested in - 
buying a kilo of cocaine and had a price 
quote of $22.00 per gram. The drug boss said 
he could sell a kilogram of cocaine for $21,500 
per kilo. Present during the conversation 
waa “Jose", the night manager from the Su- 
perstar Restaurant. I told the drug boss I 
would talk to my people about the deal. He 
gave me his beeper number and told me to 
call him on January 26, 1992. In the res- 
taurant there were other drug deals taking 
place. In fact, I saw a couple of it’s cus- 
tomers snorting the cocaine right in the res- 
taurant. This conversation was tape re- 
corded. (Exhibit "A") 

D. On January 28, 1992, about 8:00 PM., I 

returned to Superstar Restaurant and met ’* 
with Jose the manager and the drug boss; I 
was given the sample package of cocaine 
from the drug boss, who confirmed that he 
had ready for sale one kilogram of cocaine : 
for $21,500. 1 immediately turned over the co- 
caine sample to Inside Edition, who turned 
the cocaine over to the police as evidence. *• 
The conversation was monitored and videoed - 
by Inside Edition;' - g 

. E. It is apparent to .me that Superstar Res-‘ v 
taurant is a known drug location, where drug ‘ 
deals are made on a daily basis. Also, it’s 
employees are active participants in it’s 
drug dealing activities. Therefore, if these 
four witnesses testified to the contrary, they 
perjured themselves. 

CRUCEY GROCERY 

A. On January 28, 1992, I went to the 
Crucey Grocery and was introduced to 
Altagracia Crucey. ‘Inside the Bodega were 
Freddy and Guandole, who is discussed in my 
first affidavit. We began to talk about the 
planned drug sale in the presence of 
Altagracia Crucey. I explained that I had 
gotten a cheaper price for cocaine from an- 
other source, however, I wanted to compare 
their quality. Guandole- told me they were' 
going to open up a new kilo-packAge of co- 
caine and would give me a sample. I agreed. 
Guandole also wrote down his beeper tele- 
phone number, which was held as evidence. * 
The conversation waa monitored and videoed 
by Inside Edition. (Exhibit “B"). 

UNIVERSE TRAVEL AGENCY ' 

A. On February 10, 1992, 1 went to the Uni-’ ’ 
verse Travel Agency at 102-04 Roosevelt Ave* ' 
nue, Corona, New York and spoke to the 
owner, Pedro Castillo-Reyes regarding the il- 
legal transfer of drug money to the Domini- 
can Republic. Mr. Castillo-Reyes is believed 
to be one of the Federation members who set ■ 
up Officer Occhipinti. I explained ..to Mr. 
Castillo that I was a drug dealer from upper.., : 
Manhattan and was interested in iUegal^: 
transferring every 9 days,. $20,000 in drug * 
money to Santo Domingo. At first, he want-’ 
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ed*to know who recommended him and also 
wanted to see my identification. Once I 
showed him my .identification he explained 
to me he had to be very cautious because 
“Federal Agents’ * were Investigating him 
and things were hot. Mr. Castillo-Reyes said 
“OK" and promised me that after his first 
delivery of my drug money, he would intro- 
duce me to some of his sources, which he in- 
ferred were drug related. Mr; Castillo-Reyes 
said he would charge me 5200.00 to transfer 
the money. (Exhibit “C") 

LIBERATO SUPERMARKET 

A. On February 7, 1992, I began my inves- 
tigation of Jose Liberato who owns two large 
supermarkets in upper Manhattan. Mr. 
Liberato is a well known merchant in the 
Dominican community because he does daily 
advertising on Spanish T.V. and newspapers. 
Mr. Liberato was one of the leading wit- 
nesses against Officer Occhipinti and is re- 
lated to Rhadamea Liberato and Enrique 
Checo, who X previously investigated. In 
order to get background information on Mr. 
Liberato, X spoke to a major supplier of 
un taxed Dominican rum, who admitted pre- 
viously supplying Mr. Liberato with untaxed 
rum. The source agreed to introduce me to 
Mr. Liberato. My source confirmed that Jose 
Liberato owns about eight Bodegas in the 
community, many of which are registered in 
the names of other people. The source con- 
firmed the allegations that Mr. Liberato is a 
major drug boss and loan shark. My source 
confirms Jose liberate sells cocaine in large 
quantities (multi kilo weight). My investiga- 
tion is s till ongoing. 

SEA CREST TRADING COMPANY 

A. On February 8, 1992. 1 went to the 'Asso- 
ciated Supermarket at 2262 Jerome Avenue, 
Bronx in order to meet with Ricardo 
Knipping, the .owner. Mr. Knipplng was the 
first Bodega owner to make a complaint 
against Officer Occhipinti as well as testify 
against him- in the Grand Jury. The purpose 
of my* investigation was to verify Mr. 
Knipping's involvement in loan sharking 
through a company called “Sea-Crest Trad- 

. ing Company.’! When I met Ricardo, I made 
up a story that I was a successful drug deal- 
er, who had saved up $100,000 in cash and was 
interested in buying a supermarket in 'New 
Jersey. I asked Ricardo if he knew anyone 
who could lend me the balance of $150,000, in 
order to buy the Bodega. I explained to Ri- 
cardo that I couldn’t go to a bank since I 
could not legally prove how I got the $100,000 
deposit. In response, Ricardo explained that 
he is a member of a “federation" who helps 
Bodega owners borrow money without there 
being a legal registration of the money. Ri- 
cardo told me the interest rate would be 24% 
annually. Ricardo told me that in the event 
Sea Crest Trading did not approve of the 
Bodega I wanted to buy they could set me up 
in one of their own supermarkets. During the 
conversation I also mentioned to Ricardo 
that I had about $20,000 in stolen food stamps 
which X intended to launder through the 
Bodega I wanted to buy. He sounded very in- 
terested in it and began asking me a lot of 
questions. He cautioned me to be very care- 
ful since I could lose my license if caught. 
We concluded our conversation by Ricardo 
giving me, in his own handwriting, the name 
of "Pedro Dominguez", telephone 994-6110, 
who Is with Sea Crest Trading Company. Ri- 
cardo told me to call next week to make up 
an appointment, where we all would get to- 
gether to discuss the loan. The conversation 
.was tape recorded. (Exhibit “D”) 

B. On February 10, 1992, I went to the Sea 
Crest Trading Company at 4748 Bronx Boule- 
vard, Bronx, New York and met with Pedro 
Dominguez. Apparently, Mr. Knipping had 
already spoke with Pedro because he knew 
about my case and my Interest In borrowing 
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money. I again explained to Pedro the fact I 
was a drug dealer with $100,000 in drug 
money interested in investing in a Bodega in 
Perth Amboy, New Jersey. I told him- things 
were hot in the street, for, example, last 
week I had lost $30,000 on a kilo of cocaine, 
which I had to throw away in order to avoid 
being arrested. During our conversation, 
Pedro removed his coat and took out two 
guns which he placed in a desk draw. He 
called In his partner, an American man, who 
spoke english with an Italian accent. Mr. 
Dominguez, acted as a translator explained 
to the owner my situation. The owner told 
me that he didn't want to lend me the money 
for a Bodega in Perth Amboy, New Jersey be- 
cause he had no accounts there. However, he 
told me there were several Bodegas he could 
get for me in Newark for the same price; We 
agreed that we would meet tomorrow at 
which time he would show me the Bodegas in 
Newark. Mr. Dominguez gave me his busi- 
ness card which read “Pan American Enter- 
prises." Inside Sea Crest were about 10 em- 
ployees. I was told that there was a Bodega 
owner, called Rafael Taveras from upper 
Manhattan in the lobby who was making his 
loan payment. There was technical difficulty 
in tape recording, however, a portion, of the 
conversation was mentioned. (Exhibit “E") 

C. On February 11, 1992, I called Pedro 
Dominguez and canceled the appointment 
telling him that I had to return to the Do- 
minican Republic because a relative was 
sick. 

UPTOWN TRAVEL SERVICE/REMESAS 
QUISQUEYANA . 

A. On February 7, 1992, 1 went to the Up- 
town Travel .Agency at 3750 Broadway, New 
York, New York and met with Reymundo 
Tejeda, the owner. I explained to Reymundo 
the fact I was a drug dealer interested in 
sending 20,000 in drug money to the Domini- 
can Republic. He referred me to go to 
Remesa Quisqueyana and wrote down on a 
piece of paper the name and address. 
Reymundo said he could handle that quan- 
tity out of his travel agency. Uptown Travel 
is an agent for Remesas Quisqueyana. The 
conversation was tape recorded. (Exhibit 
“F") 

B. On February 7, 1992, I went to the 
Remesas Quisqueyana at 3499 Broadway. New 
.York, New York and spoke to one of it’s 
bosses, “Corporan". I showed him the note 
Reymundo had given me and told ‘him about 
my interest in wiring the drug money. 
Corporan told me he would wire the drug 
money down in four separate transactions In 
order to avoid notifying the government. 
Corporan told me that the charge was $70.00 
and that he was able to illegally transfer up 
to one million dollars recorded. (Exhibit 
“G") 

4. I am willing to assist law enforcement 
authorities in Any further investigation of 
these violators. . 

Hector Rodriguez. 


HON. WILLIAM D. FORD 

OP MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 8 t 1994 

Mr. FORD of Michigan. Mr, Speaker, 1 rise 
today to pay tribute to a person I greatly ad- 
mire. During her 20 years in the House, Mar- 
tha Griffiths dedicated her efforts to fighting for 


equality for women in all aspects of American 
life— most notably in the workplace.. 

Martha Griffiths represented the 17th Con- 
gressional District of Michigan from 1955 to 
1975. Paving the way for women in positions 
of power, she became the first woman mem- 
ber of the House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee. Perhaps her greatest accomplishment in 
Congress came after her persuasive argument 
fir the inclusion of women in -the landmark 
1964 Civil Rights Act Battling an overwhelm- 
ingly male Congress, Martha's speech con- 
vinced her colleagues'that true equality in the 
workplace could not be achieved by side-step* 
ping' the issue of gender discrimination. During 
floor debate, she reasoned that, M a white 
woman, when she asks for • * * [a] job is 
turned away, has no recourse, and nobody on 
earth has to explain for it.- Thanks to Martha's 
determination, the act passed with the amend- 
ment creating the foundation for an equal 
playing field for women. 

Martha was not one to compromise on is- 
sues of importance. Regarded as the mother 
of the Federal Equal Rights Amendment— 
Martha successfully guided this legislation 
through the House in the 91st Congress. Even 
though the battle for the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment did not end with its adoption, the fight 
had an empowering affect on many women's 
fives. ERA galvanized the women's move* 

’ roent— unifying women of diverse backgrounds 
based on the shared conviction that their 
rights should no longer be denied on the basis 
of'thehr sex. Martha’s strong leadership on 
ERA is remembered for its contribution to the 
movement as a whole as well as the key role 
she played in gaining its passage in Congress. 

I hope that young people who aspire to pub- 
lic office today will look to Martha Griffiths' ca- 
reer as a model for their lives. Her contribution 
to the Civil Rights Act of 1964 demonstrates 
the difference one person can make in the 
lives of over half of the population; In addition, 
an important lesson can be learned from Mar- 
tha's work on ERA. In my view, her work for 
'this cause demonstrated that it is better to 
fight for one's beliefs, even if the goal is not 
achieved, than to never have attempted to* 
bring about positive change. A battle fought 
today— win or lose— will undoubtedly pave the 
road for the success of future reformers. Her 
recent induction into the National Women’s 
Hall of Fame in Seneca Falls, NY, is a fitting 
tribute to her work. I am proud to know and to 
have worked with Martha. She has truly made 
her mark on the history of this Nation. 


IN HONOR OF MARTHA GRIFFITHS 
ON THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
HER SPEECH FOR THE INCLU- 
SION OF WOMEN IN THE CIVIL 
RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 


INTRODUCTION OF DISASTER TAX ' 
RELIEF LEGISLATION 

HON. H0WARDL BERMAN 

OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday , February 6, 1994 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am today in- 
troducing legislation that would permit belea- 
guered disaster victims to deduct 100 percent 
of their casualty losses when calculating their 
Federal personal income taxes. 

After seeing the destruction caused by the 
Northridge earthquake and talking with hun- 
dreds of its victims, I realized that present tax 
law is clearly inadequate in disasters of this 
magnitude. The tax code acknowledges that It 
is appropriate to deduct uninsured property 
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.'effective. against the scourge of illicit nar- 
codes. 

Aa these important cooperative strides 
continue, permit me to share with you some 
insights 1 have gained in over twenty years 
of action and legislative involvement in 
counternarcotics efforts. 

In fighting illicit narcotics, no one govern- 
ment action or program by itself is suffi- 
cient. There must be a combination of pro- 
grams to address both the supply and de- 
mand aspects of this epidemic. The narcotics 
problem cannot be overcome by concentrat- 
ing all one’s resources on the demand side of 
treatment, education and rehabilitation ef- 
forts alone. 

Any successful drug war must truly be 
. comprehensive and fought simultaneously on 
many fronts. It mnst contain components 
that support eradication and alternative de- 
velopment for producing countries, effective; 
interdiction and enforcement programs, 
along with education, treatment and reha- 
bilitadon efforts at home. Any emphasis of 
one to the detriment of the other, simply 
doesn’t work. 

Over the last few years, the United States 
has gained invaluable experience in fighting 
narcotics production, distribution, and use. 
Together, we should build on these experi- 
ences and increase cooperation with all our 
allies around the globe to defeat this plague. 

We stand ready to further those coopera- 
tive and productive relationships that can 
benefit all of our people, and generations to 
come, in defeating the scourge of drugs. 
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A recipient of numerous awards for civic 
and community service, she is a member of 
the Coalition of African-American Elected Offi- 
cials, and the Central Mobilization Political 
Club. 


TRIBUTE TO CAROLYN SANDERS- 
JAMES 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 

OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
* Wednesday, February 23, 1994 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure 
to acknowledge the vast contributions and 
achievements of 1 Carolyn Sanders-James. 
Carolyn is a native of South Carolina and has 
lived in New York City since 1963. She re- 
ceived her undergraduate degree from Pace- 
University, and a master’s degree from Long 
■ Island University. 

Carolyn’s life is rich with achievement and 
service. A politically active person, she serves 
as the vice chair of the Democratic County 
Committee in Brooklyn. She currently works 
full-time as a special liaison for Council Presi- 
dent Andrew Stein. 

Everywhere Ms. Sanders-James has 
worked she has made a vital contribution. As 
•a manager at Morgan Guaranty Trust Co., she 
specialized in community reinvestment service 
programs. She has been instrumental in de- 
veloping economic development packages for 
the 55th Assembly District 

Some of her notable accomplishments in- 
clude the development of a joint program with 
St. Mary’s Hospital and Paul Robeson High 
School students to help crack-addicted babies. 
Carolyn was recently honored for winning 
State funds for the Bedtord-Stuyvesant Volun- 
teer Ambulance Corps, the only black volun- 
teer ambulance corps in the State of New 
York. 

Carolyn also has been instrumental in es- 
tablishing a Meals-on- Wheels Program for 
senior citizens of Greater Bibleway Church in 
Brooklyn, and a health workers training pro- 
gram between Medgar Evers College and 
Pratt Institute. 


KEY DOCUMENTS PROVE INNO- 
CENCE OP JOSEPH OCCHIPINTT 

HON. JAMES A/TCAnCANT, JR. ' 

OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 23, 1994 

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, as part of 
my continuing efforts to bring to light alt the 
facts in the case' of former Immigration and 
Naturalization Service agent Joseph 
Occhipinti, l submit into -the RECORD the first 
part of a sworn affidavit from one Luis 
Rodriguez: t 

'statement of Luis Rodriguez— State of 

NE\y YORK, COUNTY OF NEW YORK 

1) Luis Rodriguez, being duly sworn de- 
poses and says I am a Dominican national 
and a naturalized United States citizen re- 
siding in the State of New Jersey. 

2) In April and May of 1991, I agreed to 
work as an undercover investigator for a pri- 
vate investigator called David Venezian. 

3) The goal of the investigation was to 
prove that certain Dominican merchants in 
upper Manha ttan were involved in various 
crime. These merchants claiming to be hon- 
est merchants testified against the immigra- 
tion officer Joseph Occhipinti had violated 
their civil rights and in some cases stolen 
money. 

4) I agreed to do' this undercover work at 
great personal risks and free of charge. The 
reasons were many: Mr. Occhipinti is well re- 
spected in the Dominican community for 
helping illegal aliens and fighting- the drugs 
dealers and criminals who kill our children; 
also, Mr. Occhipinti arrested my sister about 
fifteen years ago as an illegal alien. He never 
abused her or violated her rights as these 
merchants say. In fact, he helped my sister 
to get her green card and eventually became 
a US citizen. 

5) In April, 1991 I began to enter various 
Dominican bodegas and stores posing as a 
drug dealer from New Jersey interested in 
buying and selling all kind of illegal things. 
In these conversations I gave permission to 
have my conversations monitored with a 
tape recorder. I succeeded in proving that 
these merchants were involved in some of 
the following illegal activities: smuggling 
aliens, selling false documents, drug traf- 
ficking, gambling. Illegal wiring of drag 
money to the Dominican Republic. IRS 
frauds, illegal sale of untaxed liquors and 
others. During these investigations, & suc- 
cessfully bought illegal bolitas (Illegal gam-' 
Wing numbers), untaxed rum and false docu- 
ments. I .also negotiated the sale of stolen 
property, drug trafficking and illegal money 
transfers. 

6) During this period, I conducted under- 
cover work at the following businesses which 
relate to the witnesses who testified against 
the Officer Occhipinti. 

THE CRUCEY GROCERY 

u> On April 19, 1991. I wont to the Crucey 
Grocery at 3882 Broadway. New York, New 
York. I placed an illegal bet and bought 
untaxed rum from an employee. 

(2) On May 6, 1991, I met with Altagracia 
Crucey who was the owner of the Bodega and 
one of the witnesses who testified against 
Mr. Occhipinti. I told her I had a truck load 
of stolen beer that I wanted to sell. She told 


me she was afraid at this time to buy it be- '• . 
cause she was a government witness. She ex- - 
plained to me that she had been pressured to " 
testify by the prosecutor, who was also tell- 
ing her how to testify. She was upset about 
being a witness because the government kept 
on going to her house. She admitted being 
arrested by immigration for having a gun. 
She told me that she was thinking of suing 
the government ■ because she had a mis- 
carriage. " 

(3) I have been told that Ms. Crucey testi- 
fied at trial that her bodega doesn't sell 
untaxed rum and bolitas. She also denied 
ever negotiating with me to buy the stolen 
beer. That testimony was & lie and could be 
verified by hearing the tape. 

LIRANZO GROCERY 

(1) On April 22nd, 1991, I spoke to the wife 
Of Antonio “Santana’* Marte at the Liranzo 
Grocery, 352 Audubon Avenue, New York, ' 
New York regarding the sale of stolen beer. 
The wife told me to speak directly to 
“Santana” and gave me his telephone num- 
ber, (212) 923-2266. 

(2) On April 27th, 1991, 1 called “Santana” 
about the stolen beer. He explained to me he 
waa afraid to. buy it because the beer was 
from New Jersey and did not have the five 
cents return stamp on the can. I also dis- 
cussed with “Santana” about buying a case 
of untaxed Dominican rum. He told me that 
there was a. shortage of rum because recent 
shipments of rum were* confiscated by US 
Customs after they found cocaine. 

3) On April 30th, 1991, I met with 
“Santana” at the Liranzo Grocery in order 
to discuss the sale of the stolen beer. 

I made up the story that immigration had 
confiscated some of my rum. At that time, 
“S an ta n a” told me that he was a govern- 
ment witness against an immigration. offi- 
cer. He was bragging how he admitted to the 
•court being an illegal alien and how he en- 
. tered the United States with someone's pass- 
port: He explained that the prosecutor prom- 
ised him and other witnesses that if they tes- 
tify against the officer, they will no longer 
be bothered by the police or immigration. 

So, he agreed. “Santana” bragged how he 
told the prosecutor he was still selling 
“bolitas” and did not intend to stop. The 
prosecutor never responded to his statement, 
“Santana” said that when the newspaper ar- 
ticles came out against the immigration offi- 
cer -saying he had stolen money * from 
Llberato, “Santana” received a phone call 
asking him “how much money are you going 
to say was taken.” “Santana" also said that 
the prosecutor had changed the first Judge 
in order to get a stricter Judge. He identified 
the Judge as being a black woman. 
“Santana” said that on April 29, 1991, the 
prosecutor had a private meeting for the wit- 
nesses testifying, be cautioned them to be 
careful because people may be coming 
around to them asking questions. 

4) I have been informed that the trial 
"Santana” denied any interest in buying the 
stolen beer oecause it was illegal. That was 
a lie, The only reason he refused to buy the 
beer because it did not have the five cent re- 
turn deposit stamp as required in New York 
State. 

UBERATO GROCERY 

1) On April 19, 1991, 1 placed a gambling bet 
at the Llberato Grocery located at 369 Audu- 
bon Avenue, New York, New York. 
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AFFIDAVIT 


Jose R. Nunez, Being duly sworn, deposes and states 


1. I execute this affidavit on behalf of Congressman James 
Traf leant , Jr, who is investigating the alleged drug cartel 
conspiracy against former federal agent Joseph Occhipint i . 

I do not have first hand knowledge of the conspiracy, however I do 
have information about a company called Sea Crest Trading Company 
that I am told was implicated in the alleged conspiracy. 

« 

2. I own and operate the Los Cunedos Meat Market, 508 Broadway, 
Paterson, New Jersey and the Flamingo Siesta Restaurant, 235 
Peakness Ave, Paterson, New Jersey. In 1993, my accountant, Luis 
Rojas, telephone number 201- 956-8002, secured me a $33,000.00 
business loan from Sea Crest Trading Company. I was required to pay 
weekly $790.00 for one year (52 payments). I’m told that the 
estimated interest rate was 44.407%. The loan was paid off. About 
two weeks ago, I took out an additional loan from Sea Crest for 
$44,000.00. I am required to pay weekly for one year and a half (78 
payments) $775.00. I am told that the estimated interest rate on 
the second loan is 44.792%. I attended both loan contract closings 
at the Sea Crest offices at Greenwich, Connecticut. I was told to 
sign many forms and never received a copy of the loan contract or 
papers I signed. The first payment check I received was made out in 
my name in the sum of $30,000.00. I was required to take off the 
top of the loan $3,000. which was equally shared in a join check by 
Sea Crest and my accountant. The second Sea Crest check was made 
out to another corporation. I don’t remember it’s name but it did 
not relate to me or my businesses. The Sea Crest check was given to 
my accountant who later gave me a check in the sum of $35,550.00 
and $6,000.00 in cash. The accountant took as a fee $2,450.00. I 

ave attached as evidence of these loan payoffs. Th.e original paid 

receiv - e ' d from Sea Crest. My Sea Crest loan number was 
JJ38-TH001. I usually make my weekly payments in cash which is 
Picked up at my bodega by a Sea Crest courier every thursday 
morning. Unfortunately, most hispanic bodegas and restaurants are 
torced to pay high interest rate loans to Sea Crest since banks 
make it almost impossible to obtain a legitimate bank loan. 

3.1 have agreed to cooperate with the United States Congress and 
i o l ice in their pending investigation of Sea Crest. 


Sworn-sto me the 
Deoembler, 1994 


-A&L S= (?. 

Jose R 


day of 
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^^Jotary Public 
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(S N. FIGUEROA 

NOTARY PUBLIC OF NEW JERSEY 
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1NANCING ST ATEMENT is presented to a Filing Officer for filing pursuant to the Uniform Commercial Code [Maturity date (if any): 


FqR OFFICE USE ONLY 

N 6 4 3 4 0 

■ 

Debtor(s) Name (Last-Name. First) Complete Address 

NUNEZ, JOSE 
CESPEDES, SERGIO A. 

D/B/A LOS CUNAD0S MEAT MKT. 
508 BROADWAY 
PATERSON, NJ 07514 

- Maturity date (if any): 



FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 



Secured Party(ies) and Complete Address 

SEA CREST TRADING OP 
CONNECTICUT, INC. 

Ill MILL STREET 

GREENWICH, CT 06830 
% 

. - *■■■' 

; .■* 

i 



Assignee(s) of Secured Party and Complete Address 

FILE 






s financing statement covers the following types (or items) of property: 


.ny and all personal property, trade fixtures, inventory, 

:quipment, contract rights, insurance proceeds, and the 
easehold used .in connection with the business located at 
08 BROADWAY, PATERSON, NJ 07514 and all replacements thereto 
.nd additions thereof. RECEIVED 

PASSAIC 00. 1 U. 

93HAR 18 AH 9 ! 31 


FRANK W. SYLVESTER 
REGISTER 



en collateral is crops or fixtures complete this portion of form. 
Description of real estate (Sufficient to identify the property). 


Name and complete address of record owner. 



00 

o 

cn 

o’ 

cn 

to 


( ) Proceeds of Collateral arc also covered. b. ( ) Products of Collateral arc also covered. 


No* of additional sheets presented. ( ) 


) Filed with Register of Deeds and Mortgages of 
) Filed with the County Clerk of PASSAIC 


County. 


( ) Secretary of State 


County. 






POPE, BERGRIN- k TOSCANO ,v p.Av •“ 
893 Franklin Avenue 
Newark, New Jersey 07107 
( 201 ) 482-7766 

Attorneys lor Plaintiff, Jose R. 
JOSE R. NUNEZ • 7 

Plaintiff, : 


v. 

SEA CREST TRAD INC OF 
CONNECTICUT, INC., and 
LUIS ROJAS 

Defendants. 



COMPLAINT, JURY DEMAND, 

DBS I CNAT I ON OF TR I AL COUNSEL 
AND CERTIFICATION 


Plaintiff, JOSE R. NUNEZ , currently residing at 508 
Broadway, in the City of Paterson, County of Passaic and State 
of New Jersey, by and through his attorneys, Pope, Bergrin k 
Toscano , P. A., by way 1 . 1 Complaint against the Defendants, says; 

EI&ST COU NT (COMMON LAW FRAUD) 

1. In or about December, 1993, the Plaintiff obtained a 
one (1) year loan from Defendant, Sea Crest Trading 1 ' of 
Connecticut, Inc. Plaintiff was forced to repay said loan at an 

v 

interest rate of 44.4% in violation of N , J . S . A . 2c:21-19. 
Plaintiff was advised by Defendant Sea Crest to make said weekly 
payments in cash only, to avoid the Defendant having to report 
same as income. * 

2. In or about December, 1994, the Plaintiff obtained a 
second loan in the amount of $44,000.00. Plaintiff was required 
to make repayments with an interest rate at approximately 44.8% 
again in violation of N.J.S.A. 2o:21-19 . 

3. Said loans were usurious and were arranged ..by 


Defendant, Luis Rojas, who appeared as Plaintiffs’, personal 

: ‘ 

Accountant . . ; . • 

Plaintiff Nunez never received copies of any 
Agreement s/Cont roots he exeouted, with Defendant Sea 'Crest; 

5. Defendant Sea Crest never advised the Plaintiff of the 

interest rate to be charged for said loans. Further, the 

Plaintiff, who speaks broken English, was never advised of the 
total cost of a loan. 

6. Bach and every one of the representations made by 
Defendants Sea Crest and Rojas were false when made and the 
Defendants knew same were false when made. 

7. Plaintiff herein relied upon the fraudulent 
representations of the Defendants and reasonably did so, not 

i; knowing that the Defendants were perpetrating a fraud am. 
illegal loan upon him. 

8. The Plaintiff reasonable relied upon the 

representations made to him by the Defendants. 

9. As a result of the reasonable reliance upon the 

misrepresentations made by the Defendants, the Plaintiff has 
been irreparably harmed. 


WHEREPORE, Plaintiff Jose R. Nunez demands judgment against 
the Defendants Sea Crest Trading of Connecticut, Inc., and Luis 
Rojas fort 

(a) Compensatory Damages; 

(b) Punitive Damages; 

(c) Incidental Damages; 

2 


(d) Consequential Damages; 

(e) Reoision 

(f) Reformation 

( g) An Order from the Court allowing Plaintiff to make no 

i ^ 

further payments on said loan until disposition of this matter. 

(h) Attorneys fees and costs of suit. 

(i) Such other relief as this Court may deem equitable and 



j ust . 


SSCQNQ CttWT f CONSUMER FRAUDl 


1. The First Count of the Complaint is repeated herein as 
though set forth at length. 

2. The Defendants herein utilized unoonsoionable 
commercial practices) deception) fraud, false pretense, false 
promise, mi srepresenta* i on and knowing concealment, all' in 
connection with this usurious loan, in direct violation of 

56:8-2. 


3. As a result of the aforementioned consumer fraud 
perpetrated herein, the Plaintiff, Jose R. Nunez, has been 
irreparably damaged. - 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Jose R. Nunez demands judgment against 
the Defendants Sea Crest Trading of Connecticut, Inc., and Luis 
Rojas for: 

* 

(a) Compensatory Damages; 

(b) Punitive Damages; 

(c) Incidental Damages; 

(d) Consequential Damages; 


SLtiLK C.0 I 
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(e) 'Reclsion ! •" •*’ ’ • .; ■- •■ ■••*• 

(f) Rftiormation 

(g) An Order from the Court allowing Plaintiff to make no 
further payments on said loan until disposition of this matter. 

(h) Attorneys fees and costs of suit. 

(i) Such other relief as this Court may deem equitable and 

Just. 


IHXSR.-CQU NI (U SURY) 

1. The First and Second Counts of the Complaint are 
repeated herein as though set forth at length. 

2. The interest that Defendant Sea Crest is attempting to 

collect from the Plaintiff is usurious and in violation of State 

I 

I and Federal Law. 

j 

WHEREFORE. Plaintiff Jose R. Nunez demands judgment against 
the Defendants. Sea Crest Trading of Connecticut, Inc., and Luis 
Rojas for: 


(a) 

Compensatory Damages; 


(b) 

Punitive Damages; lV 

r*> 

(c) 

Incidental Damages; 


(d) 

Consequential Damages; 


(e) 

Recision 


(f ) 

Reformation 

* 


(g) 

An Order from the Court ailowing Plaintiff to 

B 

P» 

o 

further 

payments on said loan until disposition of this 

matter. 

(h) 

Attorneys fees and costs of suit. 



(i) Such other relief as this Court may deem equitabie and 
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1* The First, Second and Third Counts of the'! 'Cbmpiaintl^ 

iswfi 

are repeated herein as though set forth at length. • . /' ■ 2 " 

,■ • 

2. The actions of the Defendants herein constitute a 
violation of both the State and Federal Racketeer Influenced 

i 

Corrupt Organization Acts. j 

3. In attempting to collect on the within illegal and ^ 
usurious loan, the Defendants engaged in a complex scam which 
required the Plaintiff and his family to pay monies over a 
protracted period of time. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Jose R» Nunez demands judgment against 
the Defendants Sea Crest Trading of Connecticut, Inc., and Luis 
Rojas for: 

(a) Compensatory Damages; 

(b) Punitive Damages; 

(c) Incidental Damages; i*j> 

(d) Consequential Damages; 

(e) Recision 

(f) Reformation 

(g) An Order from the Court allowing Plaintiff to make no 
further payments on said loan until disposition of this matter* 

(h) Attorneys fees and costs of suit. 


(i) Such other relief as this Court may deem equitabLe and 


just. 




i 




EIFTH COUNT (CIV IL CONSPIRACY) 

1. The First, Second, Third and Fourth Counts of the 
Complaint are repeated herein as though set forth at length, 

I 

2. Upon information and belief, Defendants Sea Crest and 
Rojas have reached an agreement amongst themselves, with the 
common purpose to torture, cheat and intentionally interfere 
with the rights of the Plaintiff. 

3. Both Defendants herein engaged in a Civil Conspiracy 
in order to obtain monies from the Plaintiff in an elaborate, 
illegal and complex scam which required the Plaintiff and his 
family to pay monies over a protracted period of time. 

k.- The Defendants have continued in their common 
enterprise to illegally obtain the Plaintiffs' money. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Jose R. Nunez demands judgment against 
the Defendants Sea Crest Trading of Connecticut, Inc., and Luis 
Rojas for: 

(a) Compensatory Damages; 

t 

(b) Punitive Damages; *•' 

(c) Incidental Damages; 

(d) Consequential Damages; 

(e) Recision 

m 

(fj Reformation 

(g) An Order from the Court allowing Plaintiff to 
make no further payments on said loan until disposition of this 
matter . 
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(h) Attorneys fees and costs ol suit. . xMhi, 

•• • • ' 

( 1 ) Suoh other rail*! a» this Court may.deOE ^ ' 


equitable and Just* 


POPE, BERCRIN & TOSCANO, P.A. 
Attorneys i oj>-flaintiff ♦ 

Jose R* Nui 




By: 



P. Toscano , Jr. 


DATED; January 10 , 1995 


DEMAND m TRIAL BY TOBI 

Pursuant to ii*35“l, the Plaintiff herein, Jose R« Nunez, 

demands a trial by jury as to ail issues so triable. 

POPE , BERGRIN & TOSCANO, P.A. 
Attorneys tor Plaintiff, 

Jose R. Nunez 


BY: 



PatridKP. Toscdno,’ Jr. 


DATED: January 10, 1995 
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CIVIL CASE INFORMATION STATEMENT 

(CIS) 


Use for initial pleadings (not motions) under Rule 4:5-1 


ATTORNEY HAM) 

Patrick P. Toscano, Jr., Esq. 


CHQ I CK NO. 


OVERPAYMENT? 


miPMONlNUMlBl 

( 201 ) 482-7766 


nIM NAME IK 

Pope, Bergrin & Toscano 


owiciaddww 

893 Franklin Avenue 
Newark, New Jersey 07107 


OP WMItV IM. UN** 

Jose Nunez 


COUNTY Of VtNUC 


SOCKET NUMBER (Whan av«Utot) 

DOCUMENT TYPE i|a« rwarssatSa (at iMnsi 


Complaint 


JURY DCMANO 


EJvi« □ NO 



Jose Nunez v, Sea Crest Trading of Connecticut, Inc. 


THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BELOW CANNOT BE INTRODUCED INTO EVIDENCE. 


CASE Type NUMBER ($t# (ever aw e*oe for Mating) 


CHECK IP Ami CASU jj 

HQ PUNITIVE DAMAGES 


NAME OF OCFCNOANT'S Mm AAV INSURANCE COMPANY 


Q VERBAL THRESHOLD 
ISSUE 


Q PR1EN01Y HEARING ONLY 

Qmtf 


Q OtCLAflATORY JUDGMENT 

□ UNINSURED / UNDEAMSUREQ 
MOTORIST 


Qtituii 

□ RfLATtD CRIMINAL 
ACTTON PWOJHfl 


complementary oispute resolution icdaj desired 

Qy« SPECIFY TYPE: 


PRESENT MtO'CAi EXPENSES 

Q UW) OR LESS Q MORE THAN 94600 if MORE. DO YOU WISH TO SUBMIT THIS CASE TO AAUTRATIONI D y W f"^l NO 


CASS ASSESSMENT (Mandatary for DCM Ceuntiaa) SUBTP ACK ASSIGNMENT REQUESTED itaa reverie at 4 a far additional inatiuctmna) 

Q EXPEDITED m Qpm EXPEDITED £J UM / UlM IxAIOlteO Q AftMtftATlQN 

^ STANDARD 12) □ PREROGATIVE WAITS EXPEDITED CQMfHjCATfD STANDARD Q FWOTURI 

□ COMDEX 131 n DECLARATORY JUDGEMENT EXPEDITED Q ASBESTOS Q COMMERCIAL 


CASE DESCRIPTION: INCLUDE ANY SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS THAT MAY 
'WARRANT EXTENDED DISCOVERY OR ACCELERATED WSPOSJTJQN. 
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M8C«mS AU. MHWNO ACTIONS AELATED TO THI8 CASE, AfilSNQ OUT OF 
THE SAME OCCURRENCE OR TRANSACTION tOiV# S+cfcM nurnc** tf KrwwAJ 


Rac'd & riled S 

Ofllc# of tl» Superior Court Clark 
bv DeputydiMkofftcSuperiw Court j 

f _ HlARf 1 
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ESTIMATED NUMBER OF D/YS TO TRY THIS CASE 

LIABILITY? DAMAGES! 







February 23 


Senator Frank Lautenberg 
Gateway 1 

Newark, New Jersey 



| I sincerely 

hope that upon careful review of the evidence, Senator Lautenberg 
will take the following action on my behalf. 


1. Hold a press conference with major law enforcement, civil rights 
and community activists supporting th e need for Congress ional 
Hearings into Dominican organized crime 

2. Formally request in writing that the Chairman of the Senate and 
House Judiciary Committee’s commence hearings into the conspiracy 
and alleged Justice Department coverup. Encl osed is a copy o f a 
similar request made bv U.S. Representatives and 

3. Introduce legislation into the Senate amending the federal civil 
rights statutue (18 USC 241 and 242) precluding the criminal 
prosecution of dedicated police officers who conduct good faith, 
non-violent search and seizures. 


4. Attempt to secure a meeting with | 
immediate intervention on securing 

investigation y±a a Special Proseci 

warrants , 


and seek his 
>ona fide criminal 
and if the evidence 


m 




Letter to| | 

February 23 , 1995 
Page Two 

5. Immediate request to the United States Attorney for the State Of 
New Jersey that he conduct a grand jury investigation regarding the 
infiltration of Dominican organized crime groups in the State — Of 
New Jersey. I hope that vou were impressed bv the testimony ofl 


In conclusion, I again thank you for your concern and the 
opportunity to briefly show you some of our documentary evidence 
and witnesses. I hope that upon your review of the enclosed 
material, Senator Lautenberg will also be convinced of the drug 
cartel conspiracy and it’s national implications on our police and 


Very truly yours, 


cc: NJ Law Enforcement Community 


|Night Line 

lasa zine 

I 20/20 

Commission for Social Justice 

Laj Hisnaniff Pna 1 it ion 

|Black Ministers Of Harlem 

I Jp.wish Action Alliance 

National Italian American 


Foundation 





Lautenberg should be made aware of. 



educate the American public as to the new dangers facing our law 
enforcement community in their "War Against Drugs And Crime". We 
plan to hire a public relations firm to develope TV commercials 
which would demonstrates some of the dangers and injustice plaguing 
our police officers. Also, we will provide low cost professional 
liability insurance to police officers. I have already put together 

much of mv Executive Board. which includes world reknown crime 

fighter, I hope that Senator 
Lautenberg will consider being a member ot our advisory board and 
help to introduce important law enforcement legislation to help our 
law enforcement community. The first proposed bill will be to amend 
the federal statute (18USC 241/242) to assure that police officers 
conducting good faith, searches and seizures, will not be subject 
to criminal prosecution under federal civil rights statutes. 
Especially, when police brutality, racial bias or corruption was 
not an element of the crime! 
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On 1/11/96 SA | | received a FEDEX 

nanVanp at- 2.6 Federal Plaza, New York, New York from[ 


The package contained the following documents : 

on Na-Hnnal Pgj 


A letter: rm wafinnal Eolice Dqfpnse Fniindati nn 

letterhead froml I to SA 

dated 1/10/95. 


An INS MPTnor- andum of investig ation Form G-166C re File 


Number 50/18.204, Title 


A letter to 


dated 1/12/90. 
from 


dated 


A letter to 


from 


dated 


A copy of a State of New York Certi ficat e * Fr-nm 


Disabilities regarding 


dated 


A copy of an "Uptown Dispatch" News article by LINDA 
GARCIA entitled "LINARES NAMED IN ELECTION FRAUD PROBE." 


A copy of the Congressional Record, Vol. 140, No. 26 
dated 3/10/94 entitled "Key documents prove Innocence of Joseph 
Occhipinti . " 


A District Attorney, County of New York, News Release 
dated 8/19/93. 


i 


memorandum to 


from 


re review of Poli tical Contributions for Bronx Borough 


Pharmacy Statement for Acme Pharmacy Roosevelt Blvd. 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvannia . 


Copy of the Congressional Rpnor-d . Vol . 139. No. 1 58 

dated 11/15/93 entitled "Key documents 


A memorandum Form G-2 to 


from 


dated 1/5/81 re Authorization to carry personally 
owned firearm while in off-duty status. 


Pharmacy Statement 1/1/92 thru 12/25/94 re Rite Aid 
Pharmacy 5612 N. Fifth St Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


Memoranda 


50/18.204 entitled 


m of Tnvestiaati 


on Form G^166C, File Number 
dated 1/17/90. 
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New York Daily News article "Feds probe loanshark lean 
on bodegas" dated 4/8/94. 


2 

Memorandum to 


from 


, dated 1/13/94. onl l 

i 


8/18/93 New York Times article entitled Man's 
Nemesis . . . , by DAVID GONZALEZ . 

An 11/2/94 Freedom of Information/Privacy Act request 
re SEACREST TRADING CORPORATION on USDOJ, DEA letterhead with 
three pages of partially redacted DEA reports attached. 1 


b6 

b7C 


'es/u'es 

aS J£cu0 


r o/*/iepd 

3$>u>as</ 38erm ‘er 
<y$asft/i tjftt {//es 


r-CtiViO 

‘ <\C % ’ S, ' ? 

90 HRR - 1 PH 1:36 

. . r : J r 

nr‘i.1 V ' *' * , * v '* • v 


/SO 3Sroa</u>ajt' 

jVe» WU. dftm Wo^/OOJO 

fa/ 7S2-S0S>0 


January 8, 1990 


26 Federal Plaza 
9th Floor 

New York, New York 10278 


Dean 


RE: 





Pursuant to our meeting of this morning , X . am . enclosing 
herewith a copy of Certificate of Relief From Disabilities issued 
by the Executive Department of the Division of Parole of the S tate 
motj -Yoj -k, dated February 4, 1984, with reference to 


I further enclose form G-28 with the unders tand inn that vcp ur 
file will be marked with my name as attorney for|_ 

- t t -» _ * ^ 1.U 


case any searches are to be made or if there is any 

no^ocgan; ipo be obtained from him in relation to 

or any other immigration matter. 


. in 
nformation 


Thank you for your cooperation. 
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LINARES 


named in election 


By LINDA GARCIA 

Heights Councilman Guillermo LLnarakhas 
been recently named in a probe by city 
investigators charging that v/hjie 
campaigning for Mayor Dinkins in 1989> ai 
“document dealer” affiliated -with him in •- 
some manner, helped obtain numerous, 
falsified immigration papers for illegal aliens. 

In exchange for providing the phony^- 
immigration papers, an informant in a probe 
launched by the city’s Drug Enforcement 
Administration told sources, she 
allow the dealer of the counterfeit documents 
I to obtain citizenship for her and her- ' 
boyfriend in exchange for their registration as> 
a Democrat (under assumed names)- and jqJ 
vote for David Dinkins in that year’s election, t 
This informant, whose identity remains' 
confidential, supplied her with-a phbriyiVoter 
registration card and told her which polling 
place to go to to cast her ballot 

This dealer, she testified, had many such 
voter registration cards in his possession,!! 
was revealed in an Oct. 12th letter from the 
city’s Dept, of Investigations to the office of 
-Manhattan District Attorney Robert 
.Morgenthau. ‘ ' 


FRAUD ; £ROBE 

The DOI wa^ acting on Information, from 
the a^pr^eplfoped DEA jnformant^ring a 
probe. launched more than three years ago 
with, the objective to find a “document 
deafer” in the Heights who was signing up 
undocumented aliens to vote using phony 
voter registration cards, a probe which is still 
in its early.stages. 

Councilman Linares characterized those 
allegations as “completely foreign to me — off 
the wall” and denied any wrondoing. . 

Dinkins campaign spokesman Joseph De 
Plasco stated that the mayor’s campaign office 
was unaware of the probe but stated that “It 
sounds like a ridiculous allegation” but added 
that it shoufd be pursued. ‘ 

However, the Department of Investigations 
assignment of a squad of investigators, to 
cover the case, aud for its Commissioner 
Susan Shepherd to seek the assistance of DA 
Morgenthau’s office indicates how seriously 
that department is taking these allegations 
; that have surfaced during this election season.- 
Also highrievel law enforcement officials are 
very concerned with the "many loopholes in 
the voter registration system since the’Board 
of Elections conducts no identification checks 
or verification of citizenship, leaving the door| 
wide open for such large-scale voter fraud to 
occur. > : _ ; — 



Vol. 140 


WA|p[NGTON, THURSDAY, MAR <^^ 10 , 1994 


No. 26 


KEY DOCUMENTS PROVE INNO- 
CENCE OF JOSEPH OCCHIPINTI • 

HON. J/UIEsTtrAEGWT, JR 

OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday , March 10. 1994 
Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, as part of 
my continuing efforts lo bring to light all the 
(acts in the case of former Immigration and 
Naturalization Service agent Joseph 
Occhipinti, | submit into the Record two 
sworn affidavits made out by Ramon Antony 
GojHon, a former official of the Government c* } 
the Dominican Republic: 

Affidavit 

t^u.u of New York, County of UjuIuuouUJ 
Hamon Antonio GrulJon, being July sworn 
deposes and suites: 0 

a »n tee former Consul of the Doimnl- 
» ^P“Wte to Philadelphia, me former 
, ' :Ji General and Ambassador to Kingston 
Jamaica, as well as other diplomatic po>p 
1 lu ‘ld for the Government of the Do- 
minican lie public. 0 

(2) On or about the end of X9a$>, l was per- 
Kf told by Domili ‘Can businessmen. Joae 
De.io Marce, Silvio Sanchez, Pedro Allegna 
and Ernesto Furbege that they needed my 
poi.tical assistance In "eliminating" former 
immigration Officer Joseph Occhipinti. They 
e.xp.ained to me that Occhipinti was u threut 
to their illegal businesses, which included 
loan sharking, gambling drug distribution 
and the employment of illegal aliens. Pedro 
A-lcsrritt, Richard Kmpping, Jos* Dello Maru 
w an cail *‘ Pe P e “* tee brother-in-law to 
Deuo Mar ^ operate a major loan shark*?? 
operation out of Sea Crest Tracing Company 

JTf’tL® l h0y Sdt up 10 conduct their 

uivja. businesses. They also use Joel Assoei- 
aws, Hamilton Drug Stores, and Hamilton 
Harare located at West I3dch and Kamil- 
P ; uco from whicla Illegal wire transfers 
Xi cm drug proceeds are made to the Domini- 
can Republic. 

I was told that Occhipinti would be elimi- 
nated on laltie allegations that he was shak- 
ing cown the Bodega owners. They invited 
me to attend a press conference at tho Club 
Dcporilvo (166ch Street & Auduoon Avenuej 
whero they wanted to solicit the help of the 
puWlciso faisc allc-^a- 
“.^™ e V 0W ™ 1 waa nee(leJ because of 
mi pomicul posltloa which would yi ve credi- 

?. V . 60 theit " ^Negations, I refused because 
1 uiuh t want any trouble. * 

i 3 j On. or about April, 1990. Jose Dello 
Marts and fcilvio Sanchez again approached 
accompany tham aa a protestor at 
citi Han against Occhipinti to make the 
*ame false allegations. I again refused. 

Hi 1 am willing to cooperate with Staten 
^, Boro ?» ,^ re3ldent ° uy v - Mounart, ’ 
?Lt '} ** 9 10 , Umtei1 Scacu8 Congress. In 
n 1 rv lnv < 09Utraclon of th0 Occhipinti case 
^nd Dominican drug: traf/jckimr activity in 
vho laitod States. 1 am cooperating In hopes 
time my cooperation will be brought to the 
attention of the Immigration and Natu- 
ralization Service where X am under 
deportion proceedings. No promises have 

^*2: T * aa °T t0 m V n exchange for this co- 
opv.a..OD. l am willing to work in an under- 
cover capacity if requested, to prove what 1 
have stated In this affidavit & t ruu . 


affidavit 

(Scat* of New Jersey, County of Hudson] 

UuSarfa^s^ 1100 ' dU,i ' T 0rn> 

n }* 9? August 19, 1993.. I executed a sworn af- 

Cuv v Is J and Borough President 

Ouj >• Molmarl, whereby I provided direct 
knowledge confirming the conspiracy 

or^hf p 1 ^' 0c< r hipincl bj certain members 
of the Federation and Sea Crest Tradl-e 

fn” !| V \ ay * 1 oucllned ch ® motive for the com 
^p.racy, as well as the identity of its co-con- 

M 10 convection 

1 o ‘‘ii N 1 aiul related violations. 

M 2 ; .20. 1993. I was interviewed by 

P °P°- the aworney represent. 
•\ 1 ^ Occhipinti. regardmg my first affida- 
proviii?i > ^uonai 
■ H. U !‘h, n V e a Vfl t0 llxa Occhipinti conapir- 
;U -J . which arc ns follows: ^ 

n ,^‘ confirmed why government wit- 

mss j°io Libera to, a complainant ukaliiM 

V).!!\?‘' ch A pin y lrtai * bad falsely tiMti fi.*d 
Mr. Occhipinti and participated in 
piracy, Mr. Liboruui, a bodega 

owner, is a major participant’^ Sca^QrwV 5 
Trading Company and Us j|it‘gai apUvltUs. 

As \ previously, stated, Sea Crest |5 ift^fronp- 
for loan sharking, drug distribu^iprj/inouoy. v • 
laundering and gambling activity involving'* 
Dominican bodegas. Joae Llberatq, as. ill d Uiv 
others at Sea Crest, lost thousands of dollars * 
from Mr. OuclupmU'a confiscation of cpntra* :i 
band and monies from bodegaa indebted tQ* ; 
Sea Citsc. In i addition, Mr. ‘ Uberatoiand ■ 
many of his relatives' bodegas, wereTnvtf^-* 
tigated by Mr, Occhipinti. ' 

B. On or about May X993, l was pre5a , ni'ftP• , 
a meeting with City Council’s QulUonno: 
Linares and Creorglna **Dohay M aapches5 
where Mr. Ocohlpjnci’s case vyas discussed. i 
Me. Sanchez |s a'member of t^e Plnkins Ad^. : 
ministration, who acts as an inteanddi^y-rn ; 
delivering illegal 'cash- contribution i£- rtw-: 
Dinkins Campaign on behalf of.. the Fedsra*' 
tion and Sea Crest. This allegation 4^b&3ed’* 
upon personal knowledge, since I was person? ', 
ally privy te one -such illegal cor.cnbpttbu^ 
involving about soven thousand' AdllWftf-Ut r 
also explains why Mayor Dinkipa suppofta-t 
the Federation and supported their efforu in*' 
having Mr. Occhipinti prosecuted.- Av‘ -the 
meeting. Georgian expressed her concern*-- 
about Mr. Oochipinti’s public and legal; ef* r : 
forts for vindication, which could fe?(pose'the ^ 
conspiracy, as well as the Fed^tlonV.ftnd i 
Sea Crest illegal operations, .In 'Wpons^f- i 
councUn’kuu Juiuares stated that, hp vviS/'hOC " 
concerned because he had strong, contacts at/': 
the prosecutor's office. Those! contacts *nad>i: 
assured him that they had everything undQr ? 
control. I interpreted- that*. Statement' j to ^ 
moan that there may be ttome-corrupc'.proe-i^ 
ecutors Involved in -covering; ttPi&thftiS 
Occhipinti conspiracy. ' . 1 * ?Jj.’ 

3. As previously promised, I*h^vi 
work in an undercover capacity w"help , -proye ; «>i 
the conspiracy against Mr. Occhipln^fn 
dition. to have my conversation wiCfr'i.lUei- 
various co-conspirators consen^ually -rndn’'-* 
ltored to prove their complicity in the PQn* : ' r 
s P lrac >** * , . - 

' t •••;•- 

f . , , s > .i,<« 



AFFIDAVIT 


RAMON ANTONIO GRULLON, being duly sworn, deposes and 
states : 

1. I execute this Affidavit on behalf of U.S. 
Congressional Representatives James Traficant, Jr., and Susan 
Molinari who are conducting a Congressional inquiry into the 
alleged Drug Cartel Conspiracy against former Federal Agent 
Joseph Occhipinti. I previously executed two (2) affidavits 
about this Drug Cartel Conspiracy which was entered into the 
Congressional Record on March 10, 1994. In those Affidavits, I 
provided my personal testimony explaining how Mr. Occhipinti was 
set-up by certain members of the Dominican Federation and Sea 
Crest Trading Company. I had been recruited to participate in 
the conspiracy but refused. 

2. I have continued my investigation on behalf of Staten 
Island Borough President Guy Molinari and law enforcement 
authorities, and have uncovered additional evidence relating to 
federation members Jose Delio-Marte and Jose Liberato. I have 
learned that Mr. Liberto and Marte assisted three (3) convicted' 
Dominican Drug Dealers in avoiding deportation. In 1988, Rafael 
Mar te-Fernandez , Pedro Marte-Fernandez and Robert Fernandez were 
convicted in New Jersey for drug distribution. They were 
arrested in Union City and later sentenced to five (5) years in 
State Prison. Their baiis were originally posted through the 
efforts of Jose Delio-Marte and their bonds ranged from 
$50,000.00 to $150,000.00 in cash. Mr. Marte and Liberato 
became involved in this case because Rafael Marte-Fernandez was 
the New Jersey Director of "FADO" , the New Dominican Merchants 
Association, This FADO Group is the same group as the 


'U 



Federati<^^of Dominican Businessmar^^nd Industrialists of New 
York, the name was change because of the adverse publicity they 
received in the Occhipinti case. Upon the prison release of 
those Defendants to Immigration Deportation, Mr. Marte and Mr. 
Liberato paid $15,000.00 to Dominican Vice Consul’s Ramon Ramos, 
Rafael Lara Fiores and Legal Director Rafaei Guzman Liriano to 
destroy their criminal conviction and deportation records. The 
destruction of these documents permitted these Defendants to 
return to the Dominican Republic without any legal notice that 
they were deported criminal aiiens. When they arrived in the 
Dominican Republic, there was no notice about their deportation 
or criminai conviction. About two (2) weeks later they re- 
entered the United States at Miami posing as resident aiiens, 
since they never surrendered to Immigration their green cards. 
Today, Rafael Marte-Fernandez , Pedro Marte-Fernanez and Roberto 


Fernandez own and operate a Bodega and Beverage Wholesaie 
Distribution Center in Newark which they financed through a 
usurious loan from Jose Liberato and Jose Delio-Marte. Rafael 
Marte-Fernandez lives at 1308 Morris Street, Union City, New 
Jersey and the offices of FADO are located at 4300 Bergenline 
Avenue , .Union City, New Jersey. Jose Liberto, Jose Delio-Marte 
and Sea Crest Trading Company continues to provide usurious 
loans to Dominican Merchants in New York and New Jersey. 


2 
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3. ^jhen I was a Dominican Dip^pat, I became good friends 
with Eladio Knipping-Victor ia, the Dominican Ambassador to the 
United Nations. He is reiated to Richard Knipping who was part 
of the conspiracy to frame Federal . Agent Occhipinti. Also, 
Knipping is involved in the Sea Crest money laundering and 
loansharking operation. In fact, I personally know that Richard 
Knipping obtained through Eiadio’s efforts an Official 
Diplomatic Passport from the Dominican Republic. He travels 
every three (3) months to the Dominican Republic to smuggle 
substantial amounts of drug reiated cash. The reason being he 
has the Official Diplomatic Passport, enabling him to evade 
United States and Dominican Inspection. About four (4) months 
ago, Eladio Knipping-Victor ia asked me if I wanted an Official 
Passport, he wanted me to politically support Dominican 
President Balaguer for re-election. I refused saying that, "I 
belonged to the opposing Political Party and had a pending 
application to receive a green card". 

4. I am still willing to cooperate in an undercover 
capacity with the Law Enforcement Community in trying to expose 
the Drug Cartel Conspiracy against Mr. Occhipinti and the 
criminal activity being committed by thfi__Dominican Federation 
and Sea Crest Trading Company. / / j 


Ramon Anty?tffo Guillon 


Sworn and subscribe to 
before me this day 

of , 1995. 


Pax /rck P./to's cano , Jr . , Esq . 
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TEL: 

STRICT ATTORNEY - COUNTY 


Rug 20 93 14=53 Mo. 003 P.03 

OT NEW YORK 


News Release Contact: Wayne Brison 

August 19, 1993 (212) 335*9400 


A New York County Grand Jury has indiotad throe witnesses and 
the defendant in an illegal gun possession case for perjuring 
themselves during that criminal trial in April, 1993 , District 
Attorney Robert M* Morgenthau announced today.. 

The indictment chargee that the defendants, &U8 MARIA 
GONZALEZ , 28, of 514 West 170th Street, BAORARXO GUERRA, 24, Of 
1370 St, Nicholas Avenue, XRttA GARCIA BANC HIS, 27, Of 560 West 
165th Street, the three witnesses; end MANUEL CORADXN, 23, the 
defendant, who is currently incarcerated on the gun poaeeeaion 
case, perjured themselves during a New York State Supreme Court 

I 

trial before Justice Zra F. Beal. GONZALEZ , guerra and sanchez 
each testified and offered false alibis for CORADXN, and CORADXN 
testified untruthfully about his actions. 

The perjury charges arise from a trial in which MANUEL CORADXN 
had been charged with Criminal Possession of a Weapon in the Second 
and Third Degrees and Resisting Arrest. The charges at trial 
stemmed from an early morning shooting incident on January 31, 1993 
outside a restaurant on St, Nicholas Avenue between 2.64th and is 5th 
Streets. CORADIN was arrested and indicted for firing a pistol on 
the street. Police officers saw CORADIN fire the weapon, chased 
him and, after a struggle, arrested him, They recovered the pistol 
and four matching spent shells* 


X 


'' 7 ft? ‘T^tJggHri MM <-V'fl NV11VHNVW 


80: U ! 86-02-8 




N0IiVWy04Nt 0n8fld:A9 JLN3S 


At trial, GONZALEZ, GUERRA and SANCHEZ testified for tha 
defense. GONZALEZ, a waitress at tha restaurant, and SANCHEZ each 
testified that they knew CORADIN and hie wife. They further told 
tha Court and tha jury that they were inside the restaurant on the 
evening of January 31, 1993 and that CORADIN and hie wife were 
inside the reetaurant whan the shots were fired. 

The third defendant indicted today, SAGRARIO GUERRA, told the 
Court that aha had been married for four years to the defendant 
CORADIN. She fct stifled that she and her husband were in the 
restaurant when she heard the ehote. She said she saw a "half 
Chinese man" shoot the gun and throw it to the ground, that her 
husband, MANUEL CORADIN, left the restaurant and was thrown to the 
ground by a police officer who attempted to put her husband's hand 
on the gun and then arreeted her husband. 

when CORADIN took the stand, he testified that he was inside 
the restaurant when he heard shots fired outside the restaurant. 
He said that he left the restaurant to sea what had happened and, 
as he left the restaurant, he saw a gun lying on the ground. He 
said that he was knocked to the ground by police officers who then 
tried to place tha gun in his hand. 

A subsequent investigation, however, disclosed that GONZALEZ, 
GUERRA, SANCHEZ and CORADIN all testified untruthfully at trial. 
CORADIN and his wife, sagrario GUERRA were not inside the 
restaurant together on January 31, 1993. In faot, SAGRARIO GUERRA 
had given birth two days before the shooting and was still an 
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- admitted patient at St. Luke* a Hospital at the time of the 

incident. 

After hearing- all the evidence in the gun possession trial , 
the jury was unable to reach a verdict and the caae ended in a 
mistrial on April 16. The weapons chargee against CORADJN are 
•till pending and the case will be retried. 

Assistant District Attorney Sarah Hines , a Senior Trial 
Counsel in the Trial Division, presented the perjury case to the 
Grand Jury and will handle the prosecution. Assistant District 
Attorney Susan Cushman will proseoute the retrial of the weapons 
oharges against CORADIN. 

All of the defendants have been charged with Perjury in the 
First Degree, a class D felony which' is punishable by up to seven 
years in prison. 

* < # « 
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Erainrr2 

State of New Jersey, 

County of New Jersey ts: 

Alina Camprena, being: duly sworn, deposes 
and says: 

1. I am currently employed as a legal as- 
slotant with a law firm. I have previously 
been employed as a Police Officer In Puerto 
RJco and as a legal assistant with the law 
firm of Aranda At Gutleln. X am currently a 
registered informant with the New York City 
Police Deportment, Immigration and Natu- 
ralization Service, United States Custom 
Service and the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion. I have been Instrumental In the devel- 
opment of numerous prosecutions. 

2. lam familiar with Joseph Occhipinti and 
have known him » lnce October 1930. At that 
time, I provided Mr. Occhipinti with certain 
Information relating to the homicide Inves- 
tigation of Police Officer Michael Bucxek 
which was being conducted by Mr. Occhipinti 
and othe»* law enforcement officials. 1 also 
provided Mr. Occhipinti with Information 
concerning his investigation of the drug car- 
tel of on individual known as Freddy Than. 
At this particular time, I was employed as a 
law assistant by Aranda Gutiein. 

3. In the early part of 1989, I informed Mr. 
Occhipinti and other law enforcement agents 
that my employers, Mr. Aranda- and Mr, 
Gutiein, were Involved in a number of crimi- 
nal activities including but not limited to of- 
ficial corruption and drug and weapon traf- 
ficking. Mr. Gutleln, who is a former Assist- 
ant United States Attorney In the Southern 
District of New York, had told me on numer- 
ous occasions that he has a number of impor- 
tant contacts In the United States Attor- 
ney’s Office. 

4. Baaed upon the information that I gave 
to Mr. Occhipinti, X had at least two (2) 
meetings with Assistant United States At- 
torney Jeh Johnson. Mr. Occhipinti, as well 
as other law enforcement agents, was 
present at these meetings. During the course 
of thesa meetings, I provided Mr. Johnson 
with information concerning Mr. Aranda and 
Mr. Gutleln. 1 also informed Mr. Johnson 
that Freddy Then was buying up bodegas In 
New York for the purpose of using them as a 
vehicle for drug tram eking and money laun- 
dering which involved Illegal aliens. 

6. In or about March 1S39, I heard a con- 
versation at the law offices of Aranda <fc 
Gutleln. During the course of this conversa- 
tion, Mr. Aranda complained to Mr. Gutiein 
about the fact that Mr. Occhipinti wa» put- 
ting tremendous pressure on the illegal ac- 
tivities of their Dominican clients. Mr. 
Aranda told Mr. Gutiein that he would like 
to have Mr. Occhipinti ‘’eliminated’*. Mr. 
Gutiein stated to Mr. Aranda that having 
Mr. Occhipinti “eliminated” was not the 
right thing to do. Mr. Gutiein stated instead 
that they should think up a plan to sot Mr. 
Occhipinti up and have him prosecuted for 
violating the civil rights of the Dominicans. 
Mr. Gutiein stated that he had contacts at 
the United States Attorney’s Office and they 
should be able to help in prosecuting Mr. 
Occhipinti. 


KEY DOCUMENTS PROVE INNO- 
CENCE OF JOSEPH OCCHIPINTI 

HON. JAMES Imnowr, JR. 

OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday , November 15, 1993 

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, as part of 
my continuing efforts to bring to light all the 
facts in the case of former Immigration and 
Naturalization Service agent Joseph 
Occhipinti, I submit into the Record additional 
key evidence in the case. 


<5. In August of 2969, I reported this con- 
versation to Jeh Johnson. Although Johnson 
took the Information down, he did nothing 
to follow It np and I never heard from Mm 
again concerning it. 

7, Approximately one (1) month after I 
spoke with Mr. Johnson at the United States 
Attorney’s Office concerning the threats to 
Mr. Occhipinti, a co-worker of mine by the 
name of Alma Monte, told me to be careful 
for my safety because Mr. Gutiein had been 
informed by friends of his at the United 
States Attorney’s Office that 1 was providing 
Information concerning Mr. Gatiein'a activi- 
ties. Ms. Monte further Informed me that I 
was going to be physically harmed. For these 
reasons, X have since taken up residence out 
of state. 

8. 1 would be more than happy to cooperate 
with law enforcement officials In any man- 
ner concerning the information contained in 
the within Affidavit. 

ALMA Cameiuina. 


Exhibit 3 

State, of new York, 

County of Bronx, si; 

Raul Anglada, being duly sworn, deposes 

and says: 

2. I am a Detective currently employed by 
the New York City Police Department. 

2. I am currently assigned to the 40th Pre- 
cinct Detective Squad located at 257 Alexan- 
der Avenue, Bronx, New York. 

3. In or about August to September 1989, 
while I was assigned to the 34th Precinct, I 
accompanied an Informant named Alma 
Camerlna to the Office of the United Sutes 
Attorney for the Southern District of New 
York. 

4. At that time, we met with Assistant 
United States Attorney Jeh Johnson. Ms. 
Camerlna informed Mr. Johnson that she had 
overheard a conversation between Mr. 
Aranda and Jorge Gutiein. 

5. Mr. Aranda and Mr. Gutiein, according 
to Ms. Camerlna, were talking about setting 
up Joseph Occhipinti.. 

6. X also wish to state that I can confirm 
that Project Bodega arose from the Freddy 
Then prosecution. During the course of my 
official duties, I accompanied Mr, Occhipinti 
on several visits to bodegas. I never observed 
Mr. Occhipinti do anything which was either 
illegal or Improper. 

7. Approximately one (1) year ago, I was 
interviewed by an FBI Agent named Lionel 
Barron. Mr. Barron advised me that he was 
conducting an informal investigation into 
allegations that Mr. Occhipinti was innocent 
cf the charges that he had been convicted of. 
Subsequent to that time, I was never con- 
tacted by any Federal Official with reference 
to such an investigation. I do not know what 
resulted from Mr. Barron’s investigation. 

Raul anglada. 
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on bodegas 


■ >By WILLIAM KLEINKNECHT 1 ■ 

; | -DS'Iy News Staff Writer — ' - ** • 

? f +• >•«. * ♦ &■■ ■>■ v«sb‘ t : •?. */:;• ■ 

! • 'A Connecticut finance com- 
' . pany has been. Investigated 
, [ by three federal agencies for_ 
\ .^..allegedly engaging in a loan- ; 
: 5 sharking operation that has " 
;J lept; money to hundreds of.. 
: . ciiy bodega owners, the Daily 
■ • News has learned. 


•. Congressional Record by U.S. - 
Rep. James Traficant; an _ 
Ohio Democrat ■whoi.is press-" 
ing the FBI, IRS and - the ■ 

. . Drug Enforcement Adminis- 
tration for their files on Sea 
Crest. 

Officials’of Sea Crest 
strbngly deny the charges. 
They say Sea Crest is a legiti- 
mate finance company that 
lends to. bodega owners. and 
other high-risk clients at in- 


DAILY ©NEWS 



‘•We are not loansharks.” * 
.The charges in the Con- 
gressional Record are con- 
tained in affidavits prepared 
by confidential informants 
working for .Joseph Occhi- 
pinti, a former federal imrni* 


'-,Sea Crest Trading'Co; in 

,y Greenwich hhs been accused — „ . ... ... .. . . . 

jr of a scheme.iri which.bdrrow- *.• terest rates that are high but j Sf a hon agent who was con- 
ij ers 'ppem, Bodegas,, pay. iinterr./- within the jaw./ .'.pC^conducting- 

h est as high as 4%. a week arid “We do loan money -to gro : : 
fl .hgrpe to ,tiuyf ptore .fixtures eery stores.and bodegas; buC 
* /rom Sea Crest subsidiaries.] r.l.he notipn of 47< a week iS ab-/-. 

• <nu. „n — against Sea , surd,” ^id ; Mark .Berkowitz, 

in tKot "the comria'nvx vice nresidpnt t' 


■. linked to the drug under- 
world: At QcchiJb nt i’ s urging, 
/Traficant. is pursuing allega- 
• tions that all 1 fie investiga- 
tions of Sea Crest were or- 
- dered haltediby - Justice 
--•Department -officials, for un- 
known reasons.. 

" One federal law enforce- 
. merit official told The News 
that his investigation of Sea 
.Crest Trading had turned up 
evidence of the company’s in- 
■v volvement in loansharking, 
extortion and collusion with 
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In the^ 
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Uhe companytsvice president 

. - ■ ■ - S.*: 


illegal searches of bpdegas.:;;. i 5 , -r-. -tv ----.- . . . . 

u Occhipintl,.Sho : was jalerO^.^'SS, ' *T 
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Metroool i tan Desk 


HEADLINE: Man's Nemesis: Dotted Line on Maos 
T rvino to Rebuild. Bronx Store Owner Faces Phantom Road 


BYLINES Bv DAVID GONZALEZ 


BODY : 

Among the biggest fears for any businessman hit by catastrophe 
wind ud on the street. But for one Bronx landlord try i no torebul-1 
dsvastatino fire, the orcfclem is t 


■*m3m 

straohe-'4^|fl 

-O ■ rebaiT;|i^|iftfeu i 

hat the street is on him. '"'''^^^^9 
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cutting through his property, meaning tnst even rebuilding on th.e 
a ruling from the city. And 36,000 in legal fees. : ' ~ j 1 

'This Is Impossible' 

The city's stance vexes Mr. Serkovits* considering that to- hja 



"It's crazy, but we don't know where 


don't know where to turn for ns ip." 
ut a hitch he could have finished const 
ear. "I understand it's a big city and »■ kMteakeg^fme 


Ifp 

M 


if things had gone withou 
fall, rather than next yea 

everything has to be done according to law, but this is i mo ossi fei^||i 
of ’ the reasons the -economy- is not. moving," ' 

Sven a spokesman for the city agency that denied Mr. Berkovits^Ki 

construction permit agreed the situation defied some measure of;:pc 

* * k ■ • •> 

l ■ji.jij 1 1 ‘ 

"It's one of those things. " said Vahe Tiryakian, a sp o k es man f ohHitb . > 
Buildings Department. "New Yorkers, aren't we something hare'T ~ 
think you're doing well, whammo, the city hits you right in 
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o rough President Fernando Ferrer said he has instructed his staff to .see how^h'e 
ouid officially remove the street from the mao. ■ - t • ^ 
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"sernie; wa're S^ino to try to persuade people that East Trem.ont doesn't' 1 4j\f. 
esily go through your land," Mr, Ferrer said he would like to tell Mr."'. 

Surkov 1 ts. when im-ormed ot tne landlord's o red i canan t . "We wan, t< vour sale*, tax'. 


we want you. This is nuts." 
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Ho brein. the owner of Frank's Snorting Goods, agreae, Thera ' (uay be no ! .y , 
rarric on the imaginary street . but there hasn't been too much traffic on the- 
sal one since the fire, either, and that means sales are down for those 
enchants who survived the fire. I ' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 1/17/96 


Agent] 


D.O.B. 


telephoned Special 


at the FBI's New York Office (NYO) to ascertain 
if a package he express mailed had arrived at the NYO and provide 
follow up information to an interview conducted on 1/5/96. 


b6 

b7C 


On 1/5/96. 


I During the telephone conversation , | 
stated that the Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force 
(OCDETF) , located at 6 World Trade Center — Rnnm 560 — NY — NY 
IftftAft- also invert i gating STC. | 


number f 


I said I | interviewe 
I informants approximately seven months ago. 


telephone 
a two of 




reminded | I of what he was told 

during the 1/5/96 interview, which was that the agents were 
conducting a preliminary investigation into the potential 
corruption in a United States Senator's office. 


- M/ - 
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at New York, New York 


Investigation on 1/12/96 

Pile # 4. 4MA- NY - £ 4 S 34U- Tft Q „ ^ (, (, cQ 


by SA| 


Date dictated N/A 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the F BI and is loaned to your 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 
SI Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 
l~1 Immediate 
□ Priority 
SI Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ TJNCLAS E F T O 
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FM FBI NEW YORK (58C-NY-256647) 
TO DIRECTOR FBI /ROUTINE/ 


Date 2/9/96 
: .. 
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BT 


UNCLAS 

CITE: / /3540/ / 

PASS: PUBLIC CORRUPTION UNIT 


SUBJECT: 


UNITED STATES SENATOR 


FRANK LAUTENBERG; CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS - 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE; 00: NY. 

REFERENCE NEW YORK EC AND LHM TO FBIHQ DATED NOVEMBER 14, 

1995. 

FOR INFORMATION OF FBIHQ, NEW YORK OPENED CAPTIONED 
MATTER AS A PRELIMINARY INQUIRY ON NOVEMBER 14, 1995. 
INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED TO DATE HAS BEEN PROVIDED TO ASSISTANT 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY (AUSA) , 


EASTERN DISTRICT 


OF NEW YORK. IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT SEVERAL ADDITIONAL 

ftc- - lO 

SEiV'.OHFB. 1 1 


Approved: 

Time Recel 
MRI/JULIAN DATE: 
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(original filename: '0 C/9 

[ Telprep filename: - ^TfiL/OnisG.d y d 
fbvj± ISN: h[J_ 

M 


FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 



INTERVIEWS MAY BE REQUESTED BY AUSA^ 


FOLLOWING HIS 


REVIEW OF THE PRIOR INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED BY NEW YORK. DUE 
TO THE FACT THAT THIS PRELIMINARY INQUIRY EXPIRES ON FEBRUARY 
12, 1996, IT IS REQUESTED THAT NEW YORK BE GRANTED A THIRTY 
DAY EXTENSION IN THE EVENT THAT ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION IS 


REQUIRED 
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| | Bring file 
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□ File 
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□ Leads need attention 
| | Hark for indexing 

H open case 

| | Prepare lead cards 
| [ Prepare tickler 
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| | Return assignment card 
n Return file Q serial 
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| | Return with action taken 

| | Return with explanation 
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U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

March 5, 1996 


26 Federal Plaza 

New York, New York 10278 


UNITED STATES SENATOR FRANK LAUTENBERG 
CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS - 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE 



advised that 


in an investigation targeting a company called Seacrest 

Trading Company (STC) . STC. hag rvf-F-i roc -in Crporwi nh fnnnprt- i n.ivt- 

and the Bronx. New York 


Dominican carreif 


STC owners /offic ers are members of the 


money to New 


Tbpgo -inrHvMnpig are involved 

has also told 


in laundering drug money through STC. 

STC is involved in food stamp fraud and loaning 
York bodega owners at usurious rates. 


According to 


On .January 5. 1996 
York—Agents 


: n £ 


wag interviewed by New 


Also present during this meeting, along with two other 
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b7D 
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| in approximately March 1995 
arranged to meet with him alone. 


at 1 on , however , \ 

Senator LAUTENBERG because of the 
Subseauentlv . several weeks later 


the Sena 
that . in 


m Newark, New Je: 
resence, he asked 


if she remembered 


j | said | | has not contacted him since the 

nnannnunr.pri mppting. He added that he has had nn contact at all 

with since the unannounced meeting. | also noted 

that he has had no contact with Senator LAUTENBERG - concerning 
this matter. 


because of the alleged offer I 

became suspicious that >r Senator LAUTENBERG 

might have possible connections to STC. Subsequently, | 
obtained campaign contribution information pertaining to Senator 













| In September 1995 \ 

"Suspicious Lautenberg Contributors . " One oJ 

I picious contributors is PAN AMERICAN ASSOC, 
asserts that PAN AMERICAN ASSOC, is a "coroc 


|once obtained a business card from 
an S TC representative with t he name PAN AMERICAN ENTERPRISES on 
it. | | that PAN AMERICAN ASSOC, is a 
corporate alias used by STC is based solely on the similarity of 
the corporate names PAN AMERICAN ASSOC, and PAN AMERICAN 
ENTERPRISES . 


I added that h e does not 

recall ever even discussing anything like this with at 

any time. 

A review of Dun & Bradstreet Million Dollar Directory 
revealed a listing for Sea Crest Trading of Connecticut Inc. 
located at 111 Mill Street, Greenwich, Connecticut. A second 
listing for Sea Crest Construction Corporation was also located 
in Dun & Bradstreet at 157 Albany Avenue, Freeport, New York. 

The corporate officers for both listings as well as the corporate 
names were all compared to Federal Election Campaign records 
pertaining to Senator LAUTENBERG from the period 1990 to the 
present with negative results. 

On March 5, 1996, Assistant United States Attorney 

| Chief of Special Prosecutions, Eastern District 

of New York j EDN Y ) advised t hat he has discussed this matt er in 

detail with United States Attorney, EDNY. 

declined prosecution of this matter stating that the evidence 
developed did not meri t additi onal investigation concerning 
Senator LAUTENBERG and! 
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(03/31/95) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 


Date: 03/05/1996 


To: FBIHQ Attn: PUBLIC CORRUPTION/ CIVIL RIGHTS 

UNIT 


From: 


NEW YORK 

SQUAD C-lf 
Contact: 


EXT. 


Approved By: 
Drafted By: 


File Number (s) : 58C/NY-256647 (Closed) 


OTITED STATES SENATOR 


Title: 

FRANK LAUTENBERG; CORRUPTION OF FEDERAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS - 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE; 00: NY 


Synopsis: Closing communication regarding captioned matter. 


Administrative: For the information of FBIHQ, a copy nf snnl 

T.HM was provided to Assistant United States Attorney 


York 


3 


sed 


Chief of Special Prosecutions Eastern District of New 
(EDNY) , and will serV ft to P.nnfirm the March 5, 1996 opinion 


of United States Attorney 




EDNY. 


1996 


As 

interview of 


arlrl i ± i nna 1 i TvFm-iria-h i nn 


rinri ng the January 5, 
made allegations 


concerning the possible corruption of several New York area 
public officials. These allegations were determined to be 
insufficient to predicate additional full nr preliminary 
investigations of the officials named by 


also provided information concerning 
individuals involved m possible domestic terrorism and narcotics 
violations. This information was passed to the appropriate New 
York squads handling those matters. 


Enclosures: Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and three 

copies of a self explanatory LHM. 
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( 03 / 31 / 95 ) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

To: FBIHQ From: NEW YORK 
Re: 58C/NY-2 56647 , 03/05/1996 


De-tails: New York opened captioned preliminary inquiry on 

November 14, 1995. Captioned preliminary inquiry was extended 
for thirty days via teletype dated February 9, 1996. New York is 
closing captioned matter. 


NEW YORK 
2 - FBIHQ 

♦ ♦ 
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